January 11, 2026 Church Family

Homebound: Remember in Prayer:
Mrs. Rieka Bouwer (Kok) Pastor Lawrence Bilkes
Mrs. Joyce Kik (Cummings) Jonathan Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Betty Kooyers Mrs. Joyce Kik
Order of Worshi p Mrs. Marilyn Nederveld (Elzinga) Mrs. Judy Kwekel
Mrs. Esther Richards (Faasse) Mr. William McQuade
Mrs. Jan Van Grouw (Vander Have) Mr. Robert Nordyke
Mr. Teunis VanderGraaf Mr. Jerry Phillips
Song Service - 4:50 PM Mrs. Esther Richards
Psalter 191:1, 5,6 Mrs. Aileen Rittner
Psalter 350:1, 4, 5 Miss Cheryl Tiesenga
Morning Worship - 9:30 AM Evening Worship - 5:00 PM
Silent Prayer Silent Prayer Dr. David Kranendonk is preaching in Pompton Plains FRC in New
Votum and Salutation* Votum and Salutation* Jersey today.
Psalter* Psalter* 128
Reading of the Law Reading of Scripture Dr. Jerry Bilkes is preaching in Oxford FRC in Ontario today.
Reading of Scripture Psalter 255:3, 4
Psalter Apostles’ Creed
Prayer Prayer Jack & Abbie Baum were blessed with a baby girl, Violet Maria, last
Psalter* Psalter* 2203, 4, 5, 6 Sunday, January 4. The family is doing well.
Sermon Sermon
Prayer Prayer
Psalter* Psalter* 403
Benediction* Benediction*
Doxology - Psalter* Doxology - Psalter* 258:5, 7

*Please stand if you are able. Consistory Members

Pastor: Pastor lan Macleod (Chairman - Consistory)
Elders: Ron VanderBoon (Vice-Chair) District 1
Sermon: Sermon: Henk Kleyn (Clerk) District 3
g Dr. David Kranendonk District 3
To Be Announced Solomon’s Vineyard Corbin Prince District 4
Larry Roelofs District 5
Scripture: Scripture: Song of Solomon 8 Dick Spaans District 2

Text: Text: Song of Solomon 8:8-14



Calendar
"The Lord willing" James 4:15
January 13 (Tuesday) 9:45 AM Morning Ladies Bible Study.
January 13 (Tuesday) 7 PM Evening Ladies Bible Study.

January 13 (Tuesday) 7 PM Consistory Meeting. We will meet in the
boardroom at PRTS.

January 14 (Wednesday) 7 PM Weekly Prayer Meeting led by Rev. Dan
Schipper.

January 14 (Wednesday) 8:30 PM Confession of Faith Class.
January 15 (Thursday) 7:30 PM Young Adult Prayer Meeting.
January 17 (Saturday) 2 PM Neighborhood Outreach.

January 18 (Sunday) 2 PM & 3 PM Jail Services at Kent County Jail.

January 21 (Wednesday) 7 PM Prayer Meeting & Singing in the church
basement.

Other News

The Heritage Voices Choir will resume practice tomorrow evening
at 7:30 PM. All who have a love for and a gift to sing are
encouraged to join with us.

Advanced Notice: The next MenSingGR evening will be held on
Friday, February 27 at 7:30 PM. Tickets will be available through
the web site at mensinggr.com/tickets for $10 each. Please plan
to join us! More information will be forthcoming.

You are invited to an Information Evening at Zion Christian School
on Monday, January 22 at 6:30 PM. This evening is designed for
all new and inquiring families for the 2026-2027 school year. You
are welcome to come and ask questions, meet teachers, and tour
the school. Please call the office at 616.878.9472 if you have
questions.

But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:8-9

Congregational Life

Today, Rev. Dan Schipper will lead our morning worship service,
and Pastor Macleod will lead our evening worship service.

Next week, Dr. David Kranendonk will lead our morning worship
service, and Dr. Jerry Bilkes will lead our evening worship service.

The Sunday School & Catechism classes Psalter of the month for
January is Psalter 233:1 & 3.

The Adult Sunday School class will meet after the service this
morning. Mr. Reece Gordon will lead the class.

