First Baptist Church Merritt Island
Senior Pastor Titus Green

June 8, 2025

COLOSSIANS - Hope of Glory

In Relationship with Christ — part 1
Colossians 3:18

[Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.]

This morning, we are continuing our verse-by-verse study of the book of Colossians. And like we do
most weeks, | want to remind you that everything in this section is built on the foundation of our
relationship with Jesus. At the beginning of chapter 3, Paul highlights the fact that when we place our
faith and trust in Jesus, a miracle takes place by God’s power. We are united to Jesus — to His life,
death, and resurrection power.

That spiritual union with Christ changes everything about us. It enables us to be forgiven by God and
adopted as His children. It enables Jesus to live in us by the power of the Holy Spirit. It completely
changes our identity.

And our change of identity in Christ impacts how we should live towards other people. When Jesus
lives in us, He lives like Jesus in us. He is loving and kind and compassionate. He is truthful and
forgiving and patient. No matter who you are or what relationship you are in, Jesus wants to
empower those things in your relationship with others.

But we are entering a section in which Paul addresses dynamics that are specific to certain
relationships. He talks about the relationships between wives and their husbands, children and their
parents, and employees and their employers. And each of those relationships have unique dynamics
that Jesus desires to enable in us in addition to the general things we have already seen.

With that in mind, let’s read this next section in the book of Colossians.

Colossians 3:18-4:1

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and
do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the
Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-
service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do,
work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive
the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be
paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 4:1 Masters, treat your
bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

It will take us the next 4-5 weeks to work through these verses. This morning, we will just focus on
verse 18: Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

It's hard to get a more straight-forward verse of Scripture than verse 18. But it’s hard to find a verse
in the Bible that is surrounded by more conflict, confusion, and controversy than verse 18.

So, what I'd like to do is give you a very simple Big Idea and then spend the rest of our morning trying
to clarify what this verse does and doesn’t mean.



Big Idea: Wives should submit to their husbands in a way that is fitting in the Lord.
That'’s clearly what verse 18 is saying. And it isn’t just verse 18.

e Ephesians 5:22 - Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
o 1 Peter 3:1 - Likewise, wives, be subject (same word as submit) to your own husbands...

The clear teaching of the Bible is that God has designed marriage to function with clear and
complementary roles for husband and wife. Next week, we will see that husbands are called to live
and lead like Jesus in their marriages. And wives are called to support and submit to that type of
leadership in their marriage.

And before we dig in, | just want to encourage all the men and single women not to check out. Even
if you aren’t a married woman, this teaching is very applicable to your life in more ways than you
might expect.

e Married men, you need to know what God is calling your wife to do so that you can encourage her
and better understand how to pray for her and love her well. Also, if you have daughters, you
need to be preparing them for how to live

e Singles, if you want to have a God-honoring marriage someday, then you need to identify some of
the characteristics of a godly wife. And, even if you never get married, it’s likely you will have
married friends. And this lets you know how to pray for them and encourage them.

e There are many ways this passage relates to men and singles, so don’t mentally check out this
morning just because you aren’t a married woman.

So, let’s jump into this often-misunderstood and even more often-maligned idea of wives submitting to
their husbands. | think the best place to start is by simply DEFINING SUBMISSION.

The word submission translates the Greek word hupotasso. Hupotasso is made up of two words.
Hupo means under. Tasso means to arrange or organize. It was originally used to describe soldiers
who would organize themselves into formation under the leadership of their military leader. So,
hupotasso literally means to organize under and refers to the arrangement of someone under the
leadership or authority of another.

And there are two ways this word can be used. One is in the active voice. It's what happens when
someone brings another person under their authority or leadership. Like when a Roman emperor
would conquer a nation and make them his subjects. That’s the active voice.

Then there is the middle voice. In the middle voice, it's something that you voluntarily choose to do.
Like when a citizen of a foreign nation would choose to become a Roman citizen. They were placing
themselves under the leadership of Rome. So, when hupotasso is used in the middle voice, it means
“to voluntarily yield to someone else; or to place yourself under the leadership of someone.”

And that’s how Paul uses the word submit in our text. The call of God for wives is to voluntarily yield
to the leadership of their husbands. This isn’t something that can be done to you. It's something that
is done by you.

And even though that definition sounds simple, putting it into practice is often confusing. Thankfully,
God gives us more than a textbook definition. He provides us with descriptions of submission and
marriage that help us better know how to put submission into practice. So, in the rest of our time



together, | want to give you 5 descriptions of submission that | pray will be help us form a healthy,
biblical understanding of it.

