The Trumpet

From the Pastor’s Workshop
“Grace Works"

May 16 and 17 we will be participating with churches from all around Carson City in our annual “GraceWorks”
mission. We will be joining with Christians to tell the people of Carson City that Jesus loves them and wants to
have an eternal relationship with them. How? The way Jesus did; meeting people where they are and
showing genuine love by being willing to show compassion in very practical ways. NOW is the time to sign up.
You can do this here at church or by going on line to: www.graceworks-2015.eventbrite.com. There is
something that virtually all of us can do including knowing about a particular project and praying for it on site
or in your home. Don’t miss this great opportunity.

Originally GraceWorks was called, “The Church has left the building” because it happened only on Sunday and
we went out to serve as our form of worship. And it still is a matter of the church leaving the building, but this
year the event will extend to both Saturday and Sunday. We will have worship at 10 AM on Sunday for ONE
SERVICE, but there will still be time for us to serve before and after worship on Sunday.

Here is something | want us all to be praying and thinking about: as we serve on both or either day, ask
someone we encounter to come and worship with us. Ask if they have a church home and invite them to come
share ours if they don't have one. This is a great opportunity to get to know people and for people in Carson
City to learn that Jesus loves them in very practical ways that extend into forever.

| know the world in which we live can seem pretty dark at times, but the gift God has given us in Jesus Christ is
in Jesus’ words when he said, “In the world you face persecution. But take courage; | have conquered the
world!” Here is the good news: because we belong to Jesus, NOTHING is going to stop what he wants to do
through us. That's why we always say, “We go nowhere by accident”. When our eyes are open to how Jesus
wants to use us and speak through us, there is no end to how people will hear the Gospel.

| believe that as a result of GraceWorks someone will walk up to you in heaven and say, “I'm here because of
what Jesus did and | wouldn’t have known about it except you told me.” And we are likely to say, “Really,
how?” And the answer will be, “You remember that day in Carson City when you were helping out on that
GraceWorks project and we met and you invited me to your church? Well | didn’t think a lot about it, but you
were so kind, it stuck with me and God kept nudging me and finally | went to church after | had moved away a
couple years later and | met Jesus. But it wouldn’t have happened unless you had planted that seed. | am so
glad you did. Thank you.”

This will really happen as we sign up and show up and let God work through us. | see you doing this all the
time as new people come through the door each week and | thank God for your faithfulness. What a gift it is
to be the body of Christ. May we never forget his gift Jesus died and rose again to give us and may we say
“thank you” as we let God continue to use us for his glory in GraceWorks and every day.

Gratefully yours in Jesus’ service,

Bruce



THINKING LIKE A MISSIONARY

Imagine that you are going to move to a foreign country to be a missionary for Jesus. Your goal is to go and
make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, and teach them to obey all Christ’s
commands. How do you think you will be able to share your faith with others? How would you spend your
time? What kinds of gifts and talents has God given to you in order to be effective? What would you pray
about each day?

Let’s get a bit more specific about our hypothetical mission field. Take some time to think through these
numbers and imagine the lives of people you would meet in this foreign country. The average age of the
community where you are going to be a missionary is 40.5. About half the adult population has had some
college education. 31% of people live in single person households (considerably higher than the regional
average; 34% two-person, 14% three-person). 90% of people live above the poverty level but very few people
are wealthy. 54% of people ages 16 and older are employed, 9% unemployed, and 37% are not in the labor
force.

Christian missionaries have been present in this community for a long time, but religious commitments are
mostly skin deep and religious involvement is in rapid decline. 65% of the people there agree with the
statement “God is love and invites the world into a loving relationship,” but only 18% think it is important to
engage in any kind of formal religious activity on a weekly basis and less than a third have any involvement at
all. Most people are familiar with who Jesus was, but most people also believe that believing in Jesus doesn’t
require participation in a church.

How would you be a successful missionary in this community? Almost everyone there has heard of Jesus, yet
only a small minority are interested in any kind of communal Christian activity. We know that a huge gulf
exists between having a vague understanding of the gospel and living as a disciple of Jesus. It's almost as if
most people in this community have been inoculated against the gospel by watered-down versions of the real
thing. As G. K. Chesterton wrote (and Bruce has quoted): “The Christian ideal has not been tried and found
wanting; it has been found difficult and left untried.”

