
Zelaya’s 

• Family 
o Doing well. 
o Homeschool year starts September.  Lori Montoya (Kimberly’s mom) will be helping with Logan’s schooling.  

Kimberly is considering hiring someone to help with some of the kids schooling this year.  Some of this past 
year’s short-term teams and interns had helped a little bit with the kids schooling and the kids responded 
very well to the additional help teaching from someone other than “mom.” 

▪ Lukas – 5th grade – 10 years old (2013) 
▪ Lia – 3rd grade - 7 years old (2016) 
▪ Levi – 1st grade – 5 years old (March 1, 2018) 
▪ Logan – Pre-K - 3 years old (July 28, 2020) 

o Zelaya monthly financial support level is good at present. 
o Currently living in their original, small house while they raise funds to build on the MEDA property.  They 

have about 38% of the $150,000 that they estimate they will need.  They are trying to decide if they should 
wait until they have raised all of the funds before starting construction or get a loan to start construction 
now and when construction is complete, rent their current house for income to make loan payments. 

o Kimberly’s brother Jonathan and his wife, Madison, along with their two young children, Jon-Wilson (2) and 
Ian-Fuller (10 months), led a short-term team from their church to MEDA for a week and then stayed on for 
a second week to visit family.  Jonathan is in seminary. 

o Kimberly’s brother Jeremy is in his second year of law school.  Jeremy and his wife, Andrea, are doing well.  
She is pregnant. 

o Kimberly’s sister Leslie, and her new husband, Luke, are doing well.  Luke is also in seminary.  Leslie is 
expecting their first child. 

o Kimberly’s sister Marcy, and her new husband, Ryan, are doing well.  They have moved near Washington, 
D.C., for his job as an engineer. 

o Kimberly’s sisters, Sara (19), and Abby (16) are doing well in Honduras.  Both are active in ministry. 
o Lori’s parents in North Carolina are continuing to decline in health.  Carlos and Lori (Kimberly’s parents) have 

been in the U.S. 3 times this year to help care for her parents.  One of those times, Lori was in the U.S. for 2 
months.  Finding good, reliable, caring people to care for her parents is a challenging task. 

o Lori stays busy in ministering through Betania church, as nursery director and in counseling women.  She 
also enjoys time with her growing number of grandchildren. 

o Carlos continues to be very busy with MEDA.  He teaches 3 modules.  In addition, he is doing more traveling, 
teaching at MEDA conferences in Peru and El Salvador.  On top of that, he is involved in a lot of meetings, 
including a regional TMAI (The Masters Academy International) meeting in Florida during September. 

• MEDA 
o MEDA is expanding its influence and reach.   

▪ In addition to resuming two conferences on campus in Siguatepeque, Honduras (a Pastors 
conference and a Women’s conference), they have held a conference in El Salvador, one in Peru, 
and a couple in other Honduras locations.  This makes the training available to more pastors and 
also increases the number of churches and pastors who are aware of MEDA as an option for 
additional training. 

▪ The Nogales Baptist Seminary (aka SEBANO) in Nogales, Mexico (on the border with Arizona) is 
partnering with MEDA, becoming SEPE-Mexico (SEPE, or Seminary for Expository Preaching, is the 
name of the MEDA seminary while MEDA, or Ministerios Evangelicos de la Americas, is the name of 
the overall ministry organization that includes the seminary, the conferences, other pastoral 
ministry training, and hosting short-term ministry teams and interns).  A professor from SEBANO has 
been teaching the Greek #1, #2, and #3 modules at MEDA this year, and Edwin will be teaching in 
Nogales for 2 weeks during September.  The MEDA professor of Hebrew has already taught one of 
the classes at the Nogales seminary this year. 

▪ This year, Edwin is teaching 3 modules, Greek #4 and Exegesis #1, and #2.  In addition, Edwin has 
also taught two online courses, one on Greek and one on Exegesis.  Each of these online courses is 
once a week for 15 weeks. 



▪ MEDA has added Elective Modules to their curriculum.  These are one week courses (compared to 
the 2 week modules that make up the core seminary curriculum) and they are topically oriented 
classes.  These provide additional training for the seminary students and attract potentially future 
seminary students without a large initial commitment. 

o MEDA has continued is two on-campus conferences this year, one for pastors and one for women’s ministry. 

• Iglesia Betania 
o The Young Marrieds group at Betania, which Edwin and Kimberly lead has grown from 14 to 17 couples 

regularly attending for Bible study, discussion, questions, and prayer every other Sunday night.  Some are 
newlyweds without kids, several couples have new babies, and others have older kids.  The Montoya’s 
provide childcare for the 33 children of these families when the couples meet.  The group is going really 
well.  They are growing in parenting and in their marriages.  Several of the men serve as deacons and others 
are leading their families well.  This Young Marrieds group makes up nearly 50% of the families in the 
church. 

▪ Because Zelaya’s have moved back to their smaller house, they can no longer host the Young 
Married gatherings in their home.  Instead, the hosting responsibilities are rotated among a few of 
the Young Married families who do have larger homes.  That “plan B” is working well. 

▪ In May, a U.S. church provided financial support for the Young Married families to get away for a 
family retreat at a Honduran beach.  The retreat went well and was greatly appreciated by the 
families. 

o Edwin and Kimberly also lead a small College & Career age group at Betania, meeting every other week.  
Many of this group are also serving in the ministries of the church.  This group also had a small retreat in 
May, in conjunction with a visit by a U.S. short-term ministry team. 

o The High School group at Betania has been struggling for a number of years with low and sporadic 
attendance by students.  This year, a 3rd year MEDA student from Ecuador, who is living on MEDA property 
while attending seminary, has started leading the ministry with assistance from several in the College and 
Career group.  The result is the High School group beginning to grow again.  Currently there are about 20 
students who are regularly and faithfully attending. 

o Edwin has recently started a Men’s ministry that has been enthusiastically received.  About 30 men are 
meeting once a month and studying a book of the Bible.  The men are asked to read an entire book each 
month and there is a lot of back and forth on a group chat between meetings.  Their first book was Proverbs.  
For the current month, the men are reading the Gospel of John.  One of the many benefits from this men’s 
ministry is its multi-generational aspect.  The ministry gathers men who don’t have that much other 
participation in church and provides opportunities for older men to share experiences and wisdom with 
younger men who want to learn. 

o Edwin was invited and has been preaching each Tuesday morning to the local professional Soccer team.  This 
represents a weekly audience of about 30 people outside of the church. 

o Edwin and two other men from Betania, Antonio and Miguel, have been asked to coach a boys soccer team 
for a local school.  They are looking for this to be an evangelistic opportunity. 

o Five men from the church are currently attending seminary and helping with church ministries like Sunday 
School and the Wednesday evening service. 

o Raul continues to be day to day.  Some days are good while others are not as good.  The good news is that 
he has not had any further health crises since coming home from the hospital in San Pedro Sula last year.  
Most Sundays he is able to attend church and has even preached twice this year.  He participates in most 
but not all elder meetings and is able to do some counseling. 

• Prayer 
o For salvation of the Zelaya children – Lukas, Lia, Levi, and Logan. 
o For the project to build a house.  It will need a lot of funding.   
o For Raul’s health. 
o For Edwin’s soccer-based evangelistic outreaches. 
o For Edwin’s two-week trip to teach at the Mexico seminary starting Sep 16.  Pray for Kimberly and the four 

kids at home while Edwin is traveling. 