From the Elders: The Q&A with Pastor Macleod will not take place
this evening. More details will be provided once a new date has
been scheduled.

From the Health Committee: As we are in the middle of cold and
flu season, the Health Committee would like to take this
opportunity to remind everyone to take some basic precautions in
preventing the spread of viruses and protecting those in the
congregation with weakened immune systems who are not able to
fight off illness as well as most of us. Please remember to wash
your hands and use hand sanitizer liberally. If your child is ill or
has been ill in the last 24 hours, please refrain from using the
nursery. If you or your child is ill, please consider worshipping via
Sermon Audio. Thank you!

From the Dorcas Guild: Our project for January is collecting
items for the Pregnancy Resource Center. You may place your
donations in the crib downstairs near the restrooms. Please see
your mailbox for a list of items needed.

From the Family Camp Committee: Family Camp 2026 is
scheduled for Monday, August 10 - Wednesday, August 12. We
hope many of you can join us!



Meditation
IF GOD BE FOR US...

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be
against us?
Romans 8:31

Often in life we concern ourselves with whether people are for or
against us. It is, after all, not pleasant to have enemies. We can pretend
that it does not bother us whether our neighbor is friendly to us or at
enmity with us, but at the heart of the matter, we still prefer to be in the
midst of those who are for us instead of those who are against us.

But greater still, we ought to concern ourselves with whether God is for
us or against us. If people treat us with love and kindness, if people cleave
to us and praise us, all is still to no avail if God is against us. To have
people against you is to have much against you. But to have God against
you is to have everything against you. For, “If God be for us, who can be
against us?”

Does this mean that everything goes as expected in our lives? If God is
for us, does that mean that we will now only pick roses, without ever being
pricked by the thorns? If God is for us, does that mean that no one will give
us a hard time? Does having God on our side mean that all of life is smooth
and goes according to our desires? If that would be the case, there would
be few people who, with all their strength, would not try to have the God
of heaven be for them. Who would not seek God if all He gives is a life of
honor and pleasure?

God is for us; nobody is against us; we lead a pleasant life. Is that what
the Christian life is all about? The writer of the epistle to the Romans found
out differently. Although God was for him, cruel hands still cast him into
prison. He was tortured and mocked.

The church of Rome, to whom Paul wrote his letter, was daily being
marginalized and despised. They were in grave danger of persecution and
of being tortured to death. It was precisely then, under those
circumstances, that Paul wrote, “If God be for us, who can be against us?”
Carnal man cannot understand this irony. There is a paradox in this matter
which can only be understood by spiritually minded people. How can God
be for us and yet allow suffering?

Paul is still right. It is true that if God is for us no one or nothing can
be against us. Even if Satan’s angels beat with fists, and animosity burns
in the heart of persecutors, it is still well with God’s children, because God
is for them. Those who have God on their side have all they need. Even
though thorns and tribulations come our way, God draws His children close
to Himself. Satan smites; he beats with his fists to destroy, but he works
contrary to his own purpose. He smites God’s people closer to the Lord.
Even though the enemy scourges, God works all things together for good
to them that love God. The enemies work in favor of those who are saved.
“If God be for us, who can be against us?”

Frans Bakker

Sermon Notes




Nurser)
Today Baby Toddler
Jill Remijn Lauren Roelofs
Morning Rachel Vergunst Aubrey Klaasen
Cheryl Moerdyk Mckinley Remijn
Evening
Next Week Baby Toddler
Aileen Rittner Brittany Vergunst
Morning Laura Hults Emma VanderBoon
Maria Van Seters Quincy Remijn
Evening
Ushers
Morning Evening
Today Josh Nagelkerke Josh Roelofs
Next Week Nate Kaptein Shane DeMeester
Offerings
Today General Benevolent
Next Week General Building

Please send material for the bulletin to Jamie Beeke by noon on Thursday:
616.299.3369 or jlbeeke@yahoo.com

The Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast, sponsored by our church, can be heard

every Sunday on WFUR 1570 AM / 92.9 FM at 9:30 AM
950 Ball Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

616.456.8473

www.frcgrandrapids.org



http://www.frcgrandrapids.org/

