
Discipline In Hope



Operator’s Manual

OPERATION

IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS



Discipline In Hope
Message

Godly correction trusts God’s 
word and carries out His 
prescribed process



Discipline In Hope
Eph 6:1-4

Godly correction rests in the hopefulness of God’s 
process

Godly correction manifests itself in Christlikeness 

Godly correction is devoted to faithfulness in obeying 
Scripture



Proverbs 19:18

“a failure to discipline the son is tantamount to 
participating in killing him.” That is, parents who 
“do not employ the God-given means of verbal 
reproof to prevent acts of folly and corporal 
punishment to prevent their repetition, they are in 
fact unwittingly party to the worst punishment, his 
death (5:23)”

Bruce Waltke, Proverbs 15-31, p. 112



Stern, 
legalistic, 

“almost 
cruel” 

parenting

“If you give children the 
impression that to be 
religious is to be miserable, 
and that it consists of 
prohibitions and constant 
repression, you may well 
drive them into the arms of 
the devil, and into the 
world” 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Life in the Spirit in 

Marriage, Home and Work, p. 297



Christlikeness in parenting

“Christians are to be filled with the Spirit, and people 
who are filled with the Spirit are always characterized 
by control. When you are disciplining a child you 
should have first controlled yourself. If you try to 
discipline your child when you are in a temper, it is 
certain that you will do more harm than good. What 
right have you to say to your child that he needs 
discipline when you obviously need it yourself?” 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Life in the Spirit in 

Marriage, Home and Work, pp. 278-9



Spirit-filled Parenting

• Exercises self-control

• Never capricious (permissive, then in a rage)

• Not “unreasonable” (allow child to explain respectfully, 
weigh it, the child may be wrong, they should be heard)

• Not selfish, supposing child belongs to us and exists for us

• Done intelligently (for good reason)

• Never too severe

• Considers the child’s growth and development

• For the child’s good

• And exercised in love Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Life in the Spirit in 

Marriage, Home and Work, pp. 278-288



Souls are at stake! (Prov 23:13-14)

“Your children’s souls are in danger of 
death—spiritual death. Your task is to 
rescue your children from death. Faithful 
and timely use of the rod is the means of 
rescue” 

Tedd Tripp, Shepherding A Child’s Heart, p. 129



The rod is for rescue (Prov 23:13-14)

“This places the rod in its proper setting. The rod is not a 
matter of an angry parent venting his wrath upon a small 
helpless child. The rod is a faithful parent, recognizing his 
child’s dangerous state, employing a God-given remedy. The 
issue is not a parental insistence on being obeyed. The issue is 
the child’s need to be rescued from death—the death that 
results from rebellion left unchallenged in the heart” 

Tedd Tripp, Shepherding A Child’s Heart, p. 129
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