ETHICS

• Morals & ethics—not necessarily same thing

1. Morals—how people behave (what is)

2. Ethics—standards & norms (what should be)
• Ethics—who makes standards of right & wrong?

1. God?

2. Man?
 

- By strength—might makes right?

- By popular vote?

- By polling?

• Biblical view of Man

1. His essence—dualistic: body & soul (Ge 2:7)


- Made in God’s image—originally innocent (Ge 1:27)


- Christianity starts with Creation, not Calvary

2. His moral state—fallen, sinful nature (Ge 6:5; Mk 7:20-22; Ro 5:12)



- Rebelling against God & His order


- Leading to separation from God—hell (He 9:27; Re 20:15)

3. His need—redemption through Christ (Ro 5:9)



- Re-centered on God, His truth & purpose (1 Co 10:31; Co 3:17)



- Leading to reunion with God—heaven (1 Co 15:22-24)
• World’s view of Man

1. His essence—monistic: body only—no soul 


2. His moral state—basically good or neutral 


3. His need—self-oriented pursuits via hierarchy of needs

• Hierarchy of needs—Abraham Maslow

1. Physiological—hunger, thirst, shelter, sex

2. Safety—security, protection

3. Social—belonging, acceptance

4. Esteem—self-respect, achievement
5. Self-actualization—fulfilling inner desires 

- “Since our inner nature is good or neutral, rather than bad, it is best to  

  bring it out and encourage it, rather than to suppress it.  If it is permitted   

  to guide our life, we grow healthy, fruitful, and happy.”


• If Man is basically good, why is there evil?

1. “As far as I know, we just don’t have any intrinsic instinct for evil.” (Maslow)

- Doesn’t fit reality


2. “Sick people are made by sick culture.” (Maslow)

- People make up culture

- Leads to culture of blame—no responsibility
• Why does evil bother us?

1. Is it a natural evolutionary process?

2. Is it a violation of God’s standards? (Ro 2:14-15)

• Moral relativism
1. Morals are relative to individual—person decides right & wrong (subjective)


- Objective—true apart from person’s belief (God’s laws are moral absolutes)

• Motivations


1. Getting along with others


2. Living certain way

• Preference vs. moral claims


1. Preference claim—what you like or dislike


2. Moral claim—what you should or shouldn’t do



- One can prefer something morally wrong

• Danger of moral relativism

1. There is no such thing as wrong

• Reality


1. No one can live as moral relativist—can’t complain about evil



- Know people’s beliefs by how they want to be treated (not words/actions) 


2. Creates moral cowards—how can we have moral reformers like Dr. King? 
• Responding to common phrases

1. “Who are you to judge?”


- Turn question back to them: Why are you questioning my morals?


- I believe in objective moral truths found in Bible

- I’m qualified—rational person aware of right & wrong


2. “You should be open-minded.”



- Coming to rational conclusion is not wrong
• Use Proverbs 26:4-5
1. “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you yourself will be just like him.

     Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes.” 
2. “Don’t answer/answer” strategy


- Disgree politely (Don’t answer) 

- Show what’s wrong if they’re correct (Answer)

• Examples of “Don’t answer/answer” strategy

1. “I believe in naturalism.  I believe everything evolved.” 


- “I don’t believe in naturalism only.  I believe God exists.” (Don’t answer)
- “But if naturalism were true, how could lifeless matter become alive?” 
  (Answer)
2. “There are no moral absolutes.”

- “I don’t agree with you.  I believe absolutes exist.” (Don’t answer)
- “But if moral relativism were true, was Hitler wrong?” (Answer)
� "Killing a defective infant is not morally equivalent to killing a person.  Sometimes it is not wrong at all." (“Students Protest Princeton Professor Who Advocates Infanticide.”  Available online at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.euthanasia.com/prince.html" ��http://www.euthanasia.com/prince.html�)








