GRACE LUTHERAN CHAPEL
Grace Chapel exists to make and keep disciples for Jesus Christ.

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 -- 5:00 p.m.

WELCOME/GREETING

OPENING HYMN		 		         “Once in Royal David’s City,” No. 376
1	Once in royal David’s city  Stood a lowly cattle shed,
   Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

2	He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all,
   And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy.

3	For He is our childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us He grew;
   He was little, weak, and helpless, Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness, And He shares in all our gladness.

4	And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His own redeeming love;
   For that child so dear and gentle Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on To the place where He is gone.

5	Not in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by
   Shall we see Him, but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound!

INVOCATION
	In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
	Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES    Isaiah 9:2–7
	The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
	those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.

	You have multiplied the nation;
	You have increased its joy;

	they rejoice before You as with joy at the harvest,
	as they are glad when they divide the spoil.

For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor,
	You have broken as on the day of Midian.

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood
	will be burned as fuel for the fire.

	For to us a child is born,
	to us a son is given;

	and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over His kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
We come together tonight. We sing and speak about "Peace on Earth." Yet because of our 
brokenness and sin, we don't experience peace.  As we prepare to celebrate the gift of our 
Prince of Peace wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger, let's go to our Lord 
and confess our brokenness and sin.

We live in a broken world. And the problem of living in a broken world is that we’re 
broken too. In Romans, Paul outlined the struggle we have: 

For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate.
	For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.

	For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing.

	So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.
	Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?
The next verse in Romans gives us an answer: “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 
Lord!” Jesus left His home in heaven to come to us. He was born for us. He lived for us. 
He died for us. And now He lives again for us. Jesus is the one who brings us home. He is 
the one who takes our brokenness, who takes our sin, and makes us His. And so, as a 
called and ordained minister of Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
	Amen!

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

LESSON	Part 1: Prophecies of a Savior	Isaiah 11:1, 4a; Numbers 24:15b, 17a; 
Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2

	Our gracious God did not become one of us unexpectantly; rather, through the ages, He promised to enter human history to save us. Let us hear some of the prophecies and respond in song.

	Isaiah wrote about a descendant of Jesse, David’s father:
“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. With righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.”

HYMN				        “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” No. 359, v. 1
	Lo, how a rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’ret bright, Amid the cold of winter,
   When half-spent was the night.

	In Numbers, chapter 24, we read that the Savior would be royal.
“The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, . . . I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel.”

HYMN				          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” No. 357, v. 1 
          	O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

 	Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!


	Isaiah even wrote about our Lord’s virgin birth.
“The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

HYMN				             “Savior of the Nations, Come,” No. 332, v. 1
Savior of the nations, come,
   Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
   That the Lord chose such a birth.

	Micah foretold where Jesus would be born.
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.”

HYMN					“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” No. 361, v. 1
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
    Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
    The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

	It is not enough to look back at the historical fact of Jesus’ birth; today we celebrate the love God showers on us daily, which we share, and about which we sing in later stanzas of these same hymns.

GRADUAL	Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a
	To us a child is born,
	to us a son is given;

	and the government shall be upon His shoulder.
And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a new song,
	for He has done marvelous things!


LESSON	Part 2: Love from Our Savior	1 John 4:7–9, 10–12, 15–16; Titus 2:11–14

	In his First Epistle, John writes,
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him.”

HYMN				“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” No. 359, v2
2	Isaiah ’twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior,
   When half-spent was the night.

	John continues,
“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in us.”

HYMN				           “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” No. 357, v 7 
7	O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

	Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

	And John concludes,
“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.”

HYMN				              “Savior of the Nations, Come,” No. 332, v 7
From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides.
  						               Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
          Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003490

	Paul writes to Titus and us:
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for good works.”

HYMN				“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” No. 361, vv. 3-4
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n.
    No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
    Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
    We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
    O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!

HOLY GOSPEL	Luke 2:1-14
	The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
	Glory to You, O Lord.

     In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
     8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
	Praise to You, O Christ.

MESSAGE	“The Time Has Come”


HYMN					“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly,” No. 393
1	Infant holy, Infant lowly,
For His bed a cattle stall;
    Oxen lowing, Little knowing
Christ the child is Lord of all.
    Swiftly winging, Angels singing,
    Bells are ringing, Tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child is Lord of all!

2	Flocks were seeping, Shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
    Saw the glory, Heard the story,
Tidings of a Gospel true.
    Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow,
    Praises voicing, Greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you!
Christ the child was born for you!

LITANY
	In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.

For the peace on earth proclaimed by angels and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.

For the peace and Christmas joy in the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who respond here to the light of God’s love, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.

For all clergy and laypeople in the Church as they carry the light of Christ with them, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.

For those who work in national and local governments and agencies to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here rejoicing in God’s great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all afflictions, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
	Lord, have mercy.

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
	Alleluia.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
	To You, O Lord.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
	Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and gives it to the acolytes and ushers. They pass the light on to the congregation. Tip only the unlighted candle. (Lights are dimmed.)

As the light of these candles illuminates our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ, a child in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the cross, and soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all.  He is our Light here on earth and the eternal Light who enlightens heaven, where there is no need of candle or sun.  Rejoice, for the Light of the world has come, who transforms us with the brightness of His glory.  This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaimed to you:  that God is Light and in Him is no darkness at all.
CANDLELIGHT HYMNS:
“The First Noel,” v. 1, 2, 4
The first Noel the angel did say
   Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
   On a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Refrain:  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel.

They lookèd up and saw a star
    Shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
   And so it continued both day and night. Refrain:

This star drew nigh to the northwest,
    O'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
And there it did both stop and stay,
    Right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain:


 “What Child Is This,” No. 370
         1	What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!

2	Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you;
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!

3	So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!


“Away in a Manger,” No. 364
1	Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
   The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
   The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2	The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
   I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
   And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3	Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
   Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
   And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.


“Silent Night, Holy Night,” No. 363
1	Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
    Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

2	Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
    Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

3	Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.


BENEDICTION	
You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and then cover its light.  Instead they set the lamp on its stand, set it up high, and it lights everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before all people, that they may see your good works and give praise to your Father in heaven.  

God and Father of our Lord Jesus, You have sent Your very Son to be our Savior: Our Light in the midst of darkness, Our Hope in the face of despair, Our Redeemer from sin's prison, Our Peace in turmoil and upset.

We have heard His voice in His Word; calling us to renounce sin and its darkness, to believe Your promises are true, and to live together in love and peace.

Send us forth from this place with joy; that, until we gather here again, we may be kept safe from harm, and steadfast in hope. This we ask You in the name of Jesus.  Amen.

May Jesus, Immanuel, our Savior, the firstfruit of God's new creation, bear the fruit of faithfulness and joy in your lives now and forever.
  	Amen.  

HYMN	“Joy to the World,” No. 387
         1	Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing,
    And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2	Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
    Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3	No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
    Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.

4	He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love,
    And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love.

POSTLUDE
(Offering will be received at the door as you depart)

Grace is for all!
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Participants
Preacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Nate Ruback
Liturgist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Eric Stacy
Organist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. John Greene
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