What would it take for people in this foreign land to come to know the realJesus? How could you live your
life in a way that made the real/Jesus obvious and welcoming to the people around you? Remember, around
80% of the people there are not interested in attending a weekly worship service. Where are you going to
spend time with these nonbelievers in order to have the opportunity to share the gospel with them?

Got any ideas where this foreign land might be? I'm sure you've figured it out. All these statistics describe our
very own Carson City (2014, Sources: US Census Bureau, Synergos
Technologies Inc., Experian, Missionlnsite). Those non-Christians are
our neighbors and friends. We are the missionaries that God has
chosen to send to share the good news of his mercy and love.

| hope that thinking like a missionary has stretched your imagination.
It's one thing to accept Jesus’ call to “take up our cross daily,” and it’s
another to live it out. We're evangelicals who love talking about the
gospel, but do we love talking about the gospel with people who
haven’t heard it yet? In Acts 1:8, Jesus says, “you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
We have received the Holy Spirit, and our corner of the earth is Carson
City. How are we going to be his Witnesses? Leslie and | would like to thank

you all for all your prayers and
Dan generous gifts for the birth of
our daughter, Mabel Jane!



THE KING'S KIDS: MAY

..Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me..for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” Luke 18:16

Jesus rides into Jerusalem Pharisees start to plot against Jesus Reflecting on OUR praises

KING'S KIDS BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Experiencing God and His Word in a community of friends!

May 3:  “The Holy Spirit Comes!” (Pentecost)

May 10: “I Give You What | Have” (Peter & John and the lame man)
May 17 : “Always Ready! (Philip & the Ethiopian)

May 24: “Changed Forever” (Paul on the Damascus Road)

May 31: “Singingin the Tough Times” (Paul & Silas in prison)

VBX 2015: F.B.l. (Faith-Building Investigations) June 22 — 26 (evenings)
What child in YOUR life needs to hear of God’s love for them?

Decorating Nights: June 16 & 18 (6:00 — 8:30: just “drop in”)

COME help us “create” our Bureau! No great artistic abilities are needed:
come help cut and pin.

Kids will be investigating at a farm; a sweet shop (ice cream & candy); a laboratory; a bank and a beach.
If you have items for us to use for decorations/props, please see Nancy! (You can “loan” or “donate” items)

Suggestions: Soda glasses; empty candy jars/boxes; empty ice cream containers; laboratory equipment
(beakers, etc.); child’s desk; etc. VBX LEADERS MEETING Sunday, May 31, 4:00 p.m. in the Church Library.

REGISTRATION begins MAY 31

($10 per child / $20 family maximum; scholarships available)
Please sign your kids up early, so we have a good count for supplies!

SUMMER SUNDAY BIBLE EXPERIENCE: FAITH FINDERS

Where kids look for Faith in Action
We need YOU to volunteer to teach ONE Sunday during the Summer!

(Lessons are VERY leader-friendly!)
See Nancy at coffee-time, or give her a call, to sign up!

ZEPHYR POINT DAY CAMP (June 22— August 14)
Choose from eight 5-day sessions.
Register your kids at Zephyr Point’s website. Scholarship money is available!
http://zephyrpoint.org




After the Resurrection, What Next?

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was
blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. Luke 24: 50-53 (NIV)

After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. Act 1: 3 (NIV)

As | was looking at music for use in services in the month of May, | ran across an old hymn called, “Hail the Day
That Sees Him Rise”, (#232 in our hymnal). The hymn was penned by Charles Wesley and first published in
1742 in his Hymns and Sacred Poems. This discovery led me to begin thinking about the main events of Jesus'’
life. Upon further investigation, | find that not much is said in our faith tradition about the Ascension of Jesus
to heaven. We have the Advent, Christmas, Ministry, Death, descent into Hell, and Resurrection of our Lord,
but then we seem to skip directly to Pentecost. The Ascension of Jesus occurs ten days before Pentecost. The
Ascension is unlike the other “disappearances” from the disciples presence in that it is key to the coming of
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Without acknowledging it, there is a piece missing to the seeming parabolic
pattern of the Creation to New Jerusalem narrative of the Bible.

