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	What to do right after the service to help “the Word dwell more richly,” within us (Colossians 3:16):

1. Instead of rushing off after the service is over, or talking about the latest news, develop the habit of talking about the sermon with people after church. Start spiritual conversations by asking, “How did the Scripture challenge or speak to you today?” Or “what about God in the message encouraged you?”

2. Encourage someone by sharing things you learned about God from His Word during the sermon. Make note of how your thinking has changed. Don’t let biblical teaching be a one-time event that fades from memory as soon as it is over (James 1:22-25). Choose one or two particular applications to share
[Above from book Nine Marks of a Healthy Church Member]



  

For further Application, Meditation and Conversation on today’s text:

1. How does the concept of teamwork in sports help you understand how Paul spoke of his teammates in ministry? What’s helpful in that analogy and how might you add to it for those you need in your life?



2. How can messages and passages like this help you think about less known names included in scripture? How might you encourage someone who’s less upfront or less known in your church? 



3. In v. 12 what stands out to you about Epaphras? What convicts you most and how can you grow in that?



4. As you read v. 13, who do you think of who works hard for others. How can you encourage him or her? 



5. Thinking of Luke’s example in v. 14, what are some ways you’ve seen non-pastors use their profession or vocation to serve the Lord? What’s a gift or skill God has given you that you can use to serve Him? 



6. How might the warning of Demas (2 Timothy 4:10, 1 John 2:15) play out in our day? What’s the cure?


7. What stands out to you from the closing exhortations in v. 15-18? How can you exhort others in that?
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