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In the corporate world, an annual report is a statement of, “Look at 
what we did.”  For us, I think a more appropriate statement would be, 
“Look at what God has done.”  We have been living into the vision and 
mission God set before us: opening the Gospel to Carson City and 
beyond. 

As you read through this Annual Report, you might keep in mind the 
theme passage we used in stewardship this past year: Deuteronomy 8, 
with its call to remember.  It was part of Moses’ farewell speech to the 
Israelites – a people who had come from slavery and bondage in Egypt 
through forty years in the desert – and he reminded them to see how 
God had been faithful in leading them.  For us, emerging out of a two-
year … can we call COVID a time wandering in the desert? … it is 
important that we look with eyes of faith to see how God has been faithful in leading us, too. 

Last year, we set out some goals in response to God’s leading.  You will see throughout the rest of this report 
many different ways we have seen God at work in our midst doing the very things we had discerned in prayer.  
Here is what we set out to do (from last year’s annual report): 

We are praying for God to grant us discernment in how to grow well.  We want to grow as disciples: 
deepening our faith and growing in our love for Jesus.  We want to grow as witnesses: finding 
opportunities to share the grace we have received with others.  We want to grow as a congregation: 
equipping people to create content for worship and training up leaders who can share the faith with 
the next generation.  We want to grow the church: in cultivating new covenant partners and planning 
to seed, start, and support new congregations.  We want to grow as a blessing to the community: 
responding to God’s call to reach out to those we have been sent to serve.  In short, we want to live 
into the mission God has set before us: opening the gospel to Carson City and beyond. 

Did we grow well?  As I look back, I think the answer is a resounding yes.  We certainly have much more to do 
going forward; but as we do a status check, there is much to celebrate.  Yes, praise God! 

First, we welcomed Stewart Peebles to serve as music director.  His coming on staff was more than an answer 
to prayer.  The profound impact of Stewart’s ministry has already been observable.  I am writing this report in 
the afterglow of the cantata, “Let There Be Christmas.”  We have been inspired by the quality of the music, the 
joy of the musicians, and the encouragement of the congregation.  If the metric we are using to “remember” is, 
“Are we growing well,” then I think what we have seen across the music ministries of the church would cause 
us to say, “Yes, praise God!”  

Second, we have continued to celebrate baptisms.  Again this year we have had both adult profession of faith 
baptisms and parents presenting their children for baptism.  We celebrate God’s hand at work in raising 
people up to share their faith.  Thinking about how we are opening the gospel, these baptisms are a very 
visible and tangible reminder of God’s movement here and now. “Yes, praise God!”  

Third, the clerk’s report will show how many new covenant partners (members) we have received this past 
year.  People have come for a variety of reasons, not least of which is that the congregation has been inviting 
them.  They have gotten involved in all different aspects of the life of this congregation.  Each time we have 
the public reception in worship, I marvel at how God has strengthened the body here.  “Yes, praise God!” 

Fourth, we have watched the stage in the Family Life Center fill with children on Sunday mornings during 
coffee hour.  This marks another answer to prayer.  From the nursery through high school, we are seeing more 
and more of the next generation.  And, even better, they are hungry for the gospel.  They are asking great 
questions and wanting to learn what it means to be a follower of Jesus.  “Yes, praise God!” 

Fifth, we have seen many people participating in fellowship, ministry, mission, and outreach in a variety of 
ways.  Just using the Aunt Betty’s Studio as a simple example, we have had great participation in the serious 
and the silly – the Advent Devotional series and things like the Mr. Potato Head skit.  Again, that is just one 

 (continues next page) 
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example; there are many others.  From Bible studies to volunteer service, to officers of the church exercising 
spiritual leadership, the participation is so important because it is a powerful way to be witnesses for Jesus 
Christ to the community.  “Yes, praise God!” 

Sixth, we have seen changes to the facilities that are an encouragement for ministry going forward.  Work 
continues on the old sanctuary, to preserve it and remember its role in the lives of many people in this 
community.  When we hosted the Mark Twain event, there were numerous comments of people from around 
town who were delighted to be able to see it again, to think about what happened in that space that was 
important to their families, and to have hope that it might be a blessing to others in the future.  Additionally, 
we have a ‘Coffee Palace’ now that is a part of the fabric of our coffee hour after worship.  

To sum up: 

Our fellowship matters and it is strong.  

The ministry is important and we are being faithful to Jesus’ call to “go.”  

The mission and our missionaries are being supported locally, nationally, and internationally.  

Our outreach is blessing people in the name of Jesus Christ in ways beyond our imagination. 

All of which leads us to say, “Yes, praise God!” 

 

 Looking into 2023 

As we look into 2023, we remain on the course.  We are praying for God to lead us in opening the gospel to 
Carson City and beyond.  Among the things we are looking forward to seeing are:  

1. A concerted effort to be in prayer for God’s church.  We are going to pray for the continued growth of 
this congregation and that the way may be made clear as to how to begin planting new congregations 
in the communities around Carson City.  

2. Developing opportunities for youth service and participation in the life of the church.  Plans are 
underway for a youth choir, for production of video programming through Aunt Betty’s Studio, for 
training to be liturgists and participants in worship, and for a youth group.  

