
I thought this would be a great time to talk a bit about the RC papacy since we will soon be engulfed in a 
media frenzy surrounding the upcoming visit the end of this month of Pope Francis.  You and I may have 
friends, family members, co-workers asking about this curious man and all the attention he seems to get 
everywhere he goes.  We may even be asked by some about the Christian faith in relation to the Pope.  So 
often the world associates Christianity with the papacy and Roman Catholicism.  Notice on any news channel 
(Fox included) – on an important holiday associated with Christianity such as Christmas or Easter – what’s 
the first thing the stations show – the Pope celebrating Mass at the Vatican or somewhere around the world 
as if somehow this is what true Christianity looks like.  As we have shown before (and we will touch on again) 
the Roman Catholic church is not another denomination of Christianity – it is an apostate, heretical system 
that has a different gospel than the one we find in Scripture. John MacArthur has said about Roman 
Catholicism: “In the long war on the truth, the most formidable, relentless and deceptive enemy has been 
Roman Catholicism.  It is an apostate, corrupt, heretical, false Christianity.  It is a front for the kingdom of 
Satan.  The true church of the Lord Jesus Christ has always understood this.” – It took me a while to 
appreciate this statement but the longer I am exposed to expository preaching the more sense it makes.
What we want to do for this morning is listen to a 41 minute sermon by John MacArthur entitled “Usurping 
the Seat of Christ” which he delivered back on March 17, 2013, only 4 days after Pope Francis was elected 
Pope by the Cardinals.
What is a “Usurper”?  Someone who seizes and holds an office or title without legal right – in this case Pope 
Francis as the newest “Holy Father” of the Roman Catholic Church.
After listening to the sermon we will discuss further the Papacy – especially considering a Christian response 
to the visit from Pope Francis.
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The next few slides will just prepare you for the onslaught of bowing & kissing and various 
other reverential actions that await “His Holiness” – yikes!
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This chair that Benedict is sitting in reminds me that a special chair has been brought in for 
Pope Francis’ visit
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Chair! The chair was constructed by a group of immigrant day laborers in a garage in Port 
Chester. The Archdiocese of New York said immigrants were specifically chosen because of 
Francis' concern over those who are marginalized and for his desire for justice in the world

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3220202/Chair-built-Pope-Francis-
NYC-Mass-unveiled-s-revealed-D-C-mass-Spanish.html#ixzz3kxAvJzYV 
Follow us: @MailOnline on Twitter | DailyMail on Facebook
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The Holy See is the vast organizational structure of the Church, of which the Pope is the 
head. The Vatican references the small area of land in Rome where the headquarters of the 
Holy See are located. The Lateran Pacts, ratified in 1929, Italy gave the land of the Vatican 
City to the Holy See. It is helpful to think about the distinction as such: when the Pope (or 
his delegates) are talking on moral/cultural/religious matters, they are acting on behalf of 
the Holy See. When they are discussing merely 
geographical/passports/stamps/police/gov... things, they are talking as the Vatican City. In a 
sense, when people commonly talk about "the Vatican said so-and-so about X contentious 
issues" they 99/100 times really mean "the Holy See said...." 

Further, what makes understanding the Holy See so difficult is that the Holy See operates a 
lot like a multi-national corporation and has a truly unique place in geopolitical history. Due 
to the vast importance of the Catholic Church in the last 1,500 years of history, countries 
maintain country-like relations with the Holy See, although it truly operates like a 
corporation, not a country. Unlike any other religion in the world, countries basically have 
diplomatic relations with the organization of a religion. 
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With an area of approximately 44 hectares (110 acres), and a population of 842,[3] it is the 
smallest internationally recognized independent state in the world by both area and 
population.

