1 Timothy
The Gospel, Godliness, and The Church
Men and Women in Church Ministry
1 Timothy 2:8-15

· Read 1 Timothy 2:8-15. Catch your breath and then discuss what you think the text means. 

· Articulate both a complementarian and an egalitarian view of church leadership. You can use the lists in the study notes if it would help. If church leadership is a second-tier doctrinal issue (open-handed instead of closed-handed), why is it so important? 

· Related (and this is anecdotal), a change in church polity to include women in leadership seems too often the beginning of a slide away from orthodoxy. Why do you think this is so?

· Read Ephesians 5:22-33. What are the roles for men and women in marriage? Without going to either extreme (dominating male leadership, or explaining away any role of male leadership), discuss the biblical roles for husbands and wives. 

· Bonus: Read 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 to determine roles for men and women in church services. Remember, the gift (and practice) of prophecy is the gift of encouragement, as in a testimony. 

· Spend time discussing the application points from the sermon:

1. Delight in God’s created order
2. Determine to live in marriage and in the church according to God’s design
3. Devote your life to Jesus

· Pray for your missionary.

Study Notes

Thoughts and Quotes from the Sermon



Women in Church Leadership
Two Views

Complementarian View

· Men and women are equal as image-bearers before God
· Men and women are assigned different roles – they complement one another
· Men are called to servant-leadership in both the home and the church

Verses supporting a complementarian view of church leadership (and in other areas, as well): Genesis 1-3 (creation order); Ephesians 5:22-33 (marriage); 1 Timothy 2:11-15 (church leadership); 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 (instructions for worship services).

Egalitarian View

· Men and women are equal in worth and in calling/spiritual gifting
· NT texts calling for male leadership were consistent with the 1st century culture, but not relevant for all times
· Gender does not restrict anyone from church leadership

Verses supporting an egalitarian view: Genesis 1:26-28; Acts 2:17-18; Galatians 3:28

D.A. Carson and Tim Keller discuss 1 Timothy 2:12 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zShK_3DxxKs

[image: The Letters to Timothy and Titus (The Pillar New Testament Commentary (PNTC))]

John Stott There is no difference between the sexes either in the divine image we bear or in our status as God’s children through faith in Christ. Every idea of gender superiority or inferiority is ruled out from the start.

Robert Yarborough Paul gauges that women are less apt to be in the thralldom of anger and more likely to incline toward featuring their feminine charm via dress rather than their moral and spiritual seriousness, via the appearance and behavior that true worship calls for. Appearance and its motivations are not matters of indifference to God when his people assemble in Christ’s name.”

From the aforementioned commentary (though this is not word for word): Australian NT scholar, Claire Smith, tells the story of a university ethnic woman who was a new Christian who was asked, after reading 1 Timothy 2:12 for the first time if she found it difficult and she replied, “No, it’s easy. Paul is saying that women shouldn’t teach in the church because that is the way God wants it.” Then Smith said, “Rather than thinking Paul was affirming the culture of the day, can you see how our culture influences our reading of the text, and that many of the difficulties we find in it might exist because of our culture and our personalities and not because of the text itself?” Good question.

Robert Yarborough Woman’s salvation does not lie in seeking to deny the terms of the fall, to reinvent herself so those terms no longer apply (if that were possible), or to relate to her husband in a proactively combative fashion in self-defense. It lies rather in Christ, who can make the “curse” latent in womanhood and fertile marriage eternally fruitful precisely “through childbirth” and its agony, the bitter medicine pronounced in Genesis 3:15. But “saved through childbearing” receives additional definition in the last clause of the verse: “if they continue in faith, love, and holiness with propriety.”

Scripture Associated with the Message

1 Corinthians 11:2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you. 3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head, 5 but every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, since it is the same as if her head were shaven. 6 For if a wife will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head. 7 For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man. 8 For man was not made from woman, but woman from man. 9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. 10 That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. 11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman; 12 for as woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And all things are from God. 13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a wife to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16 If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God.

Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
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