Announcements
CONNECTIONS—We welcome all who attend as our honored guests. If you are new to Faith
Christian Fellowship, please complete the Connections Card in the pew and stop by the
Connections Desk after the service so we can meet you!

NO SOUL FOOD/SUNDAY SCHOOL—Sunday School and adult Soul Food will return next Sunday at
9am. There are two classes. One class is a discussion group to consider the previous week’s sermon
(Prayer Room). The other class is discussing the book, The Gospel for Real Life,, by Jerry

Bridges (Fellowship Hall).

ADVENT CONCERT/BAZAAR—December 13th Concert at 6pm with the Bazaar before and
after. Please save the date and begin making items to donate for the annual Advent Bazaar. This
special event ushers in the Advent season, preparing our hearts to celebrate Christ’s birth.

ALL FCF WOMEN!—December 6th from 2-5pm. Please join us for a Christmas gathering at the
home of Heather Rice for a time of food, fellowship, and Advent Bazaar craft making! You are
welcome to bring your own projects or participate in those made available there. Please contact
Hannah Ocailap (hannahrstevens92@gmail.com) or Hannah Freeman (hraefreeman@gmail.com)
with any questions. More details available at the Connections Desk.

COMMUNITY GROUP SURVEY—FCF Community Group leaders are conducting a brief survey via
email to gather feedback from the Faith family. If you've not already completed a survey, please
scan the QR code on the screen or at the Connections Desk. We’d like for all to complete this
anonymous survey, even if you've never attended a Community Group. Thank you for your help!

YOUTH MINISTRY—December 5th at 6pm. Parents and families of middle and high school youth
are invited to our D-Group Family Christmas Party Potluck! Come ready for a time of family fun,
games, prizes, food, and our bi-annual parents vs. youth dodgeball game! Sign up by scanning the
QR code on the screen or at the Connections Desk. Hope to see you there!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—Sunday, December 7th following worship. We will hold a
congregational meeting following worship to conduct church business. All are welcome to attend.

PRAYING FOR TEENS AND YOUNG ADULT CHILDREN—Wednesday, December 3rd at
7:30pm. There will be a time to pray for teens and young adult children via Zoom. A link will be
emailed. Everyone is welcome to join. Please contact Cathy Zei if interested in participating or for
more details (cathyzei54@gmail.com or 443-224-8199).

FAITH CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Celebrating the reconciling work of Jesus Christ, Building grace-filled disciples,
Serving Pen Lucy, Baltimore, and the world.
A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
505 E. 42nd Street, Baltimore, MD 21218 Phone: 410.323.0202 Email: fcfoffice@fcfchurch.org
Pastor JB Watkins—Senior Pastor
LARGE print and braille Bibles are available from the ushers.
Session email: elders@fcfchurch.org; Diaconate email: deacons@fcfchurch.org;
Women'’s Leadership Team email: wlt@fcfchurch.org; Women’s Diaconal Team email: wdt@fcfchurch.org
Facebook: Fb.me/fcfchurchbaltimore
Calendar and materials for Sunday services are available online at fcfchurch.org.
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Celebratingthe Reconciliation

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest, to all who mourn and long for comfort, to all who
struggle and desire victory, to all who sin and need a Savior, to all who are strangers and want
fellowship, to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness, and to all who will come, this church
opens wide her doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

ADVENT



Sunday, November 30, 2025
Order of Service

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS—Deacon Scotty Hoelsema

CALL TO WORSHIP—From Select Psalms

Leader: Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in
God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God.

People: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!

Leader: Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in
God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God.

All: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my
being.

SONGS OF PRAISE—Every Praise; If It Had Not Been for the Lord
CORPORATE PRAYER

SONG OF ADORATION—Great Are You Lord

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE—Zechariah 9:9-12

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE—Hebrews 3:1-6

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN—Almighty God, we are sinners. Your Word and our
hearts confirm that to us. We have done things You have forbidden and left undone things
You have commanded. We have not loved You with all our hearts, souls, minds, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. As judge of the whole earth You
would be just to condemn us. Yet in Your love You sent Christ to bear the guilt of our sin
and suffer our punishment. To Him now we flee; forgive us for His sake, and by Your Spirit
help us to live in the light of His sacrifice, lives worthy of Your name. Judge us not
according to our work but according to Your mercy in Jesus Christ. For in Him we hope and
in Him we come before You this day. Amen. Moment of silence for confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON—Leader: Church, be encouraged! For Christ died for our sins
and was raised for our justification. In Jesus, we have been accepted. Because of Jesus we
are forgiven! People: AMEN!

TITHES and OFFERINGS/FRIENDS OF JESUS

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE (HOPE)—The Ellsworth Family
CLOSING SONG—Give Thanks

BENEDICTION—Pastor ]B Watkins

Sermon Notes
SERMON “Advent Hope” [saiah 9:1-7 Elder Ananda Kumar
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glo-
rious the way of the seaq, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on
them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the
yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as
on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a
son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.7 Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

FINANCIAL Update Income Expenses Income minus Expenses
October $68.5K $69.6K -1.0K
Fiscal YTD $249.1K $299.1K -50.0K

A Prayer to Receive and Rest on Jesus Christ for Salvation
“Heavenly Father, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but, through
your Son Jesus, I can be more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. Jesus, I thank you that you
lived the life I should have lived and paid the debt and punishment I owed by dying on the cross for
me. Receive me now. I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.”
If you have made a decision to trust in Jesus Christ for your salvation, please let any member,
usher, or leader know so we may assist you in your spiritual growth as a new believer.




