
 

“Ambition for Your 50th Anniversary ”        John 12:36-43  
 
•​ Reminder: Do not try to cover every question — pick 3-4 sermon questions and “go 

deep rather than wide.” 

LEARN 
1.​ Read John 12:36–41. Though Jesus had done so many signs before them, they 

still did not believe in Him. Why? What do we learn about God from this and 
what He has done? 
 

2.​ Read John 12:42–43. “Many even of the authorities believed in him,” yet they did 
not confess it. What kept them silent, and what did they love? 

PRACTICE 
1.​ Hypothetically, if you had to declare whether you were a Christ follower or not, 

and doing so would guarantee you lose the things below, which 2 would be the 
hardest for you? Why? 
 

2.​ Which one of these areas do you struggle with the most when it comes to 
loving Christ over others or self: knowing, talking, trusting, obeying, or sharing 
Christ? What would be one step you could share where you have had success 
or growth in one of these areas? 
 

3.​ In light of the truth that the glory that comes from God is first a Person, what 
does that mean for us as Christians in regard to how we live by faith? 

 
4.​ When you hear the word “ambition,” what's your first reaction? How does it 

change things to hear that the sin is not in the pursuit of glory — it's the aim? 
 

5.​ Paul fulfilled the ministry of the gospel from Jerusalem to Illyricum, then said, 
“I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
named” (Romans 15:19–20). Are you dreaming at all about how God might use 
your gifts for His glory? 

 

 

 



 

CHANGE 
1.​ Where are you a “secret believer” like the authorities in John 12:42? What needs 

to change for you to openly acknowledge Christ there? 
 

2.​ What needs to change about what you are believing about the finished work of 
Jesus Christ for you to stop chasing the glory that comes from man? 
 

3.​ “We chase what we love.” Looking at your calendar, bank account, and phone, 
what are you actually chasing? What should change based upon what you 
believe so that your life is aimed at Jesus? 

 
Questions for Different Life Stages 
Young adults (18–24): In college, a new job, or online, where is the pressure strongest 
to love the glory that comes from man — likes, followers, being accepted? What would 
it look like to openly acknowledge your faith there? 

●​ Social media trains us to chase human praise in measurable form. 
●​ Choices about friends, career, and identity are being set now — what you chase 

now shapes your “50th anniversary.” Don't let a false humility keep you from 
dreaming big for God's glory. 

●​ Find one older believer to walk with you (Walk with Christ: corporate). 
 
Singles: How might the desire for approval from others — a future spouse, friends, 
coworkers — compete with seeking the glory that comes from God? How can this 
season be aimed at Jesus? 

●​ Singleness can be a season of undivided pursuit of Christ (1 Corinthians 
7:32–35). 

●​ Your worth is not found in someone's choosing you; you are already chosen in 
Christ. 

●​ Use your flexibility to Work for Christ — serving others in the church body. 
 
Married with young kids: What are your kids learning from you about what is worth 
chasing? Where might you be seeking the approval of other parents more than God's? 

●​ Kids notice what we celebrate, sacrifice for, and talk about. 
●​ Family worship and openly praying together shows them that Jesus is worth 

more than anything. 
●​ Comparing parenting with others is often a hunger for human glory. 

 

 



 

Empty-nesters: With more time and freedom, what will you chase in this next season? 
How could you use it to help younger believers grow and mature? 

●​ This season can drift toward comfort, or be aimed at Christ. 
●​ Your story of faithfulness is a gift — consider mentoring or discipling someone 

younger. 
●​ Work for Christ: serve on Sundays or in a ministry you've never had time for. 

 
 

 



 

Retired: Many people chase reputation and achievement through their working years. 
Now that titles have faded, where are you finding your sense of glory and worth? 

●​ Losing a title can expose how much of our identity was built on human glory. 
●​ Your worth in Christ never retired; neither did your calling to confess and 

proclaim Him. 
●​ Retirement is an opportunity to give your best years of wisdom to the church. 

After fulfilling his ministry, Paul didn't move off to the side or tap out — he 
made it his ambition to keep going (Romans 15:20). 

 
Home-bound elderly: When you can no longer be seen serving or gathering, how can 
you still pursue the glory that comes from God? 

●​ God sees what no one else sees (Matthew 6:6). Hidden faithfulness is not lesser 
faithfulness. Susanna Spurgeon was bedbound for two decades, yet she served 
her husband and church by sending books to pastors all over the world. Being 
home-bound doesn't end your ambition for mission. 

●​ Prayer for your church, your family, and the lost is real Work for Christ. 
●​ Openly confessing Christ to caregivers, family, and visitors is a powerful 

witness. 
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