3. Encouraging composition and creative arts for worship.  God has blessed this congregation with gifted 
musicians and artists.  We want to make opportunities for their voices and talents to be expressed in 
offerings in worship.  We can be intentional about creating, strengthening, and expanding the culture 
of worship.  

4. Increasing participation in mission.  Whether it is in going on short term missions, being a contact or 
encouragement for the existing national and international missionaries we support, or praying for new 
opportunities, we want to continue to be faithful to God’s leading in supporting the spread of the 
gospel.  

5. Deepen our walk of discipleship. Locally, we want to be providing opportunities to teach, train, and 
send witnesses as Jesus commanded. Whether people are experiencing God’s grace for the first time or 
are long-time believers plumbing the depth of God’s love, the walk of discipleship continues on. 
Through the sermon series, Bible studies, and other activities, we are looking to grow in number and in 
maturity. 

So, enjoy reading this report remembering God’s faithfulness and all the ways we can say, “Yes, praise God!”  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, I thank God for all of you and I thank God for the privilege of serving you as your 
pastor.  God bless you all! 

Your brother in Christ, 
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Remember.  As we wrapped up 2022, many friends approached me with, “Remember when…”  Everyone has 
their own favorite moment in the life of First Presbyterian Church, each one a remembrance of God’s 
faithfulness in our ministry.  

Events 

Our events this past year ranged from movie and game nights to crafting days, the 
bicycle poker run, Aces game, ice cream social, August Alliteration Adventure, sock hop, 
and Christmas caroling.  Social gatherings started slowly, as we were still very cautious 
about large groups, and throughout the year, attendance at most events was down from 
previous years.  Still, people enjoyed many fun times, especially the ice cream social, 
August Alliteration Adventure, sock hop, and caroling. 

Aunt Betty’s Studio 

Aunt Betty’s Studio grew in 2022.  We welcomed new volunteers who took on the task of 
learning new skills and applying their creative talents to produce, film, and edit a wide 
variety of videos.  Faye Wheeler’s “The Story Behind the Hymn” continued to be a 
popular staple of our YouTube library, entering season 5.  Dan Skinkis joined with Rob 
Scanland for a new show called “Behind the Curtain.”  We produced readings of the 
Passion story for Holy Week, The Mary and Sherri Show (mid-week announcements), and 
an Advent video devotional series.  A few of our specials included an interview with 
“Mark Twain” (MacAvoy Lane) and The Saga of Mr. Potato Head.  The Advent devotionals 
became a favorite of many locally, nationally, and internationally.  As of this writing, the 
28 days of videos had 2,745 collective views.  We currently have 272 subscribers to the First Presbyterian 
Church YouTube channel.  2022 saw 17,964 views of various videos with 2,605.4 hours of watch time, and 65 
new subscribers. 

Sunday School 

Children’s Sunday School became more regularly attended this year.  Praise God!  Karen Klug consistently 
taught between 3-6 students each week.  Karen has been focusing on people of the Bible, as well as Bible 
basics, and involving parents with their children’s learning.  Kaye Vibe has been a faithful substitute when 
needed.  Thank you, Kaye!  We can always use more teachers and substitutes, especially as we grow.  Along 
with our kindergarten through third grade kids, we are seeing more fourth through sixth graders each week, 
leading to the need for an upper elementary class.  And we are welcoming some older kids at Youth age.  
Plans for Youth involvement are in the works. 

Nursery 

The nursery saw a lot of change this year.  We started 2022 with Nicole Neal as our Nursery Director, and no 
kids.  As the year wore on, life called Nicole to other pursuits, and she stepped away from the nursery.  She 
remains a faithful covenant partner, and we wish her well in all of her future endeavors.  We went for some 
months without a director, and during that time, attendance began to pick up.  God provided bountifully when 
Susan Secoy-Reiser accepted the position.  She came onboard with enthusiasm and joy, and is making many 
positive changes and updates to the nursery.  Each Sunday we enjoy 2-4 youngsters, and look forward to being 
blessed with more in 2023. 

Sherri Gurney 

Family Ministries Coordinator 
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Hello!  I’m Susan Secoy, and I’m your new Nursery Coordinator.  I was born and raised in Ohio and 
got my teaching degree at Ohio State.  Then I received my master's in educational administration 
from Penn State.  I also took courses at U. Va. concentrating on gifted education.  I taught in 
Columbus, Ohio, State College, Pennsylvania, and Charlottesville, Virginia in grades 1 through 5 
for 38 years. 

During the summer between my junior and senior years in college, I met and dated John Reiser 
when we both worked at a taffy shop in Estes Park, Colorado, but we went our separate ways. 

During the next 40 years I tried to find him several times. Once the computer was available, I found him 
through Arizona State ‘Find a Friend.’ They sent him my information, and the rest is history!  I retired and 
moved to Carson in 2003.  Since John has returned to the Presbyterian church and I have become a member, I 
have loved every moment!  I have met many members that mean so much to me!  I've joined several Bible 
study groups, been a Deacon, and am looking forward to a new role in my church life!  
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Looking back over this past year, it has been a challenging time to re-recruit the choir as 
the new director of music ministries.  My job and position started in April of this year.  It 
was my job, with the help of Jacque Dyer and Hallie Kirk, to restart the choral program and take on the 
direction of overseeing the Praise Team, individual soloists and instrumental soloists whenever they were 
available to participate.  