| would love to have been a fly on the wall when His disciples first realized that the risen Lord was with them
physically following His Resurrection! What do you think that was like? The apostles were having a difficult
time reconciling Jesus’ reappearance with what they knew to be reality -- that Jesus had been crucified and
buried in a tomb. Then He appeared suddenly in their midst while they are walking, or eating or going about
their daily work (think fishing). If you think we wouldn’t be affected by such an appearance, put yourself in the
boat with Peter when you've fished all night and brought in nothing and then a stranger on the shore asks you
to fish on the other side of the boat and voila! - more fish than you can handle.

For 40 days Jesus dropped in periodically on the disciples and He finally led them up to the Mount of Olives
where he gave these instructions, “l am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24: 49, NIV). It was necessary for Jesus to leave in
order for the Holy Spirit to arrive.

See, He lifts His hands above! Alleluia! See, He shows the prints of love! Alleluia!
Hark! His gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! Blessings on His church below. Alleluia!

We Will Glorify, a more contemporary song by Twila Paris talks about the revealing of God and His reign. It
speaks of Jesus as the King of kings and the Lamb. It dedicates worship to the Lord of Lords. Jesus reigns today
in heaven and continues His ministry in heaven on our behalf, interceding for us before the Father. Now that
we've received the Holy Spirit following His Ascension, the Holy Spirit can reign in our hearts forever. The Holy
Spirit, which was promised to the disciples has made possible that you and | can follow Him today. It caused
the disciples to spread the Gospel to the ends of the earth.

Joyfully,

Karen THE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS will begin to meet on
June 7 at 8:45 a.m. to begin a study of Grace. The class will
have as a primary purpose the development of
instructional leadership. Watch future bulletin's for
information about the leadership of this study as well as

WOMEN’S CHOIR WILL RETURN in early June. the materials that will provide the basis for the study.

Our rehearsals will be Wednesday, June 3 and Since we are trying to develop instructional leadership for

Thursday, June 4, both at 7:00 p.m. We will the future and if you feel after seeking God's will for you

present in worship on Sunday, June 10 at that you are being challenged to accept this service,
10:00 a.m. Hope you are able to join us as we contact Carol Paz, Duane Glanzmann or Don Churchill. We

make beautiful music for our Lord! will be delighted to give you the needed training before
' giving you leadership responsibility. Pray about it!



And speaking of COFFEE..another MINISTRY opportunity is with a new approach to coffee time that will have
an active welcome center and expanded offerings during coffee time. Again, we need YOU to join this
ministry. A few Sundays a year is what is needed. There is no cost to those serving. But we need your TIME
and heart for welcoming and including those God brings to us so that they feel welcomed and want to stay. If
YOU can give some time and HEART to this please call Bruce at the office or Jan Brees at 775-883-0224.

DESERT SCHOONERS MAY EVENT Many thanks to my family of faith for the caring and

support during our loss and
grief. Thanks for the gifts of
flowers, cards, telephone calls,
food and visits. Special thanks
to our neighbors who were
there for us.

Come join the Desert Schooners on Tuesday, May
26 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The
program will be "Sing Hosannah!! a Blue Grass
Gospel group. Bring a sack lunch. Dessert and
drinks will be provided by the membership. For
more information, call Sandy Ehresman at 775-
885-8230 or Norma Summey at 775-267-1917.

Evelyn Lillie and Family

A NEW MEMBERS CLASS will be held Sunday,
TR May 3. The class will begin at 1:00 p.m. in the
REMEMBER * church library. Nursery will be available.

A COMMUNITY NIGHT OF PRAYER organized
by the Carson City Ministerial Fellowship will
take place on Friday,
May 8 at 7:00 p.m.
here at FPC in the
Family Life Center.
"% Join your heart and
R voice as the church
unites for God’s
Kingdom to come in
Carson City as it is in heaven.

