January 25, 2026

Order of Worship

Morning Worship - 9:30 AM
Silent Prayer

Votum and Salutation*
Psalter* 139:1, 2, 3,6
Reading of the Law
Reading of Scripture
Psalter 233:1-4

Prayer

Psalter* 363:3, 4, 5
Sermon

Prayer

Psalter* 420:1, 2
Benediction*
Doxology - Psalter* 183:3, 4

*Please stand if you are able.

Sermon:

A Solemn Call to Watchfulness

Scripture: Mark 13:24-37
Text: Mark 13:24-37

Song Service - 4:50 PM
Psalter 194:1, 4, 5, 6
Psalter 356: all

Evening Worship - 5:00 PM

Silent Prayer

Votum and Salutation*
Psalter* 3

Reading of Scripture
Psalter 16:3, 7, 8,9
Apostles’ Creed
Prayer

Psalter* 253:1, 2, 3,5
Sermon

Prayer

Psalter* 265
Benediction*
Doxology - Psalter* 196

Sermon:

How Far is Too Far?

Scripture: Ezekiel 22
Text: Ezekiel 22

Church Family

Homebound:

Mrs. Rieka Bouwer (Kok)

Mrs. Joyce Kik (Cummings)

Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Betty Kooyers
Mrs. Marilyn Nederveld (Elzinga)
Mrs. Esther Richards (Faasse)

Mrs. Jan Van Grouw (Vander Have)

Mr. Teunis VanderGraaf

Pastor Macleod is serving in Thailand today. He hopes to return home

Remember in Prayer:

Pastor Lawrence Bilkes
Jonathan Carlson

Mrs. Joyce Kik

Mrs. Judy Kwekel

Mr. Robert Nordyke
Mr. Jerry Phillips

Mrs. Esther Richards
Mrs. Aileen Rittner
Miss Cheryl Tiesenga

this coming Tuesday, the Lord willing.

Dr. Kranendonk is preaching in Hamilton FRC today.

Consistory Members

Pastor: Pastor lan Macleod (Chairman - Consistory)

Elders: Ron VanderBoon (Vice-Chair) District 1
Henk Kleyn (Clerk) District 3
Dr. David Kranendonk District 3
Corbin Prince District 4
Larry Roelofs District 5
Dick Spaans District 2
Deacons: Ty Joseph (Chairman) District 3
Dan Roelofs (Vice-Chair) District 5
Josh Scholten (Secretary) District 4
Jim VanderGraaf (Asst. Treas.) District 2
Kevin Walkotten (Treasurer) District 1



Calendar
"The Lord willing" James 4:15
January 25 (Today) 2 PM & 3 PM Jail Services at Kent County jail.

January 25 (Today) 6:30 PM Youth Group at the home of Jon &
Carolyn Roelofs after the evening service.

January 26 (Monday) 7 PM Deacons Meeting.

January 27 (Tuesday) 9:45 AM Morning Ladies Bible Study.
January 27 (Tuesday) 7 PM Evening Ladies Bible Study.
(

January 28 (Wednesday) 7 PM Weekly Prayer Meeting led by Pastor
Macleod.

January 29 (Thursday) 7:30 PM Young Adult Prayer Meeting.
February 1 (Sunday) 2 PM & 3 PM Jail Services at Kent County Jail.
February 3 (Tuesday) 10 AM Dorcas Guild Meeting.

February 3 (Tuesday) 7 PM Elders Meeting. We will meet in the
consistory room at church.

February 4 (Wednesday) 5:45 PM Fellowship Meal at GCA.
February 5 (Thursday) 7:30 PM Young Adult Prayer Meeting.

Other News
Rev. Isaac Epp has declined the call to Hamilton FRC.

Advanced Notice: The next MenSingGR evening will be held on
Friday, February 27 at 7:30 PM. Tickets are available through the
web site at mensinggr.com/tickets for $10 each. Please plan to
join usl!

Welcome

We welcome you to our worship services today. May the Lord bless
His Word to each one of us. If you have any prayer needs, or if you
would like to know more about our church, the elders would be
glad to speak with you.

Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready
to die: for | have not found thy works perfect before God. Remember
therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and
repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as a
thief, and thou shalt know what hour | will come upon thee.

Revelation 3:2-3

Congregational Life

Today, Dr. Jerry Bilkes will lead our morning worship service and
Dr. Michael Barrett will lead our evening worship service.

Next week, Pastor Macleod will lead our worship services.

The Sunday School & Catechism classes Psalter of the month for
January is Psalter 233:1 & 3.

