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Once upon a time…
Characters:
· God is the Source of everything, the sovereign King, and a good and loving Father.
· Human beings are the crown of God’s creation made in the image of God to be his representatives in the world.
Setting:
· The garden is full of God’s glory, and everything is very good.
· The pattern of the kingdom is established. The kingdom of God exists perfectly as God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule.
But then an evil serpent…
The Fall:
· The crafty serpent introduces doubt concerning who God is.
· Adam and Eve sin through their disobedience, and the sovereign King rightfully issues a curse that affects humanity’s relationship with God, man, and the earth. 
· Adam stands as our representative, which means we are born as sinners and bear the consequences of the curse.
The Promise:
· The sovereign King acts in sovereign grace by promising to send a Savior who will crush the serpent’s head.
The heart of our King…
The Heart of the King—Love:
· Sin makes us guilty before God, and God’s holiness does not allow him to overlook our sin.
· God’s love compelled him to fix the problem of our sin and his holy need for justice.
The Way of the King—Covenant:
· The Noahic covenant gives us a foretaste of both coming judgment and coming salvation.
· The Abrahamic covenant gives us a foretaste of the gospel in that it highlights righteousness through faith, salvation through substitution, circumcision of the heart, and a longing for the heavenly city.
A kingdom of priests…
A Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation:
· God’s people are to intercede on behalf of others and actively proclaim the excellencies of the Lord so that others may come to know him.
· God’s people are to walk in a manner worthy of their calling.
· God’s people are to represent their heavenly home by reflecting the holiness of God.
The Floor and the Ceiling of the Law:
· God’s law gives us a firm foundation on which to stand and a high ceiling upon which to cast our eyes.
A dwelling place for the king…
Tabernacle, Temple, Jesus, Hearts of Believers, New Heaven and Earth

The hero arrives…

“[An angel of the Lord said,] ‘She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel’ (which means, God with us)” (Matthew 1:21-23).

Question: What details do we learn about Jesus from the above verses?


Quote: “God with us. God with us. God with us!” (Doctor, 156).

WE ARE SAVED BY WORKS—BUT NOT OUR OWN!
“In the truest sense, we are saved by works . . . but hold on. . . . The works that save us are not our works, but Jesus’s. He did what was necessary to save us. He lived a sinless and perfectly obedient life, and then offered all the benefits of that sinless, perfect life to us. He received the punishment for our sins—he was beaten, mocked, flogged, spit upon, and crucified. On our behalf, Jesus died the death we deserved. And he was raised so we would be too. These are the works that save us—not ours, but his” (Doctor, 157).
1. JESUS THE SECOND ADAM

· There are only two types of people: those who are in Adam and those who are in Christ. We are either in the first Adam or in Christ, the second Adam. “Our eternal destiny is determined by which Adam we are in” (Doctor, 162). 

· Question: What does it mean to be in the first Adam? How do we find ourselves there?

· Question: What does it mean to be in the second Adam? How do we find ourselves there?

· Because we are all born in Adam, we must be born again to be in Christ.
	
	Adam
	Jesus
	Me

	Obedience
	Disobedient
(Gen 3:6)
	Obedient
(Rom 5:19)
	

(Gal 2:20)

	Temptation
	Tempted and Satan won
(Gen 3:1-7)
	Tempted and Jesus won
(Luke 4:1-13)
	

(Heb 2:18)

	Curse
	Brought the curse
(Gen 3:14-19)
	Became the curse
(Gal 3:13)
	

(Gal 3:13)

	Death/Life
	Brings death
(1 Cor 15:21)
	Brings life
(1 Cor 15:21)
	

(1 Cor 15:22)


2. JESUS THE RECONCILER

· “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life” (Romans 5:10).
· “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1).

3. JESUS THE REDEEMER

· “Even the Son of Man came . . . to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).
· As our Redeemer, Jesus sets us free from the penalty and power of sin.

· Question: How should our redemption affect the way we live?


4. JESUS THE PERFECT SACRIFICE

· “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin” (Hebrews 9:22). The first glimpse of sacrifice appears as God clothes Adam and Eve with animal skins (Genesis 3:21), and the OT sacrificial system serves to highlight the death-deserving nature of sin. 
· “But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:3-4). Sin requires a more perfect sacrifice, namely the “offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. . . . For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified” (Hebrews 10:10, 14).

5. JESUS THE CONQUEROR 

· “’O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?’ . . . Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:55, 57).

Questions: Which picture of the work of Christ means the most to you, and why? Why is it important to understand all of these pictures of Christ’s work?
