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	What to do right after the service to help “the Word dwell more richly,” within us (Colossians 3:16):

1. Instead of rushing off after the service is over, or talking about the latest news, develop the habit of talking about the sermon with people after church. Start spiritual conversations by asking, “How did the Scripture challenge or speak to you today?” Or “what about God in the message encouraged you?”

2. Encourage someone by sharing things you learned about God from His Word during the sermon. Make note of how your thinking has changed. Don’t let biblical teaching be a one-time event that fades from memory as soon as it is over (James 1:22-25). Choose one or two particular applications to share
[Above from book Nine Marks of a Healthy Church Member]



  

For further Application, Meditation and Conversation on today’s text:

1. In Colossians 4:5, Paul exhorts believers to “walk in wisdom” with unbelievers in their lives. Discuss what the relationship is between this “walking wisely” and verses 2-4 on evangelism. Why would Paul be addressing this topic?

2. Read the following passages about “walking wisely” from the message, and discuss how a person becomes wise, according to God’s Word. Which passage is most helpful/convicting for you?

a. Proverbs 9:10

b. James 1:5; Psalm 119:105

c. Col. 3:16, Prov. 2:1-5 

d. Col. 1:28

3. In light of the above passages, and Paul’s exhortation to be careful how we walk and talk and live around unbelievers, what is the opposite of “wise living” in this area of our lives, and how might that look? See: 1 Tim 6:9; Galatians 3:1, 3; James 3:16-17 

4. Paul cared about how he presented himself to “outsiders” (unbelievers). What would you say to a person who cares too much about their reputation or how they come across (fearful), or - on the flip side - who doesn’t seem to care about how they come off to others (indifference)?

5. Paul exhorts us that wise people make the most of their time and opportunities – especially in open doors for the gospel (Col. 4:5b). How does verse 6 help us understand what Paul had in mind when he calls us to “make the best use of the time”?

6. What do you find most difficult about witnessing? Why? How can we be more alert to opportunities for the gospel? Pray for one another in this area. Who are 2 people you can ask others to pray for who need Christ?
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