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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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________________Reflections________________

The Cross of Christ, then, is the grave of our sins!
— Arthur W. Pink

...the only proper response to the death of Jesus, wounded for our transgressions and bruised for
our iniquities, is gratitude, faith, and love.

— N.T. Wright

God has finished what only God could finish. Christ’s sacrifice is a gift that exceeds every debt.
Our sins have been consumed, making possible lives that glow with the beauty of God’s Spirit.
What wonderful news: “It is finished.’ But it is not over.” It is not over because God made us, the
church the “not over.” We are made witnesses so the world - a world with no time for a crucified
God - may know we have all the time of God’s kingdom to live in peace with one another.

— Stanley Hauerwas

“It is finished.” That was one single word in the original language as Jesus spoke it. And on that
one word hangs the uniqueness of the Christian message. Because it is the Christian gospel alone
which says that salvation is not a matter of what you can do to please God and deserve his favor;
no it is what God has already done to save you and his whole world.
And on that one word also hangs the whole basis of the Christian’s personal assurance. When I
contemplate the cross, I have to remind myself that I am included in the sin that put Jesus there.
But at the same time, I must see myself included in the complete atonement that he accomplished
there.

— Christopher J. H. Wright

There is no aspect of Christian faith more difficult for us to believe. It is in the nature of the
human being to think that Christ’s work could not possibly be finished, that we have to do more,
we have to add to it, we have to earn it.

— Fleming Rutledge

+ ADVENT + CHRISTMAS + EPIPHANY + LENT + EASTER + PENTECOST +

Good Friday
It is a matter of interest that the day of the Lord’s death is called Good Friday. In terms of Jesus’ own
pain and suffering, it was not a good day. But in view of the death of Jesus as a day when the powers
of evil were put to flight and dethroned, it was indeed a good day. Our celebration of that day in
worship captures the tension of both the sorrow we bring to the day through our identification with
Jesus and the joy we experience knowing that his death was the death of death, the ruination of the
powers of evil.

Webber, Robert E.
Ancient-Future Time (Ancient-Future): Forming Spirituality through the Christian Year
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Grace Presbyterian Church

March 29, 2024

Good Friday

Prelude

Words of Welcome

Preparation for Worship1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship John 3:19-21; 8:12

Minister: And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.
For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come
to the light, lest his works should be exposed.

People: But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.

All: Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life."

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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How Deep The Father's Love For Us
Stuart Townend

How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

Behold the Man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom

The Shadow of Betrayal Luke 22:1-6

Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. 2 And
the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to put him to death, for they
feared the people. 3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the
number of the twelve. 4 He went away and conferred with the chief priests and
officers how he might betray him to them. 5 And they were glad, and agreed to give
him money. 6 So he consented and sought an opportunity to betray him to them in
the absence of a crowd.
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The Shadow of the Agony of the Spirit Matthew 26:36-44

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his
disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he
said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch
with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as
you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to
Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42
Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot
pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and
prayed for the third time, saying the same words again.

Confession of Sin

Minister: Merciful God, we meet each other today at the foot of the cross, as
inhabitants of one world. We wait with each other as those who inflict
wounds on one another:

People: Be merciful to us.

Minister: As those who deny justice to others:

People: Be merciful to us.

Minister: As those who trust in power:

People: Be merciful to us.

Minister: As those who are greedy:

People: Be merciful to us.

Minister: As those who put others on trial:

People: Be merciful to us.
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Minister: As those who refuse to receive:

People: Be merciful to us.

Minister: As those who are afraid of the world’s torment:

People: Be merciful to us.

All: We ask LORD Jesus, as we remember your great suffering, that we
would take hope in your promise of resurrection and the new life that
you have made possible for us. We ask all of this in the powerful name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Words of Encouragement Romans 8:1

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

The Shadow of Arrest Mark 14:43-49

And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and
with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and
the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is
the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.” 45 And when he came, he
went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46 And they laid
hands on him and seized him. 47 But one of those who stood by drew his sword and
struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 48 And Jesus said to them,
“Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 49
Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But
let the Scriptures be fulfilled.”
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The Shadow of Desertion Mark 14:50, 66-72

And they all left him and fled. 66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of
the servant girls of the high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she
looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied
it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into
the gateway and the rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began
again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it.
And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of
them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to
swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the
rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him,
“Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down
and wept.

The Shadow of Accusation Matthew 27:11-18, 21-26

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by
the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you
not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer,
not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one
prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called
Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want
me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that
it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 21 The governor again said to
them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said,
“Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called
Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why, what evil has
he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered,
“His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas,
and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.
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When I Survey The Wondrous Cross
Isaac Watts and Lowell Mason

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

Forbid it Lord that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ my God
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His blood

See from His head His hands His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were a present far too small
Love so amazing so divine
Demands my soul my life my all
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The Shadow of Crucifixion & Humiliation Matthew 27:27-37

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and
they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his
head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and
struck him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of
the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled
this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha
(which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall,
but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him,
they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and
kept watch over him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

The Shadow of Death Matthew 27:45-54

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth
hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli,
Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47
And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And
one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a
reed and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether
Elijah will come to save him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and
yielded up his spirit.

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And
the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of
the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.
54 When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus,
saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly
this was the Son of God!”
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The Shadow of Burial John 19:38-42

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate
gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who
earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it
in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the
place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in
which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation,
since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

It is Finished
Jonathan Evans and Benjamin Francis

Hark, the voice of love and mercy,
Sounds aloud from Calvary!
See, it rends the rocks asunder,
Shakes the earth and veils the sky!
“It is finished, It is finished,”
Hear the dying Savior cry.
“It is finished, It is finished,”
Hear the dying Savior cry.

“It is finished,” O what pleasure,
Do these charming words afford.
Heavenly blessings, without measure,
Flow to us from Christ the Lord.
“It is finished, it is finished,”
Saints the dying words record.
“It is finished, it is finished,”
Saints the dying words record.
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Benediction

May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, even death on a
cross, keep you and strengthen you. Amen.

Depart in Silence

Spend a few moments in silence as we reflect on the darkness Jesus entered for our
sake. Give thanks for his sacrifice and the promise of his defeating even death for
us.
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