


FOUNDATION "You were called to freedom, brethren." (13)

Negatively: "Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for
the flesh." (13)

Positively: "Through love be servants of one another (13)

INCENTIVE TO LOVE

Positively: "For the whole law is fulfilled in one command,
; You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (14)

Negatively: "If you bite and devour one another take heed
that you are not consumed by one another.” (15)




Spiritual Freedom

Living by the power of the Spirit, so that you
can submit your desires to that of your
brothers and sisters in Christ.



Luke 10:33-35

33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he
was, and when he saw him, he had compassion.

34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on
oll and wine. Then he set him on his own animal an
brought him to an inn and took care of him.

35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave

them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and

\lgvhalzever more you spend, | will repay you when | come
ack.
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FINDING
THE

RIGHT HILLS
TO
DIE ON

The Case for Threological Triage




e First rank doctrines are essential to the gospel
itself (e.qg. Trinity, salvation by grace alone).
These are basic, bare bones beliefs one must
hold to be a Christian.



o First rank doctrines are essential to the gospel itself

e Second rank doctrines are urgent or necessary
for the health and practice of the local church
(e.qg. baptism, spiritual gifts). These aren't
necessary for for salvation, but will probably
iInfluence your church choice.



e First rank doctrines are essential to the gospel itself

e Second rank doctrines are urgent or necessary for the health
and practice of the local church

e Third rank doctrines are important to Christian
theology, but not enough to justify separation or division
among Christians within a local church (e.g. views on
the millennium, church governance). Believers should

comfortably worship with other believers in their local
church who hold different beliefs




 First rank doctrines are essential to the gospel itself

e Second rank doctrines are urgent or necessary for the health
and practice of the local church

e Third rank doctrines are important to Christian theology, but not
enough to justify separation or division among Christians within
a local church

e Fourth rank doctrines are unimportant to our gospel
witness and ministry collaboration (e.g. exact number of
angels that exist, celebration of certain days) and
should be held most loosely.
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Romans 14:22a

The faith that you have, keep between
yourself and God.



“Enjoy the comfort of it in thy own bosom, and do
not trouble others by the imprudent use of it, when
It might give offence, and cause thy weak brother
to stumble and fall. In these indifferent things.. we
may sometimes conceal it.”

Matthew Henry




“keep It yourself...keep It privately...it

IS to be cherished In our hearts.”

Charles Hodge, Presbyterian Theologian and principal of
Princeton Theological Seminary




Romans 14:22a

The faith that you have, keep between
yourself and God.
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