The Adult Sunday School class will meet after the service this
morning. Mr. Reece Gordon will lead the class.

From the Deacons: If you gave your offerings via donation
envelopes in 2025, your year-end giving receipt is in your mailbox
today. If you gave online through Breeze, your receipt will be sent
to you via e-mail soon. If you have any questions regarding these
tax receipts, please see Kevin Walkotten or Jim VanderGraaf.

From the Dorcas Guild: Our project for January is collecting
items for the Pregnancy Resource Center. You may place your
donations in the crib downstairs near the restrooms. Our project
for February will be collecting items for Edison Christian Life
Services. A list of items needed is in your mailbox.

There will be a Fellowship Meal on Wednesday, February 4 at
5:45 PM at Grace Christian Academy. Please RSVP to Michelle
Roelofs at 616.430.8662 by noon on Monday, February 2 with
how many people from your family will be attending. If you need a
gluten-free option, please indicate that when you RSVP. We look
forward to seeing many of you there!



Meditation
THE CHIEF DESIRE

One thing have | desired of the LORD, that will | seek after; that | may
dwell in the house of the LorD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty
of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.

Psalm 27:4

Various desires fill our human hearts. These desires are rather
important, for a man’s desires are the key to his heart. When we may know
the deepest longing of a certain individual, we already know much about
this person. The youthful heart of the psalmist was brimful of desires.
However, David had one desire that was stronger than any other. This was
the chief desire of the poet’s heart. David says, “One thing have | desired
of the Lord.” This does not mean that David had only one desire in his life.
Every human being has numerous desires, and so it was in David’s heart.
Besides this one desire, he had many other urgent desires.

One of David’s crucial desires was to be kept safe from King Saul. This
king was pursuing David day and night. Another important desire of David
was that he longed to become king of Israel. David was an ambitious
person and an energetic leader with a strong and thoughtful character.
Consequently, his heart was full of pressing longings. However, when
David compares the desires of his heart with this one special desire, then
he says, “All my other longings are mere vanity compared to this one chief
desire.” If this one desire is fulfilled, then he has peace, and then all his
other desires will also be fulfilled. If he may dwell in the house of the Lord,
if he may only share in the favor of God, then all his other longings will be
taken care of by the Lord.

If you desire to understand yourself, you must learn to know your
heart’s desires. You must know the one thing you desire more than
anything else in life. If that is God and Christ, if that is the favor of the
Lord, forgiveness, and a new heart, then what peace and joy you can have!
There is nothing that can be compared to a life in the favor of God. What
blessedness is there in a heart that is like David’s heart! It is a heart of a
truly regenerated child of God. The chief desire is for God and His Christ,
for God’s love and favor.

The psalmist says, “One thing have | desired of the Lord.” This betrays
true wisdom. If we desire something, it is not only important that we
receive what we desire, but it is also significant who fulfills our desires.
David goes with this one special desire to the Fountain of all blessings; he
goes to the Lord in prayer. We, like David, must go with our desires to the
Lord and to the Lord alone. This is the only way in which our deepest
desires in life can be fulfilled. Man cannot help us. The help of man is vain.
However, with the Lord there is righteousness and strength. We can never
speak too well of the Lord. Wherever there is a needy soul, one hungering
and thirsting for grace, there is an infinite supply in the Lord. We cannot
expect great mercies from man; soul treasures are only found in the Lord.
To have his deepest desires realized, David went to the Lord. Oh, how
blessed it is to look away from self to the only Wellspring of salvation. If

we may have but a glimpse of the Lord’s great power, then we do not want

human help. We want to honor God by going to Him in our great need. We

go there with a longing, with a hope, and with a prayerful expectation.
Rev. Gerald Hamstra

Sermon Notes




Morning

Hannah Kaptein
Sarah Vlietstra

Esther DeMeester
Evie Bazen

Evenin

Morning

Michelle Bilkes

Julie Spaans
Kennedy Remijn

Laynee Roelofs

Meghann VanderZand
Emma Prince

Evening

Bethany Carlson

Paula Roelofs

Today

Matt Bazen

Nate Carlson

Next Week

Jon Roelofs

Rick Van Seters, Sr.

Today

General

Denominational

Next Week

General

Education

Please send material for the bulletin to Jamie Beeke by noon on Thursday:
616.299.3369 or jlbeeke@yahoo.com

The Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast, sponsored by our church, can be heard
every Sunday on WFUR 1570 AM / 92.9 FM at 9:30 AM

950 Ball Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
616.456.8473 www.frcgrandrapids.org



http://www.frcgrandrapids.org/

