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God's Response to Job
By Terry Kountz on February 23, 2024

TODAY'S READING: Job 38

In Job 38, we witness a remarkable encounter between Job and the Lord. Throughout the
preceding chapters, Job has been wrestling with deep questions about suffering and the
ways of God. He has questioned God's justice and wisdom, longing for an audience with
the Almighty to plead his case.

Finally, in chapter 38, God responds to Job out of the whirlwind. His words are powerful
and awe-inspiring, as He challenges Job's limited perspective and asserts His sovereignty
over all creation. God's questions to Job reveal the vastness of His knowledge and the
intricacy of His design of the world.

God asks Job a series of rhetorical questions, inviting him to consider the wonders of
creation: "Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand.
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across
it?"

Through these questions, God reminds Job of His holy nature and unfathomable wisdom.
He invites Job to humbly acknowledge his limited understanding and trust in the divine
purposes that are beyond human comprehension.

This encounter with the majesty of God humbles Job and brings him to a place of
repentance and awe. In response, Job acknowledges his own insignificance and declares,
“My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore, I despise myself
and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:5-6).

Job's encounter with God in chapter 38 challenges us to examine our own perspectives
and attitudes toward God. Like Job, we may find ourselves wrestling with hard questions
and the ways of God. To be wise in that situation, we have to first repent of thinking we
know it all. We have to repent of believing we do not need help, of trusting our gut instead
of our God.  In those moments, may we humbly submit to the sovereignty and wisdom of
God, trusting in His goodness and providence even when we do not understand.

Moreover, may we, like Job, encounter the majesty of God in the beauty and wonder of
creation. May His awe-inspiring presence humble us and draw us into deeper reverence
and worship of our Almighty Father.
 
Prayer: Lord, open our eyes to behold the majesty of Your creation, that we may be filled
with awe and reverence for You. May Your presence humble us and draw us into a deeper
relationship with You. 
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TOMORROW'S READING: Weekend is for catch-up and review.
MONDAY'S READING: Psalm 51
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