 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

GRACE LUTHERAN CHAPEL


Grace Chapel exists to make and keep disciples for Jesus Christ.


New Year’s Eve


December 31, 2025 – 5:00 p.m.
Welcome to Grace Lutheran Chapel and to our worship with Holy Communion. As Lutheran Christians we believe and confess that Christ’s Body and Blood are present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. This meal benefits those who acknowledge and confess their sin and trust in Christ alone for their salvation. Where Christ’s true body and blood are present, so also is the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Baptized and instructed Christians who share in this belief are welcome to this meal of our Lord’s grace and forgiveness.
WELCOME AND GREETING

OPENING HYMN
     
 
    
            “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers,” No, 515
1
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.
   The Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.
   Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.

2
The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear.
   The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
   Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand.

         3
The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.
   Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;
   In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold.

4
Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
   With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
   The day of earth’s redemption That sets Your people free!

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES


Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,


the light no darkness can overcome.


Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,


and the day is almost over.


Let Your light scatter the darkness


and illumine Your church.

CANTICLE
Phos Hilaron 


Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father; heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. We have come to the setting of the sun, and we look to the evening light. We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever. O Son of God, O Giver of life: the universe proclaims Your glory.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Reflecting on the year that is passing, let us make confession to God, our heavenly Father.

Gracious Lord, as this year now ends, we confess our sins, once again beseeching Your mercy and asking Your forgiveness. We are fallen creatures, stained by sin from the beginning of our lives. During the year now closing, we have sinned against You repeatedly in thought, word, and deed. We deserve nothing but Your condemnation and punishment. Yet, as penitent people, we come before You, humbly asking Your pardon and seeking the peace that only You can grant.

For the sake of Jesus Christ, God grants forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.

INTROIT


Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.

The Lord has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.

He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.


Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

HYMN OF PRAISE



         “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice,” No. 386
1
Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
    He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;
    Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.
        Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art!

2
Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child;
Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
    Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee!

3
Now through His Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine. 
Death was reigning o’er us Through sin and vanity 
Till He opened for us A bright eternity.
    May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there!

4
Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground?
    Where the angels singing With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light.
    Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

SALUTATION


The Lord be with you.


And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT 
Isaiah 30:8-17  




   8 And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever. 9 For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the Lord; 10 who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, 11 leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 12 Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you despise this word and trust in oppression and perverseness and rely on them, 13 therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out and about to collapse, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 14 and its breaking is like that of a potter's vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly
that among its fragments not a shard is found with which to take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 15 For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, 16 and you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 17 A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill.


This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE
Romans 8:31b-39
    31b If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


This is the Word of the Lord.

 Thanks be to God.

VERSE   Psalm 103:17a

Alleluia. 
The steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him. 
Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 12:35-40

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.


Glory to You, O Lord.

35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
OFFERING

     (Bringing tithes and financial gifts to the Lord is an important act of worship for our members. These offerings help to accomplish ministry both here at Grace and around the world. Guests may regard the offering of tithes as optional. God is pleased with your offering today of praise and prayer.

     So that we may have a record of your attendance, fellowship pads are located in each pew near the center 
aisle. Please enter the appropriate information and pass it on to those sitting next to you. VISITORS - please note your address and phone number.)

SERMON
“Time”
SERMON HYMN 
“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love,” No. 900
1
Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Name all other names above,
Unto which must ev’ry knee Bow in deep humility.

2
Jesus! Name decreed of old, To the maiden mother told,
Kneeling in her lowly cell, By the angel Gabriel.

3
Jesus! Name of priceless worth To the fallen of the earth
For the promise that it gave, “Jesus shall His people save.”

4
Jesus! Name of mercy mild, Given to the holy Child
When the cup of human woe First He tasted here below.

5
Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved Burst their fetters and are saved.

6
Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Almighty and eternal God, all praise, honor, and glory be to You for Your glorious and good act of creating us and all things, Your daily provision of all we need to sustain life, and the gift of deliverance to an eternal inheritance in the world to come. Help all people to come in repentance and faith to the rejection of all that is false and to the praise of You as the only true God. Lord, in Your mercy,


hear our prayer.
O faithful God, all time rests in Your hands; nothing exists apart from Your promise or Your power; help us trust in You for all things. Lord, in Your mercy,


hear our prayer.

