
The Preaching Text: 
 
The first lesson is from Genesis, chapter 42 verses 6 - 28 
 (page 35 in the Pew Bible) 

6 Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And 
Joseph's brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. 7 Joseph 
saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. 
“Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 8 And 
Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9 And Joseph remembered the 
dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the 
nakedness of the land.” 10 They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11 We 
are all sons of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies.” 

12 He said to them, “No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see.” 13 And they said, 
“We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, the 
youngest is this day with our father, and one is no more.” 14 But Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to 
you. You are spies. 15 By this you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this 
place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of you, and let him bring your brother, 
while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you. Or else, by 
the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” 17 And he put them all together in custody for three days. 

18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19 if you are honest 
men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and 
carry grain for the famine of your households, 20 and bring your youngest brother to me. So your 
words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And they did so. 21 Then they said to one another, “In 
truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us 
and we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.” 22 And Reuben answered 
them, “Did I not tell you not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes a 
reckoning for his blood.” 23 They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there was an 
interpreter between them. 24 Then he turned away from them and wept. And he returned to them and 
spoke to them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 25 And Joseph gave 
orders to fill their bags with grain, and to replace every man's money in his sack, and to give them 
provisions for the journey. This was done for them. 

26 Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27 And as one of them opened his 
sack to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his money in the mouth of his sack. 28 He 
said to his brothers, “My money has been put back; here it is in the mouth of my sack!” At this their 
hearts failed them, and they turned trembling to one another, saying, “What is this that God has done 
to us?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Psalm 33 verses 1 - 12 (page 463 in the Pew Bible) 
 

Shout for joy in the Lord, O you righteous! 
    Praise befits the upright. 
2 Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; 
    make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 
3 Sing to him a new song; 
    play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 
4 For the word of the Lord is upright, 
    and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
5 He loves righteousness and justice; 
    the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 
6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
    and by the breath of his mouth all their host. 
7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; 
    he puts the deeps in storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
    let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; 
    he commanded, and it stood firm. 
10 The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; 
    he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 
11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever, 
    the plans of his heart to all generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
    the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 

 
The Gospel reading is from Mark 4:26-29 
(page 839  in the Pew Bible) 

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps 
and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces 
by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at 
once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”34 “Therefore do not be anxious about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

 