With the help of God and his faithfulness, this has become a successful calling and beginning for me and the 
music program.  The choir started off with about 18 people and has gradually grown to approximately 32 
choir members, meeting every Thursday evening at 7 pm until 9 pm.  Each vocal section has grown 
tremendously, bringing in past and new members of young and old.  I have been gradually improving the 
musical skills of each member, making them a strong choral unit.  The choir, for the first time, sang through 
the entire summer, singing a new anthem several times a month, and leading the congregation throughout the 
worship services.  This could not have happened without God’s help. 

Along with the growth of both the Chancel Choir and Praise Team, comes change!  With the support of the 
Session Committee and prayers to God, new floor risers have been approved and purchased for the choir that 
will help support the growth and placement of the choir in the Sanctuary.  This will support room onstage for 
ten additional members to join, sing, and be a part of our Chancel Choir.   

The choir for the first time sang a Christmas Cantata called, “Let There Be Christmas,” that not only included 
members of the choir, but also additional singers within our Praise Team, church, community, and other 
churches.  This combined effort is part of our outreach program to help spread the word of God, and our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.   

Our Praise Team has been growing vocally and instrumentally throughout this year.  Growth within our church 
has brought us new talent to be shared within our Praise Team.  This has helped us to develop different 
groupings of team members to perform on alternating Sundays to help spread God’s message during our 
worship services throughout the entire year. 

The audio/visual team, lead by Joel Kirk, with the help of Sherri Gurney, have been going through change as 
well.  The team is currently working with new audio variations that have been presented due to the new 
staging and microphone placement.  After the loss of a tech support member, Joel has been training and 
developing the skills within our audio/visual team.  The hope is that the audio/visual team will continue to 
keep advancing and grow as a full production unit.  The First Presbyterian Church currently livestreams every 
worship service throughout the year.  This has become a way to help keep our members involved as a part of 
the worship service, helping to continue to spread the Lord’s word within our community. 

Our bell choir, “Grace Notes,” under the direction of Paul Weaver, continues to bring joyful ringing within our 
Sanctuary.  Being the director of music ministries, I have joined the bell choir, learning under Paul’s leadership 
as a beginner.  This helps me better understand the importance of this special program and its contribution to 
our church and worship services.  Grace Notes meets every Wednesday morning at 9 for an hour of practice 
and fellowship.  

This past year, the church has been experiencing growth within certain areas of the church with the help of 
our God.  Within growth, comes change.  An area which I plan to expand on this coming year will hopefully be 
a Youth Choir!  Recently, there has been a growth with families with young children becoming a part of our 
church and an interest from the youth to be in a choir.  It is a tricky situation to find a correct day and time for 
the youth to meet and sing, but with God’s help and guidance, I’m sure that I will be able to find a finite 
solution. 

 
(continued next page)  

Music 
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I have truly enjoyed my time this past year getting to know the Presbyterian congregation and receiving 
wonderful support from the church staff.  The Lord has helped guide me with this new position and has 
provided me with an incredible gift of talented musicians that help make this music ministry a success.  With 
the continued support from the church members, my Lord and Savior, and our staff, I know that the new year 
will be a rewarding one, full of Praise, Wonder, and new musical experiences. 

God’s Blessings as we journey together into the new year. 

Stewart Peebles  
Director of Music 

The Chancel Choir presented 
 a wonderful 

Christmas Cantata,  
“Let There Be Christmas” 

 

A big thanks to everyone 
(only a few are shown here…) 
who have participated in the 
Praise Team groups, leading 
us in great musical worship! 
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First Presbyterian Church is blessed with SO many wonderful volunteers – where would we be 
without you? 

Thank you to the many (more than are individually mentioned here…)  
who provide their time and talents  

to keep things running smoothly here at First Presbyterian Church! 

To all the Coffee Fellowship ladies, led by Elder Linda Ritter, who coordinate, prepare, and serve 
delicious treats every Sunday.  To Candi Euler and her team who provide fabulous beverages in 
the new Coffee Palace! 

To the members of the Buildings & Ground Committee, led by Elder Bob Stroh this past year, who do 
an enormous amount of work keeping the church property safe, clean year-round, and who even 
do special projects like redoing the Nursery and revamping the old small kitchen into the new, 
fabulous Coffee Palace! 

To the Audio Visual Team who produce livestream worship services and coordinate with our 
Director of Music for Choir and Praise Team sound needs.  Joel Kirk, Ken Pearson, Josh Russo, Joe 
Gurney, Sam Chenin, Troy Stansbury, and Paul Weaver, led by Pastor Bob! 

To the volunteers of Aunt Betty’s Studio who create, film, edit, and produce our mid-week 
announcements and the various video series so many enjoy.  They also do projects for 
organizations out in the community and have developed a sterling reputation for their work! 

To the Praise Team and various Musicians who have participated in providing music every Sunday.  
Director, Stewart Peebles, is doing a fantastic job keeping us making a joyful noise to the Lord.  

To all the Elders and Deacons who have faithfully continued to handle the business of the church 
and outreach to the congregation and community leading both from the front and behind the 
scenes. 

To committee members and other volunteers who show up to take care of church maintenance and 
myriad other tasks behind the scenes to keep the church facility in great shape and safe for all. 