It is an ecclesiastical[3] or sacerdotal-monarchical[7] state ruled by the Bishop of Rome –
the Pope. The highest state functionaries are all Catholic clergy of various national origins. 
My quess is the Edina High School campus we are sitting at is larger than Vatican City
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The keys[edit]

The keys refer to the promise of Christ to Peter, "I will entrust to you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. Whatever you declare bound on earth shall be bound in heaven; 
whatever you declare loosed on earth shall be loosed in heaven."[27] They are a symbol of 
the power the Catholic Church believes that Christ gave to Saint Peter and his 
successors,[28] with the gold key signifying that the power reaches to heaven and the silver 
key that it extends to all the faithful on earth, the interlacing indicating the linking between 
the two aspects of the power, and the handles of the key being at the base to symbolize 
the power being in the hands of the pope.[18]

The tiara[edit]

While actual wearing of the Papal tiara has been discontinued by Pope John Paul I and his 
successors, it remains a papal heraldic symbol. A crown was added to the headgear of the 
Pope in 1130 to symbolize sovereignty over the Papal States. In 1301, Pope Boniface VIII, at 
that time in conflict with Philip the Fair of France, added a second crown to indicate that 
his spiritual authority was superior to any civil power. In 1342, Pope Benedict XII added a 
third crown to symbolize the superiority of papal religious authority over that of non-
religious monarchs. The original significance of the three crowns was lost over time and 
they came to represent instead the Pope's powers as priest, ruler and teacher.[28]
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The papal church is a magnificently rich, splendidly housed political and ecclesiastical 
power, with headquarters in Rome.  It stands in stark contrast to what started there in the 
first century, with some pastors ministering to small congregations.  The differences are 
striking.  The early home churches under their pastors looked to the authority of God’s 
Word as received in the gospel accounts of the life of the Lord and the writings of the 
apostles, together with the Old Testament.  They had a true and living faith in God’s grace 
through the Gospel (See page 53 of Richard Bennett’s Catholicism for entire quote if 
needed) this decree established the policy of religious freedom for both paganism and 
Christianity.  This caused the gospel to become diluted, pagan practices introduced – true 
Christianity was whitewashed with an external form of piety
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See page 76 & 77 RB Catholicism 
Much of what papal Rome has achieved since the Reormation and in modern times has 
been due to the planning and strategy of the Jesuits (pg. 77)
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See page 78 RB Catholicism, page 84 as well.  Page 88 on socialism
Talk about the dynamic of the Reformation and how this changed everything about people 
and nations operated on a daily basis (see pg 15 of Ecc Mega)
Read page 18! VERY IMPORTANT!
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Economics & the Papacy  This “universal ownership of all goods” – a principle coming out of the 
ecumenical council of Vatican II and emphatically teaches (end of page 86 and all of page 87)

See Eccle Megla and talk about capitalism and the outworking of the true gospel on 

Environment and the Papacy WASHINGTON—U.S. House Democrats are pushing Pope Francis to 
address the minimum wage, hunger and the environment in his historic speech to Congress later this 
month, hoping his embrace will give momentum to three party priorities.

In a letter to the pontiff, 94 House Democrats lauded Francis’s schedule during his six-day U.S. trip, 
which includes visits to a Philadelphia prison and a school in New York’s Harlem neighborhood.

“Your powerful example of solidarity with the poor and the marginalized will undoubtedly help inform 
our current debates around major U.S. policy affecting all Americans,” the lawmakers wrote.

“Your message of hope could not come at a more crucial time, in particular to those in our nation that 
are struggling on a minimum wage salary, or relying on public assistance to put food on the table.”

The Democrats cited instances in which Republicans have blocked Democratic efforts to increase the 
federal minimum wage and bolster food and environment programs. “We look forward with great 
anticipation to your visit and to your words on all these issues,” they said.

Francis’s visit will include a Sept. 24 address to Congress, the first by a pope, and is certain to bring 
throngs of people to the capital. He arrives in the U.S. on Sept. 22.
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Like Bob has said there are no second class Christians
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It goes back to the garden in Genesis 3 – Has God said????
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See page 78 RB Catholicism, page 84 as well.  Page 88 on socialism
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