






   Psalm 134:1-2 
Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 
who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 
2 Lift up your hands to the holy place and bless 
the LORD! 
  

   1 Tim 2:8 
 8 I desire then that in every place the men should 
pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; 
 





   Jonah 2  
 

“Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God 

from the belly of the fish, 2 saying, ‘I 

called out to the Lord, out of my 

distress, and he answered me; out of 

the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard 

my voice. 3 For you cast me into the 

deep, into the heart of the seas, and the 

flood surrounded me;   



    

But all your waves and your billows 

passed over me. 4 Then I said, ‘I am 

driven away from your sight; yet I shall 

again look upon your holy temple.’ 

5 The waters closed in over me to take 

my life; the deep surrounded me; weeds 

were wrapped about my head 6 at the 

roots of the mountains. I went down to 

the land whose bars closed upon me 

forever;6tf the mountains. 

I went down 



    

yet you brought up my life from the pit, 

O Lord my God. 7 When my life was 

fainting away, I remembered the Lord, 

and my prayer came to you, into your 

holy temple. 8 Those who pay regard to 

vain idols forsake their hope of steadfast 

love. 9 But I with the voice of 

thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; 

what I have vowed I will pay. Salvation 

belongs to the Lord!’ 



    

Salvation belongs to the Lord!’ 10 And 

the Lord spoke to the fish, and it 

vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 

 

 Then the word of the Lord came to 

Jonah the second time, saying, 2 ‘Arise, 

go to Nineveh, that great city, and call 

out against it the message that I tell 

you.’ 

 



    

3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, 

according to the word of the Lord. Now 

Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, 

three days' journey in breadth. 4 Jonah 

began to go into the city, going a day's 

journey. And he called out, ‘Yet forty 

days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ 



    

 

5 And the people of Nineveh believed 

God. They called for a fast and put on 

sackcloth, from the greatest of them to 

the least of them.” 

 



 

Despite human 
weakness and 

rebellion God’s saving 
purposes will be 
accomplished! 

 
 



 
“A Prophet, A Fish,  

A City” 
 

Jonah 2:1-3:5 



 
The Prophet – God breaks us that we 
might surrender to Him. 
 
The Fish – God arranges circumstances 
that  we might celebrate. 
  
The City – God brings messengers to us 
that  we might surrender to Him. 



I. God breaks us that we  
might surrender to Him  

 
(2: 1-7) 

 



But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of 
the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship 
going to Tarshish.       Jonah 1:3 



v. 2 “I called out to the Lord, out of my distress, 
    and he answered me; 
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
    and you heard my voice. 





 
II. God arranges circumstances  

for us that we  
might celebrate Him  

 
(2:8-10) 

 



vv. 9-10  But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
    will sacrifice to you; 
what I have vowed I will pay. 
    Salvation belongs to the LORD!” 
10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it 
vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 



 
“a place that ought to have been a place of death became a place of 
deliverance and life” 
      James Bruckner 

“…a place that ought to have 
been a place of death became a 
place of deliverance and life”  
 
      James Bruckner  





Westminster Confession of Faith  

Chapter 5 - “Providence” 

 

1. God, who created everything, also upholds 

everything. He directs, regulates, and governs 

every creature, action, and thing, from the 

greatest to the least, by his completely wise 

and holy providence... 



2. God is the first cause, and in relationship to 

him everything happens unchangeably and 

infallibly. However, by this same providence, 

he orders things to happen from secondary 

causes. As a result of these secondary causes, 

some things must inevitably happen; others 

may or may not happen depending on the 

voluntary intentions of the agents involved; 

and some things do not have to happen but 

may, depending on other conditions. 



 
“a place that ought to have been a place of death became a place of 
deliverance and life” 
      James Bruckner 



“Man makes the plan  
but God made the man!”  





 
III. God brings messengers  

to us that we  
might surrender to Him  

 
(3:1-5) 

 





  
v.4   Jonah began to go into the city, going a 
day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown! 



v. 5  And the people of Nineveh believed 
God.  









 James 4:6-10 
 

6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God 
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched 
and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned 
to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you 









Amos 9:7 
 

 “Are you not like the Cushites to me, O 
people of Israel?” declares the LORD. 
 
“Did I not bring up Israel from the land of 
Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor and 
the Syrians from Kir? 
 







 
“a place that ought to have been a place of death became a place of 
deliverance and life” 
      James Bruckner 



v. 5  … They called for a fast and put on 
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the 
least of them. 



Presidential 
Proclamation to 
declare a  Day of 
National  Fasting  
March 30, 1863 




