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Celebration of Worship
June 15, 2025

Prelude

The Prelude is a time to begin transitioning from fellowshipping with our neighbors to preparing our
hearts to worship God.
Please adjust all electronic devices so as not to interrupt the service.

Welcome and Announcements

Welcome to all our visitors. Please fill out the guest registration to let us know of your visit.
Silent Prayer of Preparation for Worship

Almighty Father, who has given your only Son to be to us both a
sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life; Give us grace that
we may always most thankfully receive His inestimable benefit, and
also daily endeavor ourselves to follow the blessed steps of His
most holy life; that dying to sin, and living to righteousness, we may
at last obtain eternal life: through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

Call to Worship

Pastor: Let us raise our voices to worship the Lord in the
beauty of his holiness.

ALL: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Pastor: Let us now worship the Lord in the splendor of his
holiness.
ALL: We have come to exalt the Lord our God and to

worship at his footstool.

Pastor: We rejoice and praise his holy name through Christ,
saying...
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ALL: Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God Almighty, who was,
and is, and is to come. Alleluia, Amen.

*Invocation and Adoration

The invocation should acknowledge that our worship is in vain if it is not Spirit-inspired. Often,
the invocation will also employ the language of adoration and praise, which is very fitting in light
of the vertical, God-focused dimension of this prayer.

*Worship in Song 100
Holy, Holy, Holy

Public Confession of Sin

Most Holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess
before You our sinful nature — prone to evil and slothful in good —
and all our shortcomings and offenses against You. You alone know
how often we have sinned in wandering from Your ways, in wasting
Your gifts, in forgetting Your love. O Lord, have mercy on us, who
are ashamed and sorry for all wherein we have displeased You.
Teach us to hate our errors, cleanse us from our secret faults, and
forgive our sins for the sake of Your dear Son. And o most holy and
loving Father, send Your purifying grace into our hearts, we
beseech You, that we may henceforth live in Your light and walk in
Your ways, according to the commandments of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Silent Prayer of Confession

Comfort and Assurance of the Gospel

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.~ Romans 8:1

Corporate Confession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell.* The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
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of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Some versions of the Creed omit this phrase; it was inserted to affirm the reality of Christ’s

physical death;

**or universal; this phrase simply refers to the fact that the Church is made up of believers of all
times in all nations.

PETITIONING GOD’S PROVIDENCE
Testimony of God’s Work
Prayers of God’s People

(The pastor will lead us in prayer, reading submitted praises and requests)

ADORING GOD’S GLORY
Public Reading of Scripture Judges 11:12-28

(Lectio Continua — the practice of reading Scripture in sequence)

Scripture Context:

Now that Jephthah has become Judge, he tries to negotiate with the Ammonites who
were on the brink of war with Israel. They wanted to reclaim the land that God had given
to Israel over 300 years earlier.