DESCRIBING SUBMISSION

1. Submission is not just for wives.

The call of God to live in submission to others isn’t unique to wive. Every follower of Jesus is called
to live a life of submission.

e Christians are to submit to God as our ultimate Authority.

James 4:7
Submit yourselves therefore to God.

All of us are called to submit to the leadership and authority of God in our lives. That's what it means
to be a follower of Jesus, we are submitted to Jesus as our Lord. We are servants to our core.
Jesus, our Master, is a servant and we aren’t greater than our master.

Husbands aren’t given the right to be dictators in their homes. There’s only One true Authority and it
isn’t the husband, it's God Himself. What that means is that if we have a problem submitting to God-
ordained authority then we have a problem with God being God. Rebelling against God’s design for
leadership and submission is effectively saying that God doesn’t know what’s best and doesn’t have
the right to tell us how to live. That goes for men as well as women. And part of submitting to God is
honoring the leadership He has placed in our lives.

e Christian citizens are to submit to their government leaders.

Romans 13:1
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and those that exist have been instituted by God.

e Christian employees are to submit to their bosses and employers.

Titus 2:9
Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing,
not argumentative,

e Christian church members are to submit to their spiritual leaders.

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no
advantage to you.

Submission is a part of every believer’s life. God has ordered and organized every level of society to
have a leadership structure. It's His good design for us. It keeps chaos from reigning.

So, before we press into God’s call on wives, let me ask each of you to examine your own heart. Are
you living in submission to the authority of God? Is your submission to God being expressed through
a willing submission to the leaders He has placed in your life?



2. Submission is not about the culture we live in.

One of the primary arguments against the Bible’s teaching about submission in marriage is that it was
just a cultural thing in the first century. That was just the way society was ordered 2,000 years ago,
but now we have a different culture. But, when Paul teaches submission, he doesn’t reference the
culture. He references Christ’s relationship to the church.

Ephesians 5:22-24

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even as
Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

Marriage is a picture that is supposed to portray the relationship between Jesus and His people.
God’s design for marriage isn’t a reflection of our culture at large, it's a reflection of Christ’s
relationship with His church.

And that brings up a really important point. The way we think about marriage isn’t supposed to be
informed by our culture — it's supposed to be informed by Jesus. For those who think submission in
marriage no longer applies because we live in a different culture, | would ask, “Do you really want a
marriage like the average marriages in our culture?” Half of them end in divorce.

God has a better, more fulfilling way. Culture didn’t create marriage, He did. And He knows how it
works best. And he says it is best when a husband loves and leads like Jesus and when a wife
supports her husband’s role by willingly yielding to him.

3. Submission is not about husbands getting their way.

Submission isn’t about a woman shutting her mouth, holding her opinions in, and doing whatever the
man says. That’s not how decisions are supposed to be made in marriage. Proverbs 31 is the
famous chapter about godly womanhood.

Proverbs 31:25-26
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with
wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.

Godly wives are encouraged to speak, to share their wisdom and insight with kindness. Even more,
God’s call for Christian husbands is to use their leadership in a very specific way.

Ephesians 5:25, 28-29

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her...In the same way
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no
one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church,

We’'ll talk more about this next week, but God’s design for husbands is to use their leadership to
benefit and bless their wives. Husbands aren’t called to get their way. They are called to give up
their rights to serve the best interest of their wives. Any husband who doesn’t want to know what his
wife thinks or wants isn’t a strong leader, he’s a fool...and he’s not like Jesus.

Most of the time in marriage, decisions should be made together. But there may be those rare
instances when a decision has to be made but a husband and wife can’t completely agree on what to
do. In those cases, God has called husbands to lead in making that decision and the way he is



supposed to lead is not by asking “What selfish desires can | fulfill in this?” He is supposed to be
asking, “What is best for my wife and how can | sacrifice to provide that for her?”

A key truth in this is something called mutual submission - Ephesians 5:21, every follower of Christ is
called to live with a spirit of submission toward every other follower of Jesus. Without abandoning
God’s clear authority structures, even leaders are called to live with a spirit of submission toward the
people they lead...yielding to what is best for them.

lllustration: Deciding where to go to dinner. “Where would you like to eat?” 5 people with 6
answers. Someone has to make that call.

And the way Christian husbands are supposed to make the call is by pursuing the highest good for
the people under their care or coming up with a way to make the decision that wisely attempts to
serve everyone under their leadership.

