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editorial

Before we know it, we have stumbled into

the second half of 2014l Some of us have
undcrgone difficult times in the carlier part of
the year; others have faced discouragement and
arc growing tired and weaty. Jesus said, “Come
to me ... 1 will give you rest.” (Matt 11:28) As
disciples of Christ imitating him, how may we
provide rest for our brothers and sisters who
need it today?

Continuing on from discipleship, this issue

wc delve into the need to both encourage

and edify others. On this same page, Pastor
Arnold describes its powerful positive effect

in the lives of believers. "L'his is followed by
personal experiences ot six church members
who overcame discouragement by God's grace
(pages 2-3).

We asked GBC-ers what cheers their spirits,
and their heartwarming responscs fill page 4.
Lim Nee Kiah’s edification of a young lady

on page S leads 10 an encouraging reflection
on marriage. On pages 6 7, feast your eyes on
pictures of the latest GBC events, including the
long-awaitcd Church Camp! Rounding it ofl,
Soh Swee Kiat describes how your life can be
ased and improved by God, through a review
of a book by John Ortberg on page 8.

Read on and be encouraged; be edified.

Blessings,
‘The Editorial Team
gracenews.gbc@gmail.com

Have you he

= T

ard of the

3 "E"s?

Clearly emphasised in God's word is the call to build one another up
in Christ, and Ps Arnold Wong reminds us of how we can do that.

he Bible is [illed with precious words.

Three of them arc encouragement,
exhortation, and edification. They overlap,
but are still different and important to our
spiritual life.

Allthree are indispensable to believers. First,
trouble of all kinds happen to believers (Tn
15:18 21). Second, every believer 1s engaged
in spiritual warlare (Eph 6:10-18). And

lastly, believers are not vaccinated against
discouragement as demonstrated by the
prophet Elijah (1 Kings 19:3-10). The lives of
believers are trying, hence, encouragement,
cxhortation, and cdification arc nccessitics,
not nice accessories.

The word “‘encourage” means 1o “call Lo onc’s
side”. It is often translated as to “exhort”,
“urge”, “encourage”, or to “‘comfort”,
Encouragement focuses on the practical
application of the Word as the encourager
understands and empathises with others.
LEncouragement can move a person from
pessimism to optimis.

“Lxhortation” is defined as “‘an urging donc
by someone close beside”. 1t usually carries
the idea of, “to call to one’s side; summon,
encourage, admonish, or entreat” — to

help achieve spiritual health. It happens by
tcaching and applying scriptures to specific
situations. This can require encouraging the
weak and if needed, confronting them.,

This brings us to “‘cdiication” which 1s
translated as “building up”. It is more than
Jjust encouragement; it includes an activity

“encouragement,
exhortation, and cdilication
are necessilies, nol nice
accessories”

which results in more Christlikeness. In

the New Testament, it has the sensc off
mutual cdification — believers helping other
believers grow into a Christ-like body (Fph
2:20-22). Ministries like care groups and
being accountable to one another come to
mind. Every believer is (o build up other
belicvers resulting in spiritual health for cach
member (Eph 4:16, 29). The corporate nature
of edification is clearly emphasised in God’s
Word.

God has gifted members of the body of Christ
to do the 3 “E” words. When each believer
uses his or her spiritual gifts (Rom 12:6 8;
Eph 4:12), bodics of belicvers will be able to
love as Jesus loved (Jn 13:34-35), and to be
hopetul in hopeless situations (Rom 15:4).
Barnabas was an encourager and look at what
he did for Paul, Mark, and the whole church
(Acts 9:27; 13:13; 15:39).

Now isn’t that encouraging! Q.
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Being faced with discouragemerit in ministry and life brings us to the great and mighty God we have, as church members from

various ministries share from their own experierices.

Pastors Also Need Your Encouragement

J . T
Youths and Young Adults (YYA) Pua Missions Trip 2013
— Pastor Qllie is the fourth person from the left.

Ps Oliver Chia

Discouragement will come to all of us in lile and ministry, so in a scnsc
discouragement is to be expected in full-time Christian service. I have
faced it and expect to continue to face it. T"he key way in which [ deal with
it is to continue to remember the gospel — that Jesus Christ has done it all
for me. This means that if T’'m in Christ, Ive nothing to lose, nothing to
provc. I do not need the ‘fruit’ of my cllort to justily myscll betore God;
neither do I need the approval and affirmation of people for my sclf-
worth. Jesus Christ is enough and [ can rest in that. 1'm free to live as a
beloved son of God. And this continual remembering of the gospel is the
means of grace to overcome and face further attacks of discouragement.

