
 A guilty conscience is a cruel task master. It is 
something that is impossible to appease without a 
work of grace. Sin, violating God’s Word, brings guilt. 
Time passing does not abate its force nor silence 
its cries for revenge. Change of one’s locale does 
not placate it. Old age does not improve it. A guilty 
conscience must be dealt with in sincerity and truth, 
by the Lord’s Word and with His help.
 One cannot cover up a guilty conscience. When 
Adam and Eve sinned, they tried to hide their deed and 
even hide themselves from God. This did not remove 
their guilt. Achan stole a garment and some gold at 
the victory of Jericho (Joshua 7). He immediately hid 
these forbidden items, but neither the deed nor his 
guilt went away.
 Genesis 50 deals with the toll that guilt weighed 
upon the sons of Jacob. They had sold their brother, 
Joseph, into slavery, feigning his death and lying to 
their father about the whole plot, all because of greed 
and jealousy. Now Jacob is dead. And even though 
Jacob had graciously received them and their families, 
provided generously for their welfare, and had 
forgiven them for their unspeakable cruelty toward 
him, they had  not dealt with their sin properly. They 
reasoned among themselves: “Joseph will hate us, 
and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did 
unto him.” (verse 15)
 Finally, they openly confessed all that they had 
done against Joseph. His response? “Fear not…as for 
you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it 
unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save 
much people alive. Now therefore fear ye not: I will 
nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted 
them, and spake kindly unto them.” (verses 19-21)
 We see several principles of biblical forgiveness 
in this account. It is a mark of a true believer that he 
exemplify these characteristics:
1. You cannot force forgiveness by attempting 
to  make others feel guilty. Only the Holy Spirit can 
produce this godly fruit. (verses 16-17)
2. When grace has truly been received, it will be 
freely given. (verses 19-21)

THE SIGNAL|
WGIB 91.9 FM | WQEM 101.5 FM | WAY TELEVISION CHANNEL 47 | WWW.GLENIRIS.NET

A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR SUPPORTERS 
OF THE “WHERE GOD IS BLESSING” 
BROADCASTING NETWORK

August 2024 No. 91Volume 11

1137 Tenth Place South | Birmingham, Alabama 35205 | 205.323.1516 | www.gleniris.net

3. God’s grace kills bitterness. (verse 20)
4. The power of gracious words is unmeasured. 
(verse 21) The Scripture says that Jacob spoke “kindly” 
to his brothers. The Hebrew word has the connotation 
of “words of beauty, mercy and pity.”
 Our greatest need as sinners against God and 
His Word is His gracious pardon. God forgives those 
who acknowledge their sin and those who confess it 
before Him. We see this clearly in the examples the 
Bible gives: Zachaeus, the woman at the well, and the 
thief on the cross next to Jesus, to name a few. Sinners 
must confess (or admit) their sin. They must say the 
same thing that He says about their sin, giving up 
any attempt to justify actions, throwing themselves 
on God’s mercy and grace alone. It is all based upon 
the Word of God. Jesus said, “Ye are clean through the 
Word I have spoken to you.” (John 15:3)
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 For over seventeen years, Joseph’s brothers 
had suffered under the tremendous weight of guilt, 
unnecessarily. “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy. Happy is the man that feareth 
alway, but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into 
mischief.” (Proverbs 28:13-14)
 Thank you for helping us here at the Where God 
Is Blessing Broadcasting Network to get out God’s 
message of forgiveness and grace. 

Your servant,
Chris Lamb

"My heart is leaning on the Word,
       The written Word of God,

       Salvation by my Savior’s name,
       Salvation through His blood.
       I need no other argument, 

       I need no other plea;
       It is enough that Jesus died,

       And that He died for me.”
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