To everyone who is stepping up to help plan, coordinate and execute the fun special events and 
fundraisers being held throughout the year 

To our Ushers and Greeters who are the first line of welcome to congregants and visitors who are 
greeted as they come into our church, assisting with seating  and helping maintain compliance to 
current restrictions. 

To the Office front desk volunteers, the counters and various other volunteers who have helped in  
SO many ways.  We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED AS WELL!   
TALK WITH SOMEONE WORKING IN THE AREA YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BEING INVOLVED IN OR 

LEARNING ABOUT, OR CALL THE OFFICE. 
Thank you to you all, 

The Church Office Staff 
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Session Committees 
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As we look back at 2022, may we never forget that God is sovereign, even if we don’t always understand His 
plans.  2022 was more “normal” than the last two years, although some have still not been able to return to 
Sunday worship in our sanctuary.  Again in 2022 we were able to pay our staff and met 100% of our mission 
commitments.  Through special giving, several improvements were made to the old sanctuary and the Mission 
Committee was able to send extra financial donations to the almost 20 different organizations we support 
due to Christmas Eve offering.  Even though our giving for 2022 was below the budget, spending is more 
below budget, so we have a positive cash flow for the year.  Considering all that has happened this year, we 
can all praise God for giving us the ability and desire to see His church move forward in proclaiming the 
gospel and helping those in need, both locally and around the world. 

Our 2021 financial books were reviewed by an independent CPA company and found no exceptions. 

I would like to thank the following people that helped count the offering each week and make the bank 
deposits: Kaye Keeton, Ron Roberts, Grace Speicher, Susan Rose, Lynn Hunter, Arlene Carter, and Carol Wilson. 
Also, each check written required two independent signatures.  Thanks to the check signers: Keith Macdonald, 
Barbara MacSween, Jane Hancock, Faye Wheeler, Dave Berger, and  George Stanton. 

Our bookkeeper Cynthia Mirabal-Jones has done a great job and has become very involved in our church life. 

 

Prayer Requests for 2023 

Our current pledges for 2023 are 3.25 % greater than 2022.  May our giving meet the budgeted needs of our 
programs and/or staff. 

Elder George Stanton 

As we continue to move past the pandemic’s limitations on meetings, 2022 had more open opportunities for 
adult education than 2021.  In addition to ongoing Bible Studies on many mornings, we had Sunday School 
with Bill Rose and the Wednesday Pastor’s Study held both mornings and evenings.  

Adult Sunday School concluded its study of Believe with Bill Rose.  Then, they looked at the “I Am” statements 
of Jesus.  

The Pastor’s Study covered 1 and 2 Peter during the Spring.  We had a video series “Walking With God In The 
Desert” by Ray Vanderlaan during the summer, and then beginning September, we studied the Sermon on the 
Mount.  
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•  •  •  • 

The intrepid volunteers who comprise your Buildings and Grounds crew, have had a busy year in 2022 with 
too many projects big and small to enumerate fully.  Our budget includes all utilities for the church, along 
with phones, insurance, janitorial services, snow removal plus all property maintenance and improvements.   

Along with the ongoing “routine maintenance” of replacing light bulbs, fixing clogged bathrooms, making fire 
alarm repairs, and a myriad of small tasks to help keep the church operating smoothly, we had some bigger 
projects throughout the year.  So here’s a brief listing of some of the highlights from the past year: 

 Creating the “Coffee Palace” out of the old small kitchen 
 Refinishing the floors in the FLC 
 Held Spring and Fall property clean-up days 
 Completed the insulation of all HVAC lines on the roof 
 Dealt with clean-up from the severe wind damage to the large trees along the east side of the 

property 
 Dealt with fire alarm and sound system damage from a major ‘power surge’ 
 Applied for and received the Nauman Grant, providing supplemental funding to undertake new 

signage and landscaping at the damaged NE corner 
 Cleaned most of the blue fabric chairs in the FLC 
 Contracted to have the carpets and pews cleaned in the sanctuary 

Always on call, our dedicated members have all worked to minimize both big and small expenses throughout 
the year, and have gladly donated their time and talents for First Presbyterian Church. 

Elder Bob Stroh 

Buildings & Grounds Chair 2022 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above.”  James 1:17 

In 2022 we have seen God’s faithfulness and have reason to rejoice.  Our staff has been working hard to 
minister to our congregation. 

Office Manager, Margo Weaver, has faithfully produced the Trumpet and weekly bulletin along with other 
duties too numerous to mention.   

Family Ministry Coordinator, Sherri Gurney, planned many events, including a sock hop, caroling, Mr. Potato 
Head group adventure, and my personal favorite, the Advent Devotionals.   

Our hardworking, talented bookkeeper, Cynthia Mirabel-Jones, along with her husband Steve, has become 
an asset to our church.   

Our new Director of Music Ministry, Stewart Peebles, has been blessing us with his leadership, musical 
ability and love of Jesus.  The Christmas Cantata, “Let there Be Christmas” was a wonderful celebration of 
Jesus’ birth. 

We recently hired Susan Secoy as our Nursery Coordinator.  Susan has thirty-eight years of elementary 
teaching experience.  She is excited with her new position.  Welcome Susan! 

Our Pastor, Bob Davis, continues to bless us with his gospel teaching.  Whether it be Sunday morning, the 
pastor’s study on Wednesday, or a personal get together.  Bob encourages us to spread the Good News of 
what God has done and has yet promised to do.   