A “ A

GREATER LOVE HAS NO ONE THAN THIS,
THAN TO LAY DOWN ONE'S LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS. JOHN 15:18 NKJV

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

The church office will be closed Monday, May 25 in
observance of Memorial Day.

Connie White moved into a Retirement home and has the following items for sale. If interested, please call
Connie at 775-883-6407.

eBirch dining room table includes 2 leaves and 4 chairs—$100
eBrown sofa and love seat—$100

eRound birch coffee table—$50

eBlue upholstered gliders, 2—$50 each

Birch 4 poster single bed with matching dresser—$250

eOval birch dining room table plus 5 chairs—$100

eMatching birch hutch—$150

All of the wood furniture is in immaculate condition.
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NEW NAME FOR A FAITHFUL GROUP

The Friday Morning Men's Fellowship that meets for breakfast and Bible
study at 6:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall is now going to be known at the
Men's Berean Bible Study. The name is taken from Acts17:11 that says,
"..they welcomed the message very eagerly and examined the scriptures
every day to see whether these things were so." This group does just this;
looking to apply the truth of scripture every day to everyday situations.
You are encouraged to come join them for great fellowship, food by Chef
Donald, and Bible study.

“ will POUR out
JUNE/JULY 2015 M}’z/ @7

TRUMPET DEADLINE ]
FRIDAY, MAY 8 on ALL flesh.

Have something to share?

Joel 2:28

Please send articles to Dawn Berger:

dawn@fpccarsoncity.org




Sunday, May 10th
PLEASE REMEMBER

Summer will be here soon. Our thoughts are on vacations -

time to get away. So this is just a reminder that your church

family will still be here when you return. ' )

Please remember your giving for the summer months. These 1)/)3/:;
are the months that giving is down but our expenses continue. O
We thank you for your faithfulness to First Presbyterian ()l_’ﬂ €r5
Church and its missions. .

The Stewardship Committee

TUESDAY WOMEN STUDIES

Our two Tuesday women study groups have recently started on new books. We would like to extend an
invitation to anyone who would like to join us on growing your faith through our studies and fellowship with
other ladies Both groups meet at 6:30 a.m. on Tuesday. Group one at San Rafael Coffee Co. have just
started “Spiritual Maturity: Principles of Spiritual Growth for Every Believer”by Oswald J. Sanders. Group two
meets in the church library and just started the study of 1 & 2 Peter and Jude. Please see Carol Wilson or call
her at 775-883-3198 if you want a book for the first group and Charlene Rodman at the church office for the
second group.

We hope to see you at one of these studies in the near future.

BELIZE 2015

We were blessed the month of March to travel to the village of Seine Bight on the peninsula of Belize. The
dental team saw most of the children from the Primary School, grades Standard 2 to Standard 6 this year.

God also opened up the scheduling so that we were able to see many adults, which was a total blessing and a
different aspect of the ministry in reaching out to the Village. The clinic was open from 8:00 in the morning to
sometimes almost 6:00 in the evening.

Our construction team renovated Mr. Martin's house this year. Mr. Martin is the blind man who goes to the
church we were working with. Rob and Jenny Scanland, who arrived a week early to get things ready for the
team coming, led this part of the ministry. They used what was still good on the house but replaced many
boards, put in a more solid structure under the house, a new roof, a floor and covered it with plysum (to help
from spills rotting the floor), a new door, new shudder windows, painted inside and out, made the steps and
banister stronger. Mr. Martin stayed with his niece Tiffany who lives in front of his house while the team
worked on his house. They were also able to minister to her not only by their lives shining for Jesus but did
some repairs on her house as well. They put in a new window and a door that was on the seaside that had
been nailed shut since hurricane Iris in 2001. They patched a few holes in her roof and helped paint her
house. They worked tirelessly and with great joy in their hearts. Mr. Martin and Tiffany are very grateful for
the team and thank the Lord for his blessings of provision in their lives.