When sin had stolen us from You, You sought us out through the voice of the prophets, until Your own Son took on our flesh and blood to visit us with Your mercy and grace; guide us to be faithful in word and deed. Lord, in Your mercy,


hear our prayer.

Help us not only to rejoice in His saving name but to call on His name in time of trouble; we pray You, Lord, deliver us from our sins and from our fears, that we may serve You with our whole heart, mind, and will. Lord, in Your mercy,


hear our prayer.

Shine down Your peace to a world at war and bring calm amid the violent areas of the world; especially be with those who serve our nation, here and everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy,


hear our prayer.

Touch the sick and suffering with peace and hope, and give to the troubled and dying the strength to be faithful unto death that they may receive the crown of everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy,


hear our prayer.

Remove the guilt of this past year's failures and fears, forgive our sins and errors, and lead us to begin anew to serve You in the gift of this coming year. Lord, in Your mercy,


hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.


Amen.

PREFACE


The Lord be with you. 






      


And also with you.


Lift up your hearts. 









We lift them to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 







It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end, in whom all our days are made holy by His abiding presence. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS, p. 161

[image: image1.png]| 1HE1

Heav-en and earth are

full of Your glo - ry.

QL

Ho - san-na. Ho -




[image: image2.png]e — | |

-V | P | [ ] l I | I N
Q) | — | y ~—— —
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who




[image: image3.png]f)
",

| I

)

| | | |
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na

| A I ] I [
& I [
I I I | I [ | I I I I [ o~
NV & Wi I I I I I [/ I I [ T 1 I J [ %~
4 4 -—

I

in the high - est.




PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       

    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

    In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.


Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD'S PRAYER

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
PAX DOMINI


The peace of the Lord be with you always.


Amen.


ANGUS DEI, p. 163
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DISTRIBUTION




(Ushers will invite you to come forward to the Lord’s Table to receive Christ within the bread and wine of Holy Communion. If you are able, please kneel at the rail beginning at the center. Extend your hand to receive the bread. You may receive the wine, either by individual or common cup. Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of each tray. Those not baptized or instructed in the Biblical teaching of Holy Communion may come forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms across your chest to receive a blessing. “Come, for all has been made ready!”  Luke 14:17)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS –
   “A Great and Mighty Wonder,” No. 383
          1
A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant With virgin honor pure! Refrain
Refrain: Proclaim the Savior’s birth: “To God on high be glory
  And peace to all the earth!”

2
The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky. Refrain
3
While thus they sing your Monarch, Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains, And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain
4
Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em, The Savior and the Lord. Refrain
5
All idols then shall perish And Satan’s lying cease,
And Christ shall raise His scepter, Decreeing endless peace. Refrain
   “God Loves Me Dearly,” No. 392

          1
God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me. Refrain
Refrain: Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly,

                  God loves me dearly, Loves even me.

2
I was in slav’ry, Sin, death, and darkness;
God’s love was working To make me free. Refrain

3
He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer,
He sent forth Jesus And set me free. Refrain

4
Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer;
Jesus, my Savior, Paid all I owed. Refrain
5
Now I will praise You, O Love Eternal;
Now I will praise You All my life long. Refrain

   “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice,” No. 390
          1
Let us all with gladsome voice Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath given.

          2
To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sadness,
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes We may reign in gladness.

3
We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and yonder.

4
Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, Be Thou ever near us.
Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. O Lord, mercifully hear the prayers of Your Church throughout the fast-fleeting years that we, being delivered from all adversities and serving You with a quiet mind, may enjoy Your peace all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


Amen.

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ( give you peace.

Amen.


Go in peace. Serve the Lord.


Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN
“Abide with Me,” No. 878
1
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
   When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
   Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

2
I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
   Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
   Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

3
Come not in terrors, as the King of kings,
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings;
   Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea.
   Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me.

4
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
     Change and decay in all around I see;
     O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

5
I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
   Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
   I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
   Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
   In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

POSTLUDE


Grace is for all!






Participants

Preacher and Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Nate Ruback
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