As we look to 2023 let us all encourage and pray for our church staff. 

Elder Barbara MacSween 
Personnel  
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This Mission report is a recap of some of the many things that the Mission Committee, on behalf of FPC 
Carson City, collectively with the help of the Holy Spirit, were able to 
accomplish to help those in need and to open the Gospel to Carson City 
and beyond in 2022.  

An appropriate Bible verse for 2022 is from Psalm 24: “The earth is the 
Lords’ and the fullness thereof, the World and those who live in it; for he 
has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. “ 
 
In March, five of us from FPC headed off for a mission trip to one of those 
places God founded on the sea, Belize.  This was our third trip to the 
small village of Seine Bight (pronounced Sane Bite) in the southern part 
of the country.  We were the first 

mission group that had come to the 
village and Calvary Chapel since 2019.  We knew that we were going to 
be doing a little teaching  and some type of construction project, but no 
details.  It turned out the construction project was a small house, about 
10 by 12 feet in size, across from the church and occupied by a single 
mom and her three boys.  The place was in pretty rough shape!  We 
were fortunate to be able to rebuild part of the foundation, put in new 
windows, patch the wood siding, build new stairs, put on a new roof, and 
paint both this house as well as the owner’s mother’s house next door.  
We would not have been able to do half of what we did without the 
help of a young man, Ryan, who had felt called to the village and the 
church and moved down with his entire family a few months before we arrived.  Praise God!  On the teaching 
front, Miss Jenny taught a women’s retreat, Miss Karen did a Wednesday evening youth lesson and Sunday 
school.  She is a master at remaining calm in the midst of chaos!  Mr. Rob was blessed to be able to share the 
message on our second Sunday at the Calvary Chapel.  It was not all work and no play, we did enjoy a day of 
snorkeling in the cayes and a day on a jungle cruise on the Monkey River (both individually funded).   

We also had Lu Hawley and members of the Karen Leadership Development 
Project (KLDP) come and visit us this year.  It was their first group trip abroad 
since the pandemic.  They led worship and we had a wonderful time seeing them 
and getting to know them better.  Lu was joined by Keeki, Director of KLDP; Pang, 
the KLDP student coordinator; and recently seminary graduate, Chai.  It was so 
good to enjoy their company and fellowship.  

We continue to be delighted and amazed to see again this year how God has 
used Aunt Betty’s Studio and it’s talented group of staff and volunteers to help 

                                                                     those we support, to promote other non-profits and public-service groups in our 
community.  I’m sure there is lots more in store in the years ahead.  Chairmen Dan Skinkis and Rob Scanland 
did a new video series this year, on behalf of the Mission Committee, titled “The Christian Walk – A Look 
Behind the Curtain”.  It was envisioned to share the gospel with Carson City and beyond by sharing stories of 
Dan and Rob’s personal walk of faith and to encourage others to reflect on and/or begin their own walk.  
A couple of other church project highlights that you all made happen: The Life Choices Baby Bottles here at 
FPC raised over $2,000.  You shopped and filled 59 bags and the barrel for the Northern Nevada Dream 
Center.  You bought gifts for the Angel Tree ministry and you filled 94 shoe boxes at Christmas for Samaritan’s 
Purse.  Well done!   

In 2022 we were again able to open the Gospel and our doors to Night off the Streets (NOTS) for the entire 
month of December.  We provided 740 bed nights in 2021, and 1,125 bed nights in 2022, a 52% increase over 
the prior year.  A huge thanks to all of you who have volunteered for shifts, who cleaned, who set-up and took 
down chairs and tables and who fed guests Christmas morning.  A huge thanks to Kyle Hamilton, who serves 
on the NOTS Sunshine Committee, for being that un-sheltered person HERE in November to encourage us and  

  
(continues on next page) 

Keeki and Chai 

Chris Love, Jenny Scanland, Karen & Mike 
Klug, and Rob Scanland 
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to Jenny Scanland for her service on the NOTS Board and all her behind the scenes efforts that kept the ship 
afloat and headed in the right direction.  Thanks so much and God bless you guys!  With the help of the Holy 
Spirit we tried to show our guests that we are Christians by our love.  Please be praying for our guests and 
that we might be a blessing to everyone who enters this place.  Please contact Mission Committee members 
and Pastor Bob with any questions or for ways you can help. 

We established a new and deeper relationship with, ECO recommended, World Renew.  This 60 year old 
Christian organization does disaster relief around the World.  We were able to do a small part to help those 
suffering in the Ukraine and those impacted by the war and lack of grain exports from the Ukraine in 
Bangladesh.  Please be praying for them and all those suffering. 

In 2022 our own wonderful Connie Stanton made a lovely quilt for our Ecuadorean 
daughter in Christ, Fernanda Tapia.  A picture of the quilt is shown on the left.  In 
January, 2023 the congregation signed the back of the quilt with a comment, 
prayer, or thought to Fernanda . We then worked out the logistics of how to get the 
quilt to her.  Once received, she can wrap herself in God’s love from her Christian 
family here at the First Presbyterian Church in Carson 
City, Nevada.   

The other picture is Fernanda (on the left) and her 
mother, Maria, at Fernanda’s high school graduation.  
Please continue to be praying for Fernanda’s return to 
full health and then for her successful journey on to the 
University and then Medical School.  “For all things are 
possible with God”  Mark10:27.  

