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HOME GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, stopping after each verse to list what the text reveals to 

us about the Thessalonians.  

2. Read 1:1 and Acts 17:4. Generally, what diversity is most obviously present in our 

church body? What might be a parallel for your home group, or even Grace Community 

Church, when considering the different backgrounds of those who were in the 

Thessalonian church as described in Acts 17:4.  

3. Read 1:2-3. Share the name of someone to thank God for in our church, who is not in 

your home group, and tell why you thank God for them. BONUS: Have someone take 

the initiative to let each person know someone in their group thanked the Lord for 

them.  

4. Read 1:4-7. Share something that changed in your life to show the gospel came to you 

not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. Was 

there any person in particular who you would say caused you to give Christianity serious 

consideration? Who did you imitate after becoming a Christian? 

5. Read 1:8-10. See the Tim Keller quote in the notes below. Contemplate and share 

answers to these three questions taken from Ligon Duncan’s commentary on this 

passage. These questions are to help identify idols we may have in our life. See his quote 

below on idolatry.  

a. What do I think about? What do I think about when I’m not thinking about 

anything else?  

b. How do I spend my time, my resources, and my energy? 

c. What disappoints me? What absolutely crushes me with disappointment? What, 

if I lost it or failed at it, would make me feel crushed or worthless?  

d. “The difference between a converted believer and an unconverted person is not 

whether we struggle with idolatry—it is what we do when we realize we are 
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struggling. The converted believer has committed to turn away from an idol, 

however acceptable in our culture or rooted in our heart it may be, and to serve 

God instead, by trusting him to deliver and satisfy. In this sense, we have turned 

from our idols to serve the living and true God. It doesn’t mean that our battle 

with idolatry ends, but it should mean that people can tell that we are 

worshipers of God ultimately, rather than worshipers of anything else.”1 

 

SERMON NOTES 

Scripture References 

• Acts 17:1-11 was last week’s text to catch what happened during Paul an Silas’ visit to 

Thessalonica.  

• Matthew 5:16 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

• 1 Timothy 4: 12 12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an 

example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 

• Philippians 3:17 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk 

according to the example you have in us. 

• Acts 17:4 4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great 

many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women.  

• Romans 5:6-8 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 

person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

• 1 Thessalonians 1:8 in the Message – “The news of your faith in God is out. We don’t 

even have to say anything anymore—you’re the message.”2 

 
1 Ligon Duncan, 1 & 2 Thessalonians for You, ed. Carl Laferton, God’s Word for You (The Good 
Book Company, 2023), 35–36. 
2 Eugene H. Peterson, The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language (Colorado Springs, 
CO: NavPress, 2005), 1 Th 1:8. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/gwfy731th?ref=Bible.1Th1.6-10&off=19082&ctx=en+or+your+parents.%0a~The+difference+betwe
https://ref.ly/logosres/message?ref=Bible.1Th1.8&off=120&ctx=all+over+the+place.+~The+news+of+your+fai
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• “He is not here, for he has risen” (Mat. 28:6). It’s also been said “This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven” (Acts 1:11). 

 

Quotes 

• Richard Baxter - “We must not unsay with our lives what we say with our tongues.”  

• Want to see the Lion King clip? 

• John Stott – “Nevertheless, it is still correct to say that every church has two homes, two 

environments, two habitats. It lives in God and it lives in the world.”3 

• John Calvin called verse three “a brief definition of true Christianity.” 

• Want to read about Eddie McCombs? I did try on his two National Championship rings.  

• John Stott – “We must never divorce what God has married, namely his Word and his 

Spirit. The Word of God is the Spirit’s sword. The Spirit without the Word is weaponless; 

the Word without the Spirit is powerless.”4 

• Here’s the Blackaby devotional journal 

• My bible was probably most similar to this one 

• Here is the map of Macedonia and Achaia  

• Martin Luther – “That to which you set your heart and put your trust is properly your 

god.” 

• Tim Keller says: Sin isn’t only doing bad things, it is more fundamentally making good 

things into ultimate things. Sin is building your life and meaning on anything, even a very 

good thing, more than on God. Whatever we build our life on will drive us and enslave us. 

Sin is primarily idolatry.5 

 
3 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Thessalonians: The Gospel & the End of Time, The Bible 
Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1994), 28. 
4 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Thessalonians: The Gospel & the End of Time, The Bible 
Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1994), 34. 
5 James H. Grant Jr., 1 & 2 Thessalonians: The Hope of Salvation, ed. R. Kent Hughes, Preaching 
the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011), 52. 

https://www.tiktok.com/@themindhub/video/7049807183676050690
https://share.google/aimode/1EjUZ92K26Bj7Cm2d
https://www.walmart.com/ip/B-H-Publishing-Experiencing-God-Day-By-Day-Devotional-Journal-Book/15269803047?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=101373823&selectedOfferId=2D8B2D1D107E398B9782BC4554B0A00B&conditionGroupCode=1
https://www.christianbook.com/niv-compact-reference-bible-leather-blue/9780310456896/pd/456896?en=google&event=SHOP&kw=bibles-0-20%7C456896&p=1179710&utm_source=google&p=1234073&dv=c&cb_src=google&cb_typ=shopping&cb_cmp=20704420694&cb_adg=150161845570&cb_kyw=&utm_medium=shopping&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20704420694&gbraid=0AAAAAD_dTHZ3C1MLWg38F0VbOdAEieVgW&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6LuF6-vVkwMVnD0IBR1SOjW3EAQYBiABEgJCnvD_BwE
https://canva.link/jm1hm1vegyfa7rp
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus73th?ref=Bible.1Th1.1b&off=3204&ctx=e+in+which+it+lives.~+Nevertheless%2c+it+is
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus73th?ref=Bible.1Th1.5&off=1939&ctx=+the+Thessalonians.+~We+must+never+divorc
https://ref.ly/logosres/prwd73th?ref=Bible.1Th1.9-10&off=1848&ctx=rts+and+recreation.+~Tim+Keller+says%3a%0aSin
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• Jon Courson – Recounting verse 3, Paul says, “You turned to God from idols, which is the 

work of faith. You serve the living God, which is the labor of love. You wait for His Son 

from heaven, which is the patience of hope.”6 

 

Sermon Outline  

• Main point of the text: Paul encourages the Thessalonians because of God’s working in 

them and through them. 

• Main point of the sermon: God works in others through his work in us. 

• Title: A Redeemed Reputation 

o (1-3) Brings Praise to God 

o (4-7) Proves the Holy Spirit’s Presence 

o (8-10) Proclaims Jesus as the Living Savior 

 
6 Jon Courson, Jon Courson’s Application Commentary (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2003), 
1331. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/crsnappcom?ref=Bible.1Th1.9-10&off=210&ctx=is+Son+from+heaven%E2%80%A6%0a~Recounting+verse+3%2c+