To better prepare myself to receive grace to face discouragement, Ive tried
to practise two habits. The first habit 1s to escape to Gardens by the Bay
once a month. I spend (wo Lo three hours alone reading my Bible, listening
to scrmons, walking and praying. [ also take a week’s break twice a year
to travel alone to spend time in reading, praying, listening to God and to
rest. I'he second habit is to ensure | have sufficient sleep and to exercise
two to three times a week. We are spiritual beings in a physical body. And
I've noticed that when I'm belter rested and fitter, I tend to have more
resources (o respond (o discouragement better. Neither of these habits
help me overcome discouragement — but remembering the gospel does,
and these habits put me in a better condition to do the remembering. So |
try to keep to them. Besides, T enjoy them!

What really encourages me is when church members progress in Christ-
likeness, partner with me in ministry and commit to pray with and for
me. The ministry i8 about people and not programmes — it is about lives
and not a check-list of programmes completed. When I sce pecople grow
spiritually and flourish as God intended; when church members come
and offer to work with me in ministry; when friends tell me they commit
to pray with and for me, T am encouraged. If you drop me a card to tell
me how you have grown and how God has worked in your life it really
encourages me. I stll keep Sam Beh'’s note (0 me at his wedding thanking
me [or my ministry in his life. I rcler (o that ofien, especially when I'm
discouraged, to remind me that ministey is worth it.

The Ups and the Downs of Junior Church

Y

(From left) Grace, Effie and Patsy

Effie Wong

I have really enjoyed being part of a team of wonderful people
teaching in Junior Church. Tt encourages me as we serve together.
The children encourage me when they are attentive and respond

(o the word ol God. The dilliculty is the widce age range of the
children we teach — P[ to P6. It is hard to keep all of them active and
participating. While it is generally easier to keep the attention of the
younger ones, it is a challenge to keep the older children engaged. To
keep from being discouraged, T pray a lot for the children and try to
prepare lessons that are relevant and interesting. The verse that keeps
mc going is Galatians 6:9, “Let us not losc heart in doing good, lor in
due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.” [NASB]

Patsy Low

As anew teacher some years ago 1 was really encouraged by the
passion, love and creativity of fellow teachers to make the lesson
interesting. 'They even set the memory verses to music to make
them easier to learn. Tt is encouraging when the children are paying
allention, bul discouraging when a child is engaged in his/her own
world of reading or day-drecaming. How 1o re-cngage the child is a
challenge which really draws me to pray for the child and for the
teachers.

Grace Ang

I have always enjoyed working with children and am encouraged
when the children use their
gifts for the Lord. Recently the
children started presenting the
offertory during offering time
and I am very encouraged by
thosc who diligently preparce
for this by practising at home.

To keep [rom being
discouraged, 1 pray a lot
(or the children and try Lo
preparc lessons that are
relevant and interesting,
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v all lose heart from time to time. Kven, or perhaps especially, in our service for the Lord, and despite claiming to seek

God’s approval rather than man’s, somelimes circumstances or people rob us of our joy. Al other limes we are called (o be
encouragers to those who need lifting up: we can be God’s instruments of love and care when there is discouragement or crisis.
We can confidently say that discouragement can be overcome, and God uses discouragement to drew us closer to him, as these

three examples show.

Encouragement in a Crisis

Ding and Daisy lound encauragement and edilicalion [rom God and GBC
during Ding’s recenl hospilalisalion for HIN1.

Daisy

It was (rying [or me when Ding was hospitalised, but there was much to
give thanks for. My dear family members, friends from other churches, and
CG members all rallied around to pray for me, comfort and encourage me.
They were all just there, giving their time and seeing to all my needs, We
felt truly loved and were deeply touched. Thank you all.

T was encouraged by the doctor whom Ding shared his faith with: she
encouraged me to play Christian songs for Ding and to bring & pastor
Lo pray [or him. We were blessed that many ol the nursing stall’ were
belicvers and they were singing along and worshipping in Ding’s ward.
Ding’s condition improved remarkably from then on. ¢

Ding

It all happened rather quickly, starting out with a fever and a general
feeling of being unwell. 'I'he situation quickly degenerated into a

fairly serious one with my admission to the ICU. The doctors then
informed me that they had (o intubatle me as my lungs were failing and
my oxygcen level was low. As I reached out to sign the consent form
with wobbly hands, I told the young doctor in attendance that [ am a
Christian and that my God would heal me. | praise God for the peace
that filled my heart before T lost consciousness.