We were able to fulfill ALL the mission obligations we made at the beginning of 
the year.  In addition to the proceeds from the Christmas Eve offering that went directly to Missions, we were 
able to add an additional end of the year $105 to each and every one of the twenty-eight people and 
organizations we supported this year.  In 2022 we were able to give a little over $53,000, which represents 
12.8% of the total General and Loose offerings given in 2022.  We were again a “tithing” church.  Thank you 
all for that wonderful blessing!  What do you say we try to raise that number in 2023 to 14%? 

The mission committee and Chairman Dan would love to encourage each one of you to join us on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 5:30 PM and be a part of God’s Mission Plan here at FPC. 

God Bless you and Happy New Year! 

Your Mission Committee 
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This year, post pandemic, we have seen attendance at the Fellowship Hour continue to grow.  There have 
been new faces and we have been blessed to welcome friends back.  We are thrilled to see long lines form 
for refreshments and the tables filled with everyone catching up from the week and sharing the love of Christ 
with one another. 

“Setting the table” for this opportunity for fellowship wouldn’t happen without the committee of three 
individuals that can always be depended upon to arrive early each Sunday to set up, prepare, serve, and 
clean up. Connie Stanton, Mary Ruiter, and Cynthia Mirabel-Jones make the Fellowship Hour happen each 
week, and they do it with joy in their heart and a smile on their face.  There are several others that pop in to 
help, and I hope they know how much they are appreciated as well! 

Thanks to everyone that have so generously brought in food and supplies this year.  We have been able to 
stay well under budget because of you.  The Fellowship Hour provides an opportunity for us all to serve 
others and put the love that Jesus puts into our heart into action.  A sign-up sheet is always at the head of the 
table, and I want to encourage everyone to consider bringing something in from time to time.  Or if you don’t 
want to bring food, we are also always looking for help with setting up before and/or cleaning up afterwards.   

A special thank you to the Strohs for being generous suppliers of plates, cups, muffins – and anything I put on 
the supply list.  Coming into the kitchen, I am always thrilled to see the things on that list “magically” appear! 

We have also been able to help with several of the Family Ministries programs this year. Thanks to our grill 
master Dale Hatchell for preparing the meats for our summertime events – it’s always delicious! 

2022 has been a good year for FPC Fellowship. We are looking forward to a busy and fruitful 2023! 

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with 
us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.                   – 1 John 1:3 

Elder Linda Ritter 

Fellowship Chair 
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The Worship and Music Committee oversees many of the elements of the worship service.  Our goal is to 
provide the environment to allow meaningful worship for all those attending.  Working with Pastor Bob and 
the Director of Music Ministries, we oversee the Chancel Choir, Praise Team, and Bell Choir; the sanctuary 
angels who prepare the sanctuary for worship; the sound and video teams, the seasonal decoration of the 
building, ushers and greeters for services, coordination of Elders and Deacons serving communion monthly, 
and the offertory word each week. 

2022 was a year of many blessings.  We were excited to welcome Stewart Peebles as our Director of Music 
Ministries.  Under Stewart’s leadership, the choir grew and blessed us with worshipful music sung with joy, 
culminating in the Christmas Cantata. 

We also welcomed new musicians and singers, and a few thespians (during Lent) as the ministry continues to 
grow.  The Praise Team strengthened the diversity of worship music styles including some original music 
compositions to worship and praise our God.  The Bell Choir (Grace Notes) continues to inspire our worship 
services with beautiful bell tones.  “The Road to the Cross” returned to the sanctuary on Good Friday to 
present a striking visual presentation of Jesus’ last days leading to His crucifixion.  It was well attended by 
community members and other churches. 

The tech team (audio-visual) continued to refine and improve sound in the sanctuary.  Work to evaluate and 
improve sound capabilities in the Family Life Center began with the Maundy Thursday Service.  Livestreaming 
has become an essential part of our outreach to the community, nation, and world (how exciting to see God 
at work), along with productions from “Aunt Betty’s Studio” (currently part of Family Ministries) with 
increased participation from congregation members. 

As we continue to strengthen and expand worship and music ministries, please consider using your gifts in 
Worship and Music ministry. (Do you sing, play an instrument, have an interest in sound technology or video 
production?)  Please contact any member of the Worship and Music Committee for more information. 

Committee members include: Pastor Bob Davis, Stewart Peebles, Jacque Dyer, Nina Sattely, Hallie Kirk, Wil 
Euler, Dan Skinkis, Joel Kirk, Paul Weaver, and Faye Wheeler 

Joyfully, 

Elder Jacque Dyer 



15 

 

On January 3, 2022, the huge Blue Spruce 
which had graced the First Presbyterian 

Church property for so many years 
succumbed to the strong winds of a 

storm.  The other trees in the lawn area 
survived with minimal damage. 
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Session and Deacon Reports 
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Deacon Report 

  
This year the Deacon team was busy serving and reaching out to our congregation.  Each deacon serves their 
zone by keeping in touch with their members and helping when a need arises.  Deacons hosted six memorial 
services in 2022 for faithful members and friends of the church: Carolyn Knutson, Rex Baggett, Monte Fast, 
Skipper Wall, Jo Hutto, and Gail Jenkins.  