One of our highlights of our ministry was a man name Ernesto. He was watching them build and minister in
the village. On Thursday he came up to Renee the team leader and said he had been watching these people
with red shirts and knew they had what he needed. He wanted to change his life and get right with God.
Renee asked him if he would like to talk with Pastor Jim and he said yes. He showed up Friday morning at
9:00 AM and repented of his sins and gave his life to Jesus. We wondered if it were real and prayed he would
come to church on Sunday. He did! Praise God. Please pray he will walk with Jesus and get to know him so
deeply that he will impact his village.
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REMINDER TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Our single worship service (10:00 a.m.) begins
Sunday, May 10 with Youth Sunday and continues
through the summer months. We will return to two
worship services (9 & 10:45 a.m.) on Sunday,
September 13.




Carson City Churches Coming Together to Serve the Community

in Christ’s Love, Spreading the Good News of God'’s Grace.

:

Grace Works

Enjoy getting acquainted with other Christians from ten churches in Carson City who are participating in
GraceWorks this year, along with the Carson City Tigersharks Swim Team, the Carson City Kiwanis Club and
the High Sierra Kiwanis Club. Please pray that this dedicated group of volunteers will be empowered by the
Holy Spirit, as they work on various projects, exhibiting Christ's love by working together to serve the
community.

How to sign up: Online at www.graceworks-2015.eventbrite.com

Or you may sign up on a paper form in the narthex Sunday mornings May 3 and May 10, 2015.

Breakfast and meet your fellow workers: Saturday and Sunday at 8 AM at Mills Park, Pavilions B & C for
prayer, worship, and a pancake breakfast provided by the two Kiwanis Clubs.

Pick up your lunch and depart for your project.
Saturday and Sunday Projects: Five Assisted living and care facilities — worship and visit with residents
SATURDAY Projects:

Do Drop In - gardening and irrigation system

Fremont Elementary School - gardening

F.1.S.H. - skilled workmen to expand a bathroom

Carson City Senior Citizens Center — plant flowers

Children’s Museum of Northern Nevada - this volunteer will be a licensed electrician

Nevada Humane Society of Carson City — yard work, weeding, mulching, planting

Senior Assistance — several Comstock Mobil Village residents requested small projects, weeding, etc.
Senior Assistance elsewhere — help a professional do roof repair, must feel comfortable on ladder
Linear Park Trail & Ditch — clean up

Bordewich Elementary School — weeding and track cleaning

Deer Run Road Open Space - clean debris from river banks & wrap trees to protect from beavers
The Greenhouse Project — weeding and preparing garden beds

The Silver Queen, although a commercial business, they help needy persons, and we will help them do that
by installing a chain link fence, playground and seating area for seniors.

SUNDAY Projects:

Carson River Park — clean debris from river banks & wrap trees to protect from beavers
Small Blessing Preschool — yard work

Ron Wood Family Resource Center — cleaning indoors and outdoors

Advocates to End Domestic Violence — yard work and fence repair

Stop Hunger Now —indoors Family Life Center: Packaging emergency meals

Edmunds Sports Complex - painting


http://www.graceworks-2015.eventbrite.com
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THE TRUMPET May Sermons
Published by the
First Presbyterian Church May 3: “A Worthy Life” Philippians 1:12-30
115 N. Division St.
May 10: "Do Not Be Surprised" 1 Peter 412-19
OFFICE Youth Sunday - First Sunday of one service
306 West Musser Street
Carson City, NV 89703 May 17: “Servanthood” Philippians 2:1-11
775-882-1032 _ o
fax 775-882-8095 May 24: “Remembering the Master” Philippians 2:12-

18
The Rev. Bruce Kochsmeier
bruce@fpccarsoncity.org May 31:“The Only Goal” Philippians 3:1-16
The Rev. Dan Aument
dan@fpccarsoncity.org

. . SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS
Worship Services

9:00 AM & 10:45 AM Our summer worship begins with Youth Sunday on May 10
and runs through September 6. We will have one worship
Webpage service at 10:00 a.m.

www.fpccarsoncity.org
See us and

“Like” us on
Trumpet & Sunday Bulletin articles can be sent to %\9

dawn@fpccarsoncity.org and may be edited for space.
See calendar for due dates. Trumpet mailing prepared
by a team led by Bette Denning.