Then Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites and
said, "What do you have against me, that you have come to me to
fight against my land?" 3 And the king of the Ammonites answered
the messengers of Jephthah, "Because Israel on coming up from
Egypt took away my land, from the Arnon to the Jabbok and to the
Jordan; now therefore restore it peaceably." 1* Jephthah again sent
messengers to the king of the Ammonites *> and said to him, "Thus
says Jephthah: Israel did not take away the land of Moab or the
land of the Ammonites, ¢ but when they came up from Egypt, Israel
went through the wilderness to the Red Sea and came to Kadesh.
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17 1srael then sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, 'Please
let us pass through your land,' but the king of Edom would not
listen. And they sent also to the king of Moab, but he would not
consent. So Israel remained at Kadesh. ' "Then they journeyed
through the wilderness and went around the land of Edom and the
land of Moab and arrived on the east side of the land of Moab and
camped on the other side of the Arnon. But they did not enter the
territory of Moab, for the Arnon was the boundary of Moab. *°
Israel then sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, king of
Heshbon, and Israel said to him, 'Please let us pass through your
land to our country,' 2 but Sihon did not trust Israel to pass through
his territory, so Sihon gathered all his people together and
encamped at Jahaz and fought with Israel. ! And the LORD, the God
of Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and
they defeated them. So Israel took possession of all the land of the
Amorites, who inhabited that country. 2?2 And they took possession
of all the territory of the Amorites from the Arnon to the Jabbok
and from the wilderness to the Jordan. 23 So then the LORD, the
God of Israel, dispossessed the Amorites from before his people
Israel; and are you to take possession of them? 2* Will you not
possess what Chemosh your god gives you to possess? And all that
the LORD our God has dispossessed before us, we will possess. 2°
Now are you any better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab?
Did he ever contend against Israel, or did he ever go to war with
them? 26 While Israel lived in Heshbon and its villages, and in Aroer
and its villages, and in all the cities that are on the banks of the
Arnon, 300 years, why did you not deliver them within that time?
27 | therefore have not sinned against you, and you do me wrong by
making war on me. The LORD, the Judge, decide this day between
the people of Israel and the people of Ammon." 2 But the king of
the Ammonites did not listen to the words of Jephthah that he sent
to him.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord!
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All: Thanks be to God.

The Giving of First Fruits

Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; *° then your barns will
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. ~Proverbs 3:9-10

*The Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures
here below; praise Him above ye heavenly hosts; praise Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanks and Dedication

*Worship in Song
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
| once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now | see

'"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour | first believed

Chorus:

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures
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Chorus:

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love amazing grace

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine
Will be forever mine
You are forever mine

His Glory And My Good

Verse 1
| have seen my Father’s glory
Revealed in Jesus Christ
And the more that | behold Him
The more He satisfies
When | gaze upon His beauty
When | see Him as | should
Then my eyes are lifted upward
For His glory and my good

Verse 2
There is hope in every trial
For | can trust the Lord
He will turn my heart towards Him
And help me bear the thorn
So in faith | follow Jesus
On the road not understood
For | know that He is working
For His glory and my good
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Chorus
To our God be the glory
To our God be praise
He alone the name above all names
I will boast ever only in the Lord my God
For | know His glory is my good

Verse 3
See the open arms of Jesus
Upon the cross that day
What they understood as weakness
Deserves my every praise
For the charge that was against me
It was nailed into the wood
Yes | know that He has saved me
For His glory and my good

Chorus
Instrumental

Verse 4

Would | gladly be made nothing
That Christ would be made more
Would | seek the only kingdom

That far outweighs them all

| will stand before my Father

Where the faithful saints have stood
And with joy my heart shall praise Him
For His glory and my good

Chorus
To our God be the glory
To our God be praise
He alone the name above all names
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| will boast ever only in the Lord my God
For | know His glory is my good

Yes, | know His glory is my good

Ben Fielding, Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson
2024 City & Vine Music Publishing Australia; CityAlight Music
CCLI License # 358658

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
Scripture Reading & Prayer of Illumination
Sermon Text: John 4:43-54

Preaching of the Word
The Second Sign

*Closing Hymn 679

‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus

*Benediction

Just as God has the first word in worship, he also has the last word. For those who are in Christ
Jesus, these are always words of blessing. We look up and extend our hands out in a posture of
receiving the blessing of God.

Postlude

* Indicates please stand if able.

Memory Verse of the Week:

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that | have said to you.
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Announcements
Photographs for the church directory are currently in the process. If your
last name begins with letters A-S, please see Abigail Weaver to have your

picture taken.

VBS begins this week. Please be in prayer for the teachers and volunteers.
Please pray for the children attending and for good weather.

Men’s Fellowship has ended for the summer and will resume Aug. 16t See
Pastor Ralph for questions.

Women's Bible Study has ended for the summer. Studies will resume Aug.
2nd, See Linda Bauer or robin LaGuardia for more information.

Wednesday Sermon in Review and Catechism Class are cancelled due to VBS
Week. Classes will resume Wednesday
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