A special need was presented to the deacons.  The Deacon Benevolence Fund gave $500 to a long-time friend 
of the church for emergency travel expenses to take their daughter to Arizona for cancer treatment.  Sadly, 
the daughter passed before she could receive the treatment. 

Deacons purchase Sanctuary flowers for each Sunday worship service.  After the service, an assigned deacon 
delivers the bouquet of flowers to a member or friend.  Poinsettias are purchased by members for Christmas 
remembrances and lilies for Easter remembrances, and are taken home after the services or shared with 
someone who is a shut in or just needs a bit of love.   

We host two Deacon Sundays, in the spring and fall each year, to meet and greet members.  
In May, we served lunch to the congregation after the service, which they enjoyed.  October 
was Fall Outreach Sunday and we delivered a gift bag to shut-in members.  The annual 
Thanksgiving Potluck is the big event hosted by the Deacons.  After the morning service, 154 
of our church family and guests gathered and enjoyed turkey dinner and all the side-dishes 
brought by many good cooks for the wonderful feast and fellowship. 

A Meal Helper Program was begun this year to provide needed meal(s) when requested.   

Deacons heard from the Buildings & Grounds chairman that the upholstered chairs used at the church needed 
a thorough cleaning.  The bid and cost for a commercial upholstery cleaner for the church to use to clean the 
chairs and pews as needed was $544.87.  Deacons approved and cleaner was purchased from Deacons’ Fund. 

The Deacons thank the congregation for continuing to support us so we can continue our mission to serving 
and helping when the need arises in the congregation.   

The deacons who served in 2022 were three new deacons: Chris Love, Anne Johnson and Charlene Rodman, 
and returning deacons John and Jane Hancock, Sharon Hughes, Roger Merz, Susie Zallar, Susie Bell, Sonja 
Radig, Susan Rose, Dede Stevens, Pat Angel Skinkis, Gladyce Jesse and Jenny Scanland.  I was blessed this year 
to serve with this dedicated team of deacons. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Cashion A few of our hard-working Deacons in action! 
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COVENANT PARTNERS RECAP 
 
 12/31/21 
 BEGINNING COVENANT PARTNERS: 264 
 GAINS:  
 New Covenant Partners + 24 
 
 TOTAL GAINS: + 24 
 
  LOSSES:      
 Removed from Covenant Partnership:    - 15 
 Deaths: -   12 
 
 TOTAL LOSSES: - 27 
          _________ 
 
 ENDING TOTAL 12/31/22  261 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Covenant Partner Deaths 

Jean Allen, Rex Baggett, Mary Bangert, Ann Biel, Elaine Berge, Barbara Dodgion, David Fenlon, 
Sam Harris, Gail Jenkins, Carolyn Knutson, Skipper Wall, Gene Wilkinson 
 

Friend of the Church Deaths 
Bill Baltz, Jo Hutto, Donald Hull, Ray Trease, Sam Ward, Ed Yang 
 

Baptisms Performed 

 Infant:  James Danielson, Quinn Russo 

 Youth:  Jayden Lequerica 

 Adult:  Cheryl Lloyd, August Miller, Anna Sylvester 
 

Session Report 
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THANK YOU TO THE ELDERS AND DEACONS - CLASS OF 2022 
  ELDERS   

George Branson Barbara MacSween Bill Rose  
  Dan Skinkis   
   
  DEACONS   

Jane & John Hancock Sharon Hughes Chris Love 
  Roger Merz                  Susie Zallar   

   
   
   

                                                                ELDERS   
CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025 

Jacque Dyer Dale Hatchell George Branson* 
Linda Ritter Bob Stansbury* Barbara MacSween* 

Nina Sattely* George Stanton* Bill Rose* 
Faye Wheeler Bob Vibe Dan Skinkis* 

   
   
   

                                                                DEACONS   
CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025 

Susie Bell Pat Angel Skinkis* Betty Boardman 
Zone 13 Zone 4 Zone 1 

Sonja Radig* Anne Johnson Marylee Branson 
Zone 7 Zone 2 Zone 11 

Sue Kerber Rose Gladyce Jesse* Jane & John Hancock* 
Zone 10 Zone 5 Zone 14 

Dede Stevens* Charlene Rodman Laurie Lee McMurray 
Zone 12 Zone 3 Zone 15 

Sandy Cashion Jenny Scanland Susie Zallar* 
Moderator Deacon At Large Zone 8 

   
* Second Term   

   

                                                             NOMINATING COMMISSION 2023   
    

George Branson* (Chair) Debbie Audet David Berger 
Jane Hancock* Dale Hatchell Dede Stevens* 

  Rob Scanland*           Carol Wilson   
   

Elders and Deacons by Class 
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Ministry Groups 
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I am very happy to report after several years of inactivity in awarding this memorial 
scholarship, this past June we received an application from Julia Kaiser.  She was 
more than qualified for the scholarship.  Julia has been active in church since she 
was a young child, active in the community, and is a very good student.  She plans a 
career of service to others.   Did I forget to mention that she is the granddaughter of 
John and Jane Hancock who have been very active members of this church for years.   

Below is information about the scholarship for those who may not be familiar with it. 

