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___________________________________ 
Introduction  
 
What are the signs of a healthy church? 
Is the answer as simple as the membership getting along? 
Is it about having the right doctrinal commitments? 
Just what is a healthy church, and why should we pursue such a goal? 
 
The apostle Paul describes the local gathering of Christians as “the 
church of God, which he purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). 
The word “church” (ekklesia) means “called out ones.” We are called 
out of this world by the grace of God to be His people. Consequently, 
Church life, health, and mission are themes that are emphasized 
greatly in the New Testament. 
 
We have noted in our study of Romans that Paul did not plant this 
church. He knew some in the congregation, as Romans 16 revealed, 
but he was not fully acquainted with the congregation. What Paul had 
heard of the church encouraged him. In Romans 1, he commends 
them: “I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your 
faith is proclaimed in all the world” (1:8). 
 
What impressed him was not the size of their meeting place or the 
popularity of their pastor. He doesn’t even mention those externals. 
He commends them for their spiritual maturity and for living to please 
Christ and to make Him known. Romans was written for people who 
take their faith seriously. Come with me this morning to Romans 
15:14-16, where we discover Signs of a Healthy Church and reasons 
why we should pursue them with all of our heart. 
 
~Romans 15:14-16 
 

 

 

 



 

I. They Were C_______________ by the Gospel.  
        “Full of goodness” (15:14a) 
 
 
 
 
 
II. They Were F_____________ with the Knowledge of 

the T_______________. “filled with all knowledge” (15:14b) 
 
 
 
 
III. They Were C_______________ to Instruct. (15:14c) 

    “competent to instruct one another” 
 
 
 
 

IV. They Were T_________________. (15:15a) 
         “I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder” 
 
 
 
 

V. The B______________ of Gospel Ministry. (15:15-16) 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
“If you can get a reputation in the community as a church in which 
people’s lives are actually changed, you will begin to see some amazing 
things. At the heart of an authentic biblical witness is the display of 
Christ’s love being expressed in a church where the members are 
radically committed to the Lord and to one another.” ~Mark Dever 
 