When | regained consciousness some two weeks later, Daisy told me
of the tremendous love and care shown by our family and friends and
especially our care group. The care group started a prayer chain and
showered Daisy with much carc and love, secing (o all her needs and
daily comfort. A dear sister even stayed over with Daisy to make sure
she was alright. It was the personification of Christ’s love in action.

As it turned out, the young doctor and a nursing officer in charge of
my ward were also believers and they dropped by to share a prayer
with me. They too praised the Lord for the healing and encouraged
me to testify to His goodness. Later on, my speech therapist shared
that her family arc also belicvers and she was much encouraged by my
faith. I took the opportunity to share with her a little of what Daisy
and I had been through in our journey in life on a road less travelled.
Without God, our journey thus far would have been much more
difficult to endure.

My entire Chinese New Year 2014 was spent in recuperation at the
hospital. Though T had to breathe through tubes and was also fed
through tubes there was no short supply of CNY goodies in my roomi.
My ‘gang’ ol crcative and loving brothers and sisters in Christ made
surc of that, though sometimes I suspect they rather ‘enjoyed’ it more
than me. My wife and | would like to thank each and every one in

the GBC family for their prayers, encouragement and support as we
continue our journey in this [ife of faith and hope.

“The carce group started
a praycer chain and
showered Daisy with
much care and love,
sceing to all her needs
and daily comfort. ... 1t
was the personification ol
Christ’s love in action.”




Feature

SNIP
ENCO

Often, the Bible teaches us to encourage
one another (1 Thess 5:11), be it through
word (Acts 20:2) or action (Rom 12:8),

in both corporate and intimate settings.
Daniel Cheong approached eight brothers
and sisters in Christ to share about being
encouraged, and giving encouragemend.

“The Church has encouraged me
qﬁgh the m|n|s’rry of core group.

‘nro

that point us fo
we can also dr
each otherin
Lord. This allo
hlmself not Jus’r thr

“To see the Congregation Laifhkully
worshipping in ChUrCh every Sunday is
in ifsel€ spiritually vpli€ting €or me. God
mUst have le€{ such indelible marks on
fheir [ives that this Ceels like the Closest
thing {0 having angels Worship with me in
{he pews. Despite the Crailty o wien, and
shorfness ot lice, there is always space and
time within ovr own Jives fo prepare for
Eternity with ovr Lord
(Ps 90:4-6).”
- Ngiam Sicw Kim
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"One whing thaw has
particwlariy encouragec
My walx iz my care groug.
A special shoub-oul Lo
iny brothers ang sisters
in unrist who have been
stesdfast in faizh and
love ihrougn ups and ]
downusd They are a real
testimony of Jesus®
commananent to love oue
‘anotfers{Jn 13:34-35)."
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Somatimes, mid-worship. T pause
and warvel at the duera(@.ﬁf
the Chuich. Despite our Aierent
backgrunds, nationalitios, ages;
we gather on a Sundag moming,
Joining a long history of saints, to
proclainm timeless truths. This is 4
humbling reminder that the Gospel
has the power to save anvone who

Lelieves!
Bibianna Yeo

e, ~

“Tt isensy o ﬂ;
ast or be complacent, so T agyu
encoumﬂed that God calls us
To keef’ reacking forward for

veater prize — for Christ
(ﬂ\d 313-14). This verse glso
encouraﬂes me To press on
ﬂ\rouﬂh ast dcsarrom‘fmen‘fs
Iorues Let us press on
i Toﬂe‘t her in Clms‘lg-.?
A - ksther V\iq;wg“

—

oF;

EMENT

T kolding on to
Deut 318 as encouvagement

4 as | lvead back +o Claina

AnticibAting many clhhallenges
-le Agficulties to copme but
AVing #aithe that Grod wil

¢ see me thwvougla & Al
\h Hannah Yeo

Encouraging one anothér'ca '
as simple as ﬁhowmg apprem
to those servi ng Falthful{y(fo
example, th Heb 6' ’lﬁf tolet
them know that they. area blessmg

toothers”
- Maggic Ho

"One fﬁiry the Church has 0ncoumyu/
meto do ~ the Church (¢ csﬁmia@ the
older members such as the Aunties
who serve in the children's ministry)
has encomvzge&/ mie to serve with the
énaw/eo/ﬂc that seruing is o great way of
[ractising Christ-like love for athers.”