Biography:  Lottie was an active member of the Carson City community.  After being widowed in her fifties, 
she became very involved in this church.  She gave many hours and gifts of service.  She chaired the Christian 
Education Committee, was the Sunday School Superintendent and held the office of Treasurer for 
Presbyterian Women.  Lottie also was the first female Elder at this church.  When Lottie died in 1970, session 
set up this fund in her memory and to honor her many accomplishments.  It was funded by donations from 
people in the congregation. Over the years, many young people have benefited from this fund. 

Who qualifies to apply:  This fund is available to individuals who were involved in our church while growing 
up or whose parents and/or grandparents have been active members.  Priority is to be given to those who 
would like to go into Christian Education.  The fund is also available to anyone from our church who wishes to 
further their education through college or a trade school. 

Scholarship Amount:  The amount of each scholarship is not to exceed $1,000.  Scholarships are subject to 
approval of the Finance Committee. 

Application Period:  Prior to the beginning of any college semester or quarter. 

Applications are available by contacting Cecelia Stansbury at cecstansbury@yahoo.com or her cell phone at 
925-200-4360.  She is available to help any applicant needing assistance completing the application or their 
personal statement of faith. 

Cecelia Stansbury 
 

A total of 55 items were added to the library – 38 books and 17 DVD’s.   
 
Due to lack of space in the library, 85 items have been donated to Friends of the 
Library.   
 
If you have questions or suggestions about the library, please contact Eleanor Doyle.   

Eleanor Doyle  

•  •  •  • 

Friendship Suppers are small fellowship potluck dinners in people's homes allowing us get to know 
others in a smaller gathering.  When the Covid restrictions were lifted this year, the Suppers were 
enthusiastically resumed quarterly.  Usually 40 to 50 participate in 5 or 6 individual homes.  Sign up 
when the suppers are announced to host or guest.  Contact Sandy Ehresman or Diane Young with 
any questions. 

•  •  •  • 

mailto:cecstansbury@yahoo.com
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As we look forward to 2023 we remember those beautiful souls we said goodbye 
to in 2022.  On to our Tree of Life this year we added the following names who 
passed at the end of 2021: Helen Skipworth, Monte Fast, Carolyn Merson and 
those who passed in 2022: Gene Wilkinson, Ann Beil, Mary Bangert, Jo Hutto, 
Skipper Thomas Wall, Jonathan Bensinger, Rex T. Baggett, MD, Carolyn Knutson, 
and Elaine Berge.  
 
These names represent participation and dedication in the life of the First 
Presbyterian Church congregation.  The Memorial Tree of Life is located on the 
north wall of the Narthex, please take a few minutes to view and remember those who have passed this year 
and many other years. 
 
The committee is grateful for those who have given in memory of friends and loved ones. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlene Rodman and Chuck Beattie 

It was a year of renewed growth for Grace Notes as we continue to recover from Covid and moves, etc. which 
decimated our ranks.  We finish the year with eight ringers having started with five.  There is one more new 
ringer who will start 2023 with us.  Some of these ringers have been in the group continuously for over 15 
years.  A more faithful group I have never met.  They all realize that their bells are needed in every piece we 
do and that without them the piece cannot be played.  Not only that they are committed to the idea that we 
are playing for our God and Savior, Jesus Christ and leading the congregation in that same endeavor.  It brings 
us all great joy and a realization that God is in reality the faithful leader of this group of His followers. 

We normally play every 4-6 weeks and practice every Wednesday at 9am.  We would love to increase our 
numbers.  If you read music, please consider joining us.  We would love to increase our size to 12 or more so 
we could use all of our four octaves of bells.  If you are interested, please see Paul. 

Thank you for this opportunity.  It is our privilege to serve Christ and this church.  Grace Notes ringers at the 
end of 2022 include: Virginia Malmberg,  Sharon Hughes, Jane Hancock, Susan Rose, Lynne Weaver, Kathy 
Rothchild, Eleanor Doyle, and Stewart Peebles.  Faye Wheeler is our emergency substitute ringer. 

Paul Weaver 

•  •  •  • 
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This end of this year saw “The Door” be replaced with the new and improved “Coffee Palace” and I am happy 
to say that the Coffee Palace is running nicely.  I have a wonderful group of ladies that I am grateful for 
every day.   

Thank you Mary Berge, Donna Hataway, Brooke Russo, Jen Davis, Laurie Lee McMurray, Susan Rose, Sherri 
Gray, and when she is home Abby Davis for the awesome job you do.   

Also, thanks to Don Hataway for always being there when I have been out of town.  Thank you Wil Euler for 
helping me with filling the water tank and moving the cart when needed.  We are so grateful for this move. 

Thank you Buildings and Grounds for making this relocation possible.  Thank you Richard Baldwin for all 
your hard work on the relocation.  
Our mission is to provide special coffee to all and to bring in we hope a younger group of families to help 
grow our church.  We are supported by the donations we receive each week. 

If you haven’t checked us out yet—we look forward to sharing this ministry with you! 

Candi Euler 

Then...  

  and Now!  
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BUDGET INFORMATION 
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Our Mission as God’s people is to daily seek to respond in word and action to Jesus’ 
great commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

Founded June 2, 1861 
 

Reverend Bob Davis, Pastor   
115 N. Division St., Carson City 

(Office) 306 West Musser Street 
Carson City, NV 89703  

(775) 882-1032 

 


