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my background

· participant

· observer

· researcher

the Apostolic Prophetic

· two adjectives, no noun

· cult, sect, dynamic, culture? 
· its existence is not obvious

· the groups are not all uniform

Vineyard, Third Wave, New Apostolic Reformation, Kansas City Prophets, Morningstar, Jesus Culture, Toronto, Brownsville, TBN

the sequence of movements: 
· Pentecostalism – early 1900’s – second-blessing theology

· Healing revival – 1940’s

· Latter Rain – beginning in 1948

· Charismatic movement – beginning in 1960’s 
· [Word of Faith]
· Apostolic Prophetic– beginning in 1980’s

happenings

· Toronto 1995

· Pensacola

· Lakeland

· Brownsville

the move of God

The declaration.  The herald comes along declaring that God is doing something powerful in the world today.  He is doing something new and revolutionary that will profoundly change the entire world.  Life is going to funda​mentally change!  Great things will happen.  A new day has dawned for the church and for the world. 
Recovery.  The church has lost something over the centuries.  It has been deprived of its inheri​tance, of what is rightfully its – the gifts, the Spirit, the King​dom, the five-fold ministry.  The church has lost sight of its destiny.  God is now going to restore what was lost. 
The urgency.  We are told to get with the program and to begin to flow with God and with what He is doing.  We are exhorted not to hesitate and miss out on what God is doing. 
The initiation.  Entering this move of God requires an initi​ation, an ecstatic revelatory perhaps emotional im​parta​tional experience of varying degrees of intensity.  It usually takes place in a large gathering with the right atmo​sphere, ora​tory, and music with the laying on of hands by an evan​gelist or prophet or apostle.  Those who come for​ward might enter an altered state of con​sci​ous​ness, tremble, laugh, or experi​ence un​con​​trol​lable bodi​ly move​ments.  They might see visions or utter prophecies or speak in tongues.  The experience supposedly con​firms that the message is of God and that the recipient has now become an initiate into the move of God.  
Why the change?  Many people welcome it, some wonder about it, others reject it.  Some wonder why this message comes along after these many centuries in the earlier one.  The herald then has to account for the change.  Has God changed his plans?  Has He changed His mind?  They will say that this is in line with God’s purposes, He is doing what He said long ago in the Scripture that he would do.  
The gathering.  You are then invited to join a church or fel​low​ship that is committed to this work of God and to find your place in God’s overall strategy.  You will learn techniques for minister​ing the super​natural to people and thereby bringing the Kingdom of God to earth.  There are schools that will train you in super​natural ministry.  
The call.  Before long the leaders will unveil to the group the calling that God has given to it.  Be​cause God is pouring out His Spirit on all man​kind and because they have been so mighti​ly blessed by this out​pour​ing, they are now called upon to take part in this work of God and bring this blessing to others both at home and around the world.  They are called to pro​pagate this mes​sage, set people free, over​throw the enemy, perform signs and wonders, take this city, re​store the nation and thereby bring in God’s King​dom.  The call will be con​firmed by others and by pro​phesies, visions, dreams, oracles, and Scrip​ture re​fer​ences taken out of context.  
The appeal.  The leaders will make an impassioned appeal to their people to put aside their per​sonal self-centered interests and labor for Christ and His Kingdom.  Answering the call is equat​ed by some leaders to en​list​ing in God’s end-time army which He is raising up to do battle against the enemy.  Many Christians who truly want to serve God and make a differ​ence in their generation will heed the call and think this is how one should serve God.  
reasons 
… why people believe this declaration and undergo the initiation: 
· it offers excitement which many lack in their lives

· it promises prosperity, success, health for the individual

· it is full of optimism – God is saving, transforming, restoring, renewing, healing, blessing the world and we are taking part in His work!

