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	What to do right after the service to help “the Word dwell more richly,” within us (Colossians 3:16):

1. Instead of rushing off after the service is over, or talking about the latest news, develop the habit of talking about the sermon with people after church. Start spiritual conversations by asking, “How did the Scripture challenge or speak to you today?” Or “what about God in the message encouraged you?”

2. Encourage someone by sharing things you learned about God from His Word during the sermon. Make note of how your thinking has changed. Don’t let biblical teaching be a one-time event that fades from memory as soon as it is over (James 1:22-25). Choose one or two particular applications to share
[Above from book Nine Marks of a Healthy Church Member]



  

For further Application, Meditation and Conversation on today’s text:

1. James 4:13–17 is a all out assault on human pride and presumptuousness. Describe the kind of person to whom this section seems to be addressed. What kind of endeavors do these people seem to be engaged in? 

2. In light of verse 3, how should we live in view of the fact that life is a vapor, that God is sovereign, and that we’re so prone to pride?


3. What does James say ought to be a Christian’s frame of mind when thinking about the future? Is James saying that planning or investing for the future is wrong? If not, what then is he saying is wrong?


4. Even if it’s not necessary to say “Lord willing!” (see 4:16) every time we say “see you later!” to a friend, how can you work to cultivate that kind of dependence on God in your own life and thinking?

5. James is targeting our human tendency to think we are in control. What kinds of bad effects does a godless sense of self-sovereignty have in our lives? 


6. Since we’re often blind to our own pride, how can we guard against it? What is true biblical humility? 


7. For application to serving and ministry: we cannot do everything in terms of Christian service. How can I know what God wants us to do?
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