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Matthew begins his gospel with a
genealogy: “This is the genealogy of
Jesus the Messiah the son of David,
the son of Abraham” (Mt. 1.1). At first
glance this seems a strange way to
begin the gospel; in reality it is a
remarkably efficient way for Matthew
to let us know right from the start that
we have waded into a much larger
story. Here is a story that reaches all
the way back, a story big enough to
include Abraham’s story and David’s
story—and many more besides. This
is in fact God’s story, brought to its
climax by God’s anointed—his Messiah,
here to see that the Father’s will was
done on earth as it is in heaven.

We rightly focus this time of year on
how this new chapter in God’s story
was good news for all people, and
yet not everyone was excited by this
announcement. In fact, as we enter
into the story, we find that some are
disappointed, some confused, and
some are angry.

King Herod, for one, was not excited to
hear any of this. Herod had written his
own story—a story in which he played
the lead role. He, Herod, was the King,
there was no need for another. Herod
could not receive the good news
because he preferred the story he had
authored to the one being written by
God.

Tragically the Pharisees, some of those
who were the most zealous for the
Lord, could not receive the good news
either. They too had written their own
stories; they had labored carefully and
excitedly over this next chapter. And
of course they had cast God (and his
Messiah) in the lead role, but they
had very specific ideas as to how that
part was to be played and how the
story should develop. They became so
invested in their own ideas and their
own plot that when the Messiah came
they dismissed him with anger and
confusion for spoiling the story they
had written.

The fact is that we (humanity) are
always tempted to become the
authors—and the heroes—of our own
stories. Sometimes we do it knowingly,
and with bad intentions (Herod), other
times we may think we are helping God
along (the Pharisees). What God asks,
by contrast, is for people willing to live
within His story, people who will allow
their lives to be shaped by what He is
doing. But living like that is not easy.
Living in God’s story requires enough
humility to believe that God’s plan is
better, and enough faith to trust him to
what he has planned.

Starting in the new year, we will begin
a sermon series titled, “Shaped by
God'’s Story.” Together, we will explore
how we can stop stealing the pen and
start trusting God enough to live in his
story. We will hear stories from some
in our congregation who have been
changed by God’s story. Join us we
explore God’s story together and learn
to better participate with what he is
doing.
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Redemption—Romans 5:8
Restoration—Revelation 21
Call—Ephesian 2:9-10

JAN. 5 Creation—Genesis 1 & 2
JAN. 12 Fall—Genesis 3

JAN. 19

JAN. 26

FEB. 2
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