· it offers the KG more immediately.  It offers earthly glory and power.  
· it offers relief, resolution of one’ personal problems

· it gives you access to the supernatural  
This appeals to young people and visionaries who have a pioneering trail-blazing instinct.  They are ready to go out and im​pact the world.  They are encouraged to go all out for God in this great work of His.  
It appeals to people who are discontent with the present gospel and with having to live by faith and not by sight.  They think more should be happening in this age.  They do not want to have to wait for a future age, heaven, the city that is to come to obtain certain things. 
the church in this age

Eschatology is where the great difference between the gospel of the move of God and the biblical gospel is seen.  Because the group has em​braced a call to take part in changing the world, its escha​tology – if it has been dis​pen​sational – will change.  
· Apostolic Prophetic – the church must restore the world and usher in the King​dom of God with God’s enlight​ened people as agents of change.  The individual must learn techniques for world transformation.  
· the gospel of grace – the church is to walk in the truth, obey Christ’s commandments, follow the directives of the NT epistles and wait for Jesus’ return to establish His king​dom.  The world is cur​rent​ly in rebellion against God and in the future will follow a godless world ruler.  The rebel​lion will be put down at the coming of Jesus after which the Kingdom is established.
subjective vs. objective – the source of truth 
The gospel and worldview of the Apostolic Prophetic are based only secondarily on the objective Word and primarily on the teachings, pro​nouncements, and revelations of apostles and pro​phets as well personal dreams, visions, and pro​phe​sies and from in​ferences made from spiritu​al expe​rience (and sometimes on wishful thinking).  
People want to know – what is the Spirit saying to us at this moment?  How is the Spirit lead​ing us?  A group of people will gather together and turn in​ward to hear from God rather than to learn the Word.  They will then get a plethora of visions, impression, prophesies, impulses, and hunch​es devoid of any con​tent and sure to mislead them.  
Doctrine and sound think​ing are not the high​est pri​ority.  Spend​ing too much time in thought is dis​cour​aged.  The Word while not totally ig​nored is de​pre​ci​ated.  Teachers appeal to it when it supports a claim they are mak​ing.  We no longer follow the letter of the law, we now have a new way in the Spirit
.  
The joy and excitement they feel was because of their spiritual experience which they ascribed to Jesus and because they were in this great work of God.  It was not because they had found a scriptural salva​tion and had an under​standing of who Jesus is and how He had saved them and because they pos​sessed the true hope of eternal life.  A gospel that is con​siderably dif​fer​ent from the gospel of grace has been introduced to them. 
Having a personal theology regarding sal​va​tion, justi​fica​tion, pro​pitiation, sancti​fica​tion, and other biblical topics is of little im​portance to Apostolic Prophetic people.  What the Bible says is not that critical.  They cannot imagine that it would conflict with what their apostles and prophets are teaching.  What you see, hear, and ex​pe​ri​ence at the present time is what mat​ters.  That is truth for them, not words writ​ten in an old book which is hard to understand any​way. 
Apostolic Prophetic people have a propensity to believe anyone who comes along claiming to be an apostle or prophet and claiming to have an anointing regardless of how spurious his talk or strange his behavior is.  This makes me wonder if they will have any discernment if a great prophet comes along who can do signs and wonders intending to inaugurate a righte​ous new world order.

connecting with God

· you can now hear from God personally by various means – visions, prophecies, oracles

· dream interpretation

· seeing angels 
· God has already definitively spoken (Hebrews 1.1)

are they real Christians? 
· a mixture of saved and unsaved

· many were saved outside of Apostolic Prophetic and soon afterward came into it

· many – saved & unsaved – are drawn by the music, oratory, and atmosphere

· the saved were never grounded in the gospel

Twin Cities Apostles and Prophets

	Alan Langstaff
	kairosmin.org 

	Anthony Hulsebus
	dominionministries.net

	Jim Rickard
	rainministries.org

	Ian Peters
	omegateam.org

	Larry Albert
	wayofthelord.org

	Doug Stanton
	?

	Harold Eatmon
	hemi.org

	Fred Herzog
	fredherzog.org

	Craig Nelson
	miraclesinthemarketplace.org 

	North Heights Lutheran
	nhlc.org

	Way of the Lord
	wayofthelord.org

	Apostles of the City
	(none)


� II Corinthians 3.6


� II Thess 2.9
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