


Celebration of Worship
September 1, 2024

Prelude

The Prelude is a time to begin transitioning from fellowshipping with our neighbors to preparing our
hearts to worship God.
Please adjust all electronic devices so as not to interrupt the service.

Welcome and Announcements

Welcome to all our visitors. Please fill out the guest registration to let us know of your visit.
Silent Prayer of Preparation for Worship

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things:
Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true
religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit
of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP
Call to Worship from Isaiah 35
Pastor: Be strong, and do not fear! Your God will come to save
you.
All: Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears

of the deaf be unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a
deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Pastor: Then will the wilderness rejoice and blossom. Like the
crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice and shout

for joy.

All: And we, the ransomed of the Lord, will enter with
singing. Everlasting joy will crown our heads.

*Invocation and Adoration
*Worship in Song 57

* Indicates please stand if able. [2]



Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah
(from Psalm 146)

Public Confession of Sin

ALL:  Almighty God, rich in mercy to all who call upon you; hear
us as we come to You humbly confessing our sins; and
imploring Your mercy and forgiveness.

We have broken Your holy laws by our deeds and by our works; and
by the sinful affections of our hearts.

We confess before You our disobedience and ingratitude, our pride
and our willfulness; and all our failures and shortcomings
toward You and our neighbor.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, and out of Your great
goodness grant that we may hereafter serve and praise You
in newness of life through the finished work of our Lord and
Savior, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Silent Prayer of Confession

Comfort and Assurance of the Gospel

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ~ 1 John 1:8-9

Corporate Confession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell.* The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*Some versions of the Creed omit this phrase; it was inserted to affirm the reality of Christ’s
physical death;

**or universal; this phrase simply refers to the fact that the Church is made up of believers of all
times in all nations.

PETITIONING GOD’S PROVIDENCE
Prayers of God’s People

(The pastor will lead us in prayer, reading submitted praises and requests)

ADORING GOD’S GLORY
Public Reading of Scripture John 20:24-31

(Lectio Continua — the practice of reading Scripture in sequence)

Scripture Context:

Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection, but Thomas doubted it because he
did not personally see Jesus. So that Thomas would not remain in doubt, Jesus appeared
to them again, but this time Thomas was there.

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. ?° So the other disciples told him, "We have
seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless | see in his hands the
mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails,
and place my hand into his side, | will never believe." % Eight days
later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, "Peace be with you." ?” Then he said to Thomas, "Put
your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." 22 Thomas
answered him, "My Lord and my God!" ?° Jesus said to him, "Have
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed." 3° Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; 3! but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life
in his name.
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Leader: This is the Word of the Lord!

All: Thanks be to God.

The Giving of First Fruits

Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; *° then your barns will
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. ~Proverbs 3:9-10

*The Doxology (Tune: As the Hart)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Thanks and Dedication
*Worship in Song
Yet Not | But Through Christ In Me

Verse 1
What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace

To this | hold my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine | can sing all is mine
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Verse 2
The night is dark but | am not forsaken
For by my side the Saviour he will stay
| labour on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need his power is displayed

To this | hold my Shepherd will defend me
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Through the deepest valley he will lead
Oh the night has been won and | shall overcome
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Verse 3
No fate | dread | know | am forgiven
The future sure the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And he was raised to overthrow the grave

To this | hold my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released | can sing | am free
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Verse 4
With every breath | long to follow Jesus
For he has said that he will bring me home
And day by day | know he will renew me
Until | stand with joy before the throne

To this | hold my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to him
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Ending
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not | but through Christ in me
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Jonny Robinson | Michael Farren | Rich Thompson
2018 CityAlight Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))
Farren Love And War Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))
Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))
CCLI License # 358658
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He Will Hold Me Fast

Verse 1
When | fear my faith will fail
Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail
He will hold me fast
| could never keep my hold
Through life's fearful path
For my love is often cold
He must hold me fast

Chorus
He will hold me fast
He will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so
He will hold me fast

Verse 2
Those He saves are His delight
Christ will hold me fast
Precious in His holy sight
He will hold me fast
He'll not let my soul be lost
His Promises shall last
Bought by Him at such a cost
He will hold me fast

Chorus
He will hold me fast
He will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so
He will hold me fast

Verse 3
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For my life He bled and died
Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied
He will hold me fast
Raised with Him to endless life
He will hold me fast
Till our faith is turned to sight
When He comes at last

Chorus
/ He will hold me fast
He will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so
He will hold me fast /

Ada Ruth Habershon, Matthew Merker

© 2013 Getty Music Publishing; Matthew Merker Music

CCLI License #358658

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading & Prayer of [llumination

Sermon Text:

James 1:12-18

Preaching of the Word
Have You Trials or Temptations?

*Hymn of Response and Preparation
We Will Feast In The House Of Zion

(vss 1-2)

Chorus
We will feast in the house of Zion

We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things we will say together

We will feast and weep no more
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Verse 1
We will not be burned by the fire
He is the Lord our God
We are not consumed by the flood
Upheld protected gathered up

Chorus

Verse 2
In the dark of night before the dawn
My soul be not afraid
For the promised morning oh how long
Oh God of Jacob be my strength

Chorus

Joshua Moore, Sandra McCracken
© 2015 Integrity Worship Music; Paper News Publishing; joshmooreownsthismusic
CCLI License #358658

COMING TO THE LORD’S TABLE

Invitation to the Table

Fairfield Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians
who actively trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, who are willing to
forsake their sin, and who are members of congregations that
proclaim the gospel to receive the Holy Communion with us. If
you are not able to receive Communion, please use this time to
meditate on one of the following prayers in the bulletin below.

Prayer of Consecration and Confession of Sin

Distribution of the Elements

PLEASE NOTE: The cups in the outer ring contain wine; all other cups
inside contain grape juice.

Please hold the bread and we will partake together signifying our
unity in one Body; please drink the cup upon receiving it in
acknowledgment of your personal union to Christ in His shed blood.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
* Closing Hymn
We Will Feast In The House Of Zion
(verse 3)

Chorus
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things we will say together
We will feast and weep no more

Verse 3
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed
You are the faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together bring shalom

Chorus (2x)

*Benediction

Just as God has the first word in worship, he also has the last word. For those who are in Christ
Jesus, these are always words of blessing. We look up and extend our hands out in a posture of
receiving the blessing of God.

Postlude

Memory Verse of the Week:

Galatians 2:16 yet we know that a person is not justified! by
works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ,2 so we also have
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ
and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one
will be justified.

* Indicates please stand if able. [10]



Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be
the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that | might be undaunted
by the cost of following you as | consider the reasons for doing
so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of
you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief. Lord Jesus Christ, | admit that | am weaker and
more sinful than | ever dared admit, but through you | am more
loved and accepted than | ever dared hope. | thank you for paying
my debt on the cross, taking what | deserved in order to offer me
complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from
the dead, | turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Overcome with Sin Lord Jesus, grant that | may
see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from every
false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable
me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with
perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the pioneer
and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Communing) Lord Jesus,
thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me
more and more to know you, to love you, and to follow you as
your faithful disciple. Amen.

* Indicates please stand if able. [11]