- Kong Chuan Wei

Look out for the complete quotes on our church blog in the coming weeks!
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Encouraging and Building

Through a book recommendation, Lim Nee Kiah ignites a revelation on marital
encouragement and edlification in a lady involved in a dating relationship.

he Lord has commanded us (o love one anolther with a view (o building one another up in Christ. Opporiunities abound (o

encourage and edify others, so long as our eyes are deliberately open and our hearts intentionally loving and giving. It has
been my privilege to get to know a lady in church who was just embarking on a dating relationship. 1 was concerned that she
first understand God’s purposes for a Christian marriage before even starting to date seriously, so I approached someone else in
church to recommend me o good book for her. To my greol delight, she nol only read the book (Love That Lasts: When Marriage
Meets Grace by Gary and Betsy Ricucci), but also penned the reflections of her reading, which she has graciously consented to

share here.

Marriage is created by God, for Llis glory — first — and this goes against
all secular notions that marriage is meant first for the enjoyment of the
couple. This fills me with joy and excitement: should God allow marriage
(0 be a portion of my life, (hen there is so much more grace o look
lorward to as I [carn of Christ and imitatc Him morc and morc through
the journey, and as 1 also receive Llis love and grace ever more abundantly
through my husband,

The argument laid out in the book has challenged my perspective of

a wife’s calling to submit, which previously | was reluctant to accept.

T cannot run away from the command to submit to my husband, but T
can understand the wisdom behind God’s call for me to submit, and so
dcliberatcely learn 1o be a submissive wile. Biblical submission springs
from an understanding that God has given the heavier responsibility of
leadership to the husband, and thereby coming to be aware of, appreciate
and support the efforts put in by him to fulfil his biblical calling.
Submission can be seen as God’s call for me to learn and show self-
sacrificial love.

Tt is my personal prayer that I learn not to take for granted my boyfriend’s
cllorts Lo love me and provide [or mc, and (o give Lhanks [or any godly
virtuc I sce in him. With this growing awarcness comes the desire to

pray for him according to the Lord's
desires {or him — to [lourish in his
God-given roles and responsibilities
so that he can be a good testimony to
those around him.

Hushand and wile are
uniquely positioned
and privileged to help
each other grow in
holincss, in the image
of Christ, ... This, [
believe, is whai mulual
cncouragement and
cdification is all about.

‘I'ne l.ord has been gracious — and
daring enough — to put us through
some of our present experiences
together. Tam very sure that God will
put our rclationship to the test, and

I pray that we will have teachable
hearts, that He will use this period

of time to train us in righteousness,
holiness, and purity.”

Marriage 1s ultimately to reflect Christ and the church. Husband and
wile are uniquely positioned and privileged (o help each other grow in
holincss, in the image ol Christ. As a church, members arc [ikewise 1o
passionately pursue this same goal in one another’s lives, This, [ believe,
is what mutual encouragement and edification is all about. &




Events | Apr May Jun 2014

18 & 20 Apr Good Friday & Easter Celebration

1. Candles were lit and the lights were dimmed as 4
we remember how Jesus took on our sins in His
body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and
live to righteousness.

Guilty vile and helple
tle ‘Q e He
Full aiSnement can it be
ialleﬂj‘an what a Saviodl
2. On Easler Sunday, lhe choir welcomed Lhe " ™
congregation with a joyous singing of "Happy
Day” — we are no longer scared because He

lives!

3. 4. 5. After the Easter service, GBC
members and visitors mingled downstairs over
a time of fellowship.

31 Mmay Nehemiah War Games

6 —-ﬁ:‘l.‘?.’!w_‘@_ S ——

6. 7. 8. The youths and young adults got to know one another better as they played the Nehemiah War Games where they had to work in teams to build the
walls of their “city”, defend it from attackers and bring the “temple” to their completed “city”.

2210 26 May Pua Mission Trip

9. The team had the privilege of having dinner
with the principal and English head teacher
of Baan Prang School (both seated on the
right) where quite a number of the children

al Kalhy’'s Home allend. We are gralelul lor
the strong relationship built up over the years
between the school, Kathy’s Home and GBC.

