
FOR WHAT DID THE FIRST CHRISTIAN PRAY? 

  

They prayed for their enemies. 

But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  (Matthew 5:44) 

  

They prayed for God to provide workers. 

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.  (Matthew 9:28) 

  

They prayed to avoid temptation. 

Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.  

(Matthew 26:41) 

  

They prayed for deliverance from demonic presence. 

He replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.” (Mark 9:29) 

   

They prayed for justice and vindication. 

I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon. (Hebrews 13:19) 

  

They prayed for faithfulness and with perseverance. 

Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and 

that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”  (Luke 21:36) 

  

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus.  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

  

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, 

and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your 

faith.  (2 Thessalonians 1:11) 

  

They prayed for unity among believers in order that unbelievers may find salvation. 

My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 

that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us 

so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you gave 

me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete 

unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

(John 17:20-23) 

   

They prayed for God’s direction in selecting and commissioning leaders. 

Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have 

chosen.  (Acts 1:24) 

  

They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. (Acts 6:5-6) 

  

So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.   

(Acts 13:3) 

  



They prayed for boldness, healing and signs and wonders. 

“Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great 

boldness.  Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the 

name of your holy servant Jesus.”  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 

shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  (Acts 

4:29-31) 

 

Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the 

land for three and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced 

its crops.  (James 5:17-18) 

  

They prayed while being persecuted and for deliverance from persecution. 

While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  (Acts 7:59) 

  

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  (Acts 12:5) 

  

I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my 

struggle by praying to God for me.  Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and 

that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints there, so that by God’s will I may 

come to you with joy and together with you be refreshed.  (Romans 15:30-32) 

  

And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. (2 

Thessalonians 3:2) 

  

They prayed for healing. 

Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the 

dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up.  (Acts 

9:40) 
  

His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after 

prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him.  (Acts 28:8) 

Is any one of you sick? He should call the Elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him 

with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; 

the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to 

each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is 

powerful and effective.  (James 5:14-16) 

   

They prayed for strengthening through the Holy Spirit. 

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 

inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 

and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long 

and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you 

may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  (Ephesians 3:16-19) 

  

They prayed for the salvation of unbelievers. 

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.  (Romans 

10:1) 



They prayed in tongues and for interpretations of tongues. 

For this reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret what he says.  For 

if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.  So what shall I do? I will pray 

with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing 

with my mind.  (1 Corinthians 14:13-15) 

  

They prayed for love and discernment. 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 

insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the 

day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory 

and praise of God.  (Philippians 1:9-11) 

  

They prayed to be filled with knowledge in order to live a life worthy of Jesus. 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking 

God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  

And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every 

way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with 

all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and 

joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints 

in the kingdom of light.  (Colossians 1:9-12) 

  

They prayed for wisdom. 

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 

and it will be given to him. (James 1:5) 

  

They prayed for opportunities to share the gospel. 

And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.  

(Colossians 4:2-4) 

 

Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just 

as it was with you. (2 Thessalonians 3:1) 

  

They prayed for God’s glory. 

We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according 

to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  (2 Thessalonians 1:12) 

   

They prayed that others would be active in sharing their faith. 

I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of 

every good thing we have in Christ.  (Philemon 1:6) 

  

They prayed for others to be delivered from sin. 

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will 

give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I 

am not saying that he should pray about that.  (1 John 5:16) 

 



They prayed for good health and for success. 

Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your 

soul is getting along well. (3 John 1:2) 

 

 


