COUNTERCULTURAL SEX
• Canaan’s religious background: Baal (god or fertility & rain; son of El, chief god)


1. Gave life to womb & rain to ground


2. Pictured on bull (strength & fertility)


3. Seen in clouds (chariot) & lightning (spears & arrows); heard in thunder (voice)


4. Worshiped through ritual prostitution & child sacrifice (1 Ki 14:22-24; Je 19:5)

• Canaan’s religious background: Asherah (goddess of war & fertility, wife of El)


1. Depicted through carved wooden pole

2. Ashtoreth by Phoenicians, Ishtar by Babylonians, Astarte or Aphrodite by Greeks, & Venus by Romans

• Holiness Code (Le 18-20; 1 Co 5-7)

• Sexuality elevated (from How Christianity Changed the World by Alvin Schmidt)

1. Not in Rome

- Public nudity when exercising & bathing

- Fornication, adultery, group sex, pedophilia, homosexuality, bestiality

- Sex scenes portrayed on lamps, bowls, cups, vases in homes

- Adultery charged only to wives (property of husband)

- Wives registered as prostitutes to avoid charge & death penalty

2. Christianity’s change

- Wedding ceremony dignified—instituted at Creation (Ge 2:20-24)


- Sex as expression of love between husband & wife (Mt 5:28; 1 Co 7:3; Ep 5:25; 1 Pe 3:7)

- No adultery for either spouse (Ex 20:14; He 13:4)

• Critical Theory & sexual liberation

1. Manmade codes are just socially determined

2. Society hindered by sexual repression; leads to anxiety & frustration

3. Charge opponents with “___phobia” (clash of moralities)
• Gayle Rubin’s Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the Politics of Sexuality 

Heterosexual, married, monogamous


Unmarried heterosexuals couples


Promiscuous heterosexuals


Masturbation


Long-term gay and lesbian couples


Promiscuous gay men in bars


Transvestites


Transsexuals


Fetishists


Sadomasochists


Prostitutes


Cross-generational

• Pornography (Barna)
1. 2/3 of Christian men watch pornography at least monthly (same rate as non-Christian men)

2. 54% of pastors said they viewed porn within the past year

• Cohabitation (Gallup)
49% of teens with religious backgrounds support living together before marriage

• Divorce (Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites…And Other Lies You’ve Been Told)
1. Among Christians who rarely attend church, 60% have been divorced
2. Of those who attend church regularly, the number is 38% 
• Homosexuality (Pew Research)
1. 51% of evangelical millennials said same-sex behavior is morally acceptable

• Abortion (Lifeway)
1. 70% of women who had an abortion identify as Christians
2. 43% said they attended church at least once a month or more at the time of the abortion
• Isaiah 5:20

1. Monogamish, Throuple, Wedlease

2. Minor-attracted person (MAP) or intergenerational intimacy

3. Incest
MARRIAGE
• Marriage is God’s plan (not based on you or your culture)


1. For procreation and society’s foundation (Ge 1:28; Mk 10:6)


2. Shows love of Christ for church (Ep 5:25)

• Married or single?


1. Depends on sex drive (1 Co 7:3-4)


2. Celibacy possible (1 Co 7:7; Mt 19:10-12)

• Living together myths National Marriage Project (U. of Virginia)

1. More stable relationship (higher divorce rate)


2. More happy


3. More sexual satisfaction 
• Marriage myths: Marriage will automatically...


1. End my loneliness (Mt 28:20; He 13:5-6)


2. Heal my brokenness (Lk 1:37; Ph 4:13)


3. Insure my happiness (Jn 16:33; Ro 5:1-11) 
• 3 parts of you (1 Th 5:23)


1. Body


2. Soul--mind, will, emotions; personality


3. Spirit--relationship with God (Christians only) 

• God's command for potential spouse--Christian (1 Co 7:39)


1. Your benefit (settling for second best--someone who can't agape you)

• God’s roles for husband & wife (Ep 5:22-33; 1 Pe 3:1-7)


1. Husband should be 



- Spiritual leader (Ge 2:17; 3:1-9)


- Loving (agape all 3 parts—feed & care/protect & provide like own body)



- Respectful



- Considerate (china vs. tupperware)
 
2. Wife should be

 

- Submitted to husband (for protection, order)


- Respectful



- Spiritual example



- Beautiful on inside

3. Possible only by following Christ's example & being in Word (1 Co 11:1-3; Ph 2:3-8)
• Sex 


1. Only thing bad in Eden before the Fall—Adam was alone (Ge 2:18)

2. Sex is more than satisfaction of physical craving (Pr 30:20)

3. Body & soul connection with partner

- Oxytocin (“attachment hormone”) mostly in women



- Vasopressin (“monogamy molecule”) in men

• Intimacy: soul to soul communication where deepest needs are met


1.  10-20% of marriages will reach intimacy (Dr. James Dobson, Life on the Edge)
• Bonding: what links two people soul to soul for life


1. 12 steps to marital bonding (Dr. Desmond Morris, Intimate Behavior)



- Eye to body (Least intimate)

- Face to face


- Eye to eye



- Hand to hair


- Voice to voice


- Hand to body


- Hand to hand


- Mouth to breast


- Hand to shoulder


- Touching below waist


- Hand to waist


- Sexual intercourse (Most intimate)




2. Skipping steps destroys bonding process

3. After marriage, couples still need to go through steps (communication key to keep from drifting apart)