10. There is no greater joy than to see the
children growing up into responsible young
adults and maturing in their walk with God. Here
is Karen with some of the bays who have been
with the home since they were young.

11. 12. The children looking forward to the
roast chicken lunch on Sunday which the team
contributes for each visit.




Check out http://english.gracebaptistchurch.sg/blog/category/events- for more photos of the events!

1110 14 June Church Camp

13. "It was double joy to be part of the kids’
zone children’s programme. The joy of
remembering God's great love and saving
grace; and the joy of closer bonds between
the teachers and children. It is our hope that
they grow to hail Jesus as King and glorify
Him."” Teng Soh Choo (1st from the right)

14. “We have learnt to wait and trust in
dependence on our loving, caring God in our
lives." Billy and Luana Chan

15. “Had a great time of intimacy with God
during the camp. Before that, | was far away
from Him — | give thanks that He has put me
back on track. Our patient and loving God is
my Creator; | commit to following Him and
spending time with Him each day to know His
will.” Sachie Hori (back row, 2nd from the left)

16. “Two words — ‘simplicity’ and 'mystery’.

A simple camp that managed to pack init a
spiritual punch. It brought to the front both the
mystery that is our salvation and yet made
simple how we needed to live our lives. Good
camp with lots of time to reflect and mingle
around.” Alvin and Lus Lim (1st and 2nd
from (he righl)

17. "l learnt how to pray publicly among others
through the speaker and fellow campers as
they encouraged me with their testimonies and
experiences. | am really glad that | attended
the camp; there was so much to learn! |

also made many friends as we spent time
together.” Margaret Nah (4th from the right)

18. 19. 20. Our camp speakers, Tony Wong,
David Chang and Desmond Soh.

21.22. 23. 24. Bonding over the combined
games session with the Chinese
Congregalion.




Book Review

T ity i A
|f t t I k 0 you wish to see your faith in God grow? Do you wish to see yourself in God’s
yo U Wa n O Wa O n will? Tf you have answered “Yes”, then vou are in for a treat!
t This book by Dr John Ortberg is about [aith; faith in the living, loving, almighty,
Wa e r, all-knowing and all-prcsent God. It opens up a new horizon of blessings and benefits

when we begin to step out of our comfort zone (the boat), onto the murky waters of

you ,Ve got to get Out Of uncertainty and fear, knowing for sure He is there to rescue us when we need it.

Dr Ortberg, who 1s the Senior Pastor of
the boat. Menlo Presbyterian Church in California, “There is alwavs a call
cxpounds and cxplains Matthew 14:25-33 I .
Soh Swee Kiat encourages us to move faith on the walking of water by Jesus in. the midst (?] V‘V ?ly S Fe‘a‘r, 'Eih\{a} < .
forward and walk on water, as he reviews this of a storm towards the boat of frightened PUASSHIACe, 4 ways &
book on faith by Dr John Ortberg. followers or disciples. Tn 2002, this book decision and E.I]WQYS a
clinched Christianity Today's Book Award changed life.”

winncr. Fach chapter cnds with some
questions for personal or group Bible study.

In the preface, the author says that there is a consistent pattern in Scripture when God
wants to use and improve a life. There iy always a call, always fear, always reassurance,
always a decision and always a changed life.

Dr Ortberg belicves that God has entrusted to us everything we need to fulfil the
purpose for which we are created, but tear made us bury the treasure. To experience
God’s power, we need to take the first step, to get our feet wet; and this is usually at the
point of our fear.

But He gives His most [requent repeated instruction: “Fear not. Do not be alraid.

Be strong and courageous. You can trust Me. [ear not.” I'ear, he says, is the biggest
obstacle to trusting and obeying God and when a person does it habitually, the person
becomes a worrier and suffers losses in five areas: 1) I'he Loss of Self-Esteem; 2) The
Loss of Destiny; 3) The Loss of Joy; 4) The Loss of Authentic Intimacy; and 5) The
Loss ol Availability to God.

The writer says that waiting on God may be the single hardest thing we are called to
do, but the ability to wait is a test of maturity.

Mentioned above are some gems from the book, but far more are waiting for you to
discover when you read through this eye-opener Lo trust God more. It will surely spur
you on lo step out of your cosy and comlortable boat, and to start walking on the
water. When you do so, your faith will be seen as pleasing to Him. Q
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