God’s design for marriage is for husbands to reflect Jesus in their home by living sacrificially and
putting the best interest of his wife ahead of his own self-interest.

4. Submission is not an excuse for abuse.

Colossians 3:18-19
Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be
harsh with them.

1 Peter 3:7

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as
the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be
hindered.

God’s design in marriage is for wives to be loved and never treated harshly — physically, verbally, or
emotionally. He desires that they be honored by their husbands. 1 Peter 3:7 points out that wives
are equal to husbands as heir of God’s grace and that any man who doesn’t honor his wife is not right
with God. That’s why his prayers would be hindered.

Submission is never an excuse for abuse of any kind. Not only is abuse immoral, in many cases it is
illegal. And | encourage any woman who is being abused or threatened to immediately find a safe
place for herself and her children and call the authorities. Submission is not an excuse for abuse.

5. Submission is a reflection of our relationship with Jesus.

Colossians 3:18
Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Ephesians 5:22-24

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even as
Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

When Paul calls wives to submit to their husbands, he connects it to back to their relationship with
Jesus. Colossians 3 — “as is fitting (or proper) in the Lord.” Ephesians 5 says “as to the Lord.”
There are two ways | understand the phrase “as to the Lord.”



First, | think it means that wives are to model their submission to their husbands in a way that is like
their submission to Jesus. That fits well with what Paul says next. He says, “as the church submits
to Christ, so also (or in the same way) wives should submit in everything to their husbands.”

And just think about that for a second. Is following Jesus a terrible thing? Is it demeaning? Is it
something we only do because we have to? No. Following Jesus is the most life-giving, joyful thing
in the entire world. It's a relationship of love and fulfillment.

| believe that’s part of what Paul is referring to. Wives are to live with a willing, joyful, faithful
submission to Jesus as Lord...and in the same way they should have an attitude of willing, joyful, and
faithful submission to their husbands as the God-called leader of the home.

Personality v. attitude. Some personalities are naturally quiet, reserved, and passive. Some are
more naturally outspoken and assertive. Wives, be careful not to think you are called to change your
God-given, God-honoring personality. Even more, men, never fall into the trap of trying to change
your wife’s God-given, God-honoring personality.

God made your wife with a personality that pleases Him. And | know that all of our personalities can
be distorted by sin. We have to be careful not to excuse sinful dispositions by saying “That’s just the
way I've always been.” But there are parts of who we are that are simply the way God has wired us.
(this goes for husbands and their personalities as leaders).

We need to be careful not to form an idea of submission or leadership as a personality trait and then
make people feel ashamed or unfaithful simply because their God-given personality doesn't fit our
stereotype. Submission is not a personality trait, it's an attitude and desire and inclination of our heart
and it begins with a willing, joyful, and faithful submission to Jesus as our Lord.

That brings up the second thing | believe Paul means by “as unto the Lord.” | believe it means that
submission is really more about Jesus than your husband. It's something you do unto the Lord. It's
your way of saying, “Jesus, | love you and | trust you. And if you say this is best for my marriage,
then I’'m going to submit to you by following the leadership of my husband.” In that way, it's more
about a wife trusting and obeying Jesus than it is about her trusting and obeying her husband.

As a matter of fact, that’s one of the boundaries to submission in marriage. A wife is only called to
submit to her husband so long as he isn’t trying to lead her away from Jesus. If there ever comes a
point in time where a husband is seeking to lead his wife into sin or rejection of Jesus, then a wife had
better obey God rather than man. And that’s not a wild card you should play flippantly. If you want
the new red Mercedes Benz and not the white Honda minivan, don’t play the “well, | think the Lord
wants me to have the Mercedes, so I'd be sinning if | let you buy the Honda” card. Make sure you
can clearly point to God’s directives in Scripture and, even then, make your decision with love and
respect toward your husband.

Marriage is precious and important because it's a reflection of our relationship with Jesus. It's a
beautiful picture of Christ and His church. But it's no replacement for the real thing.

So, cultivate your personal relationship with Jesus. Make Him and His word the highest priority in
your heart and home. My word is not the final authority and there is plenty of room for disagreement
with me, just make sure that your view is rooted firmly in submission to Christ and the truth of His
word.

Everyone, are you trusting in Jesus and yielding your whole life to Him? Are you experiencing the
reality of which marriage is just a picture? Wives, are you embracing the Bible’s teaching about your
role in marriage? Husbands, have you been leading like Jesus?



