The first lesson is from 1 John 2:7-11
(page 1021 in the Pew Bible)

"Beloved, | am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from the
beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard.? At the same time, it is a new
commandment that | am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, becausel@! the darkness is
passing away and the true light is already shining. ® Whoever says he is in the light and hates his
brother is still in darkness. '® Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him[! there is

no cause for stumbling. 1 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness,
and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Psalm 19:7-14 (page 456 in the Pew Bible)
The law of the Lord is perfect, ]
reviving the soul,
the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple;
8the precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes;
dthe fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever;
the rules® of the Lord are true,
and righteous altogether.
19 More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.
1 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
12\Who can discern his errors?
Declare me innocent from hidden faults.
13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion over me!
Then | shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.
14 et the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

The Preaching Text:
The Gospel reading is from Matthew, Chapter 5, verses 17 through 20
(page 810 in the Pew Bible)

17“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them
but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot,
will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 1° Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kihngdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2° For | tell you,
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.
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