


; Ephesians6:18-20 - Message

Three vital practices for activating battle-
readiness: praying, staying alert and
applying these to specific battle needs
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Belt - committed to absolute
truthfulness?

Breastplate - righteous and obedient?
Shoes - maintaining the unifying peace

the gospel has produced?

Shield - unwavering confidence that
Jesus’ way of doing battle is right?
Helmet - confident in your salvation?
Sword - staying in God’s word every day?

Image: "Roman Gladius and Scutum: Carving out an Empire."Jon Guttman - 8/10/2024,
https://www.historynet.com/roman-gladius-and-scutum-carving-out-an-empire/



Ephesians 6:10-20 Outline

Stand firm in spiritual warfare

1. Be strong by putting on God’s armor (6:10-13)
2. Stand firm wearing God’s armor (6:14-16)

3. Grab the final pieces of armor, praying and
staying alert (6:17-20)




Battle-ready Mindset

Pray so you can draw upon the Lord’s strength
(18a)

Keep alert so you’ll know how to pray (18b)

Apply this to specific battle needs (19-20)
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Eph 6:18-20




“Petition” - Eph 6:18
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 From a word meaning “to plead or beg”
 In ancient Greek it expressed a need or lack

* In the NT - urgent petitions made to God based on a
specific need

« Eph 6:18 - urgent prayers about specific spiritual battle
needs






Believers “should pray at every opportunity,
through every prayer and petition, with all
persistence and petition for all the saints”

(Harold Hoehner, Ephesians, p. 859)



“Mystery” of the gospel - Eph 6:19
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* The gospel that brings together Jew and Gentile
* Forms them into “one new man” (Eph 2:15)
« Makes them to be at peace with one another (2:15)

 So that they will serve as “God’s household...a holy
temple...a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (2:20-22)

* As fellow heirs in the church (3:3-10)
* |t is a transformational gospel!




Spiritual prayer for Paul’s spiritual warfare -

Spiritual He doesn’t ask for

He doesn’t ask for \
prayer to loose his Battle flg?)ﬁijlg?eflg%T

Cha]t?iss t;g; tgel'oose boldness to speak to
gue: those in bondage!
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