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TRANSITION

CENTRAL TRUTH

KEY TEXTS

SPOTLIGHT ON
THE GOSPEL

GENERATIONS OF GRACE

Lesson Overview aeacer

Lesson 29 featured Moses’ final addresses, urging covenant obedience and
prophesying restoration. Lesson 31 transitions to Joshua’s leadership after Moses’
death, as God charged him to lead Israel into the promised land. The conquest
begins with Jericho and Rahab’s faith aiding the spies.

God empowers faithful leaders for conquest.
Joshua 1:1-2:24

Rahab knew that the LORD was God because of the parting of the Red Sea and
the destruction of the Egyptian army. She believed in God, and He was merciful
to save her and her family. God’s awesome power is evident everywhere. Follow
God; He is the only way to salvation.

DAILY DEVOTIONS

Family Devotional earenn

This section explains what the Family Devotional covers for parents to use with
their children each day of the week. Each devotional reinforces the lesson taught
in Sunday School.

Day1l Rahab Hides the Spies (Sunday School review)
Joshua 1:1-2:24

Day2 The LORD’s Promise to Joshua
Joshua 1:1-5

Day3 The LORD’s Charge to Joshua
Joshua 1:6-9

Day4 Joshua Takes Command
Joshua 1:10-18

Day5 The Spies Hide on the Roof
Joshua 2:1-7

Day 6 Rahab’s Faith
Joshua 2:8-14

Day7 The Spies’ Promise to Spare Rahab
Joshua 2:15-24

LAST WEEK NEXT WEEK

Review 3

Lessons 16—29
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LESSON @ TEACHER BOOK

NOTE: Do not read this
commentary aloud to the
children. The commentary
is designed to help educate
and prepare the teacher for
the lesson. The teacher’s
goal in studying the
commentary is to better
understand the lesson.

Rahab Hides the Spies

THE LORD’S PROMISE AND CHARGE TO JOSHUA

The people of Israel were on the brink of entering the land of promise. But after the
death of Moses (Deut 34:1-8), they needed another leader, and God appointed Joshua.
Joshua was a man of God uniquely qualified to lead the people of Israel at this pivotal
time in the history of the people of Israel. He was an experienced military leader, a
man who had worked closely with Moses for many years and one who had proved
himself to be a man of faith.

Many years earlier, on the way from the Red Sea to Mount Sinai, Moses had chosen
Joshua to fight an early battle against Amalek (Exod 17:8-9). In that battle, Joshua
and his men won a great military victory for which he was honored by the LORD
(vv13-14). Joshua had been Moses’ assistant “from his youth” (24:13; Num 11:28),
and had accompanied Moses when he went up to receive the tablets of the Ten
Commandments (Exod 24:13; 32:15-17). Joshua was with Moses on the mountain
when he heard the noise of the people (v17) as they were engaged in the idolatry
of the golden calf (vv4-6). Later, Joshua was charged to watch over the tent of the
meeting when Moses was not there (33:11). Joshua (called by the name Hoshea) had
been one of the twelve spies sent to reconnoiter the land of promise (Num 13:8,16).
Ten spies returned with a report that discouraged the people (13:28-29,31-33),
but Joshua, along with Caleb (13:6,30; 14:6), encouraged them and told them that
they should trust the LORD and not fear the inhabitants of the land (14:6-9). Later,
when Moses asked the LORD to “appoint a man over the congregation,” who could
be (in effect) their shepherd (Num 27:16-17), the LORD Himself told Moses to “take
Joshua” (v18) and lay his hand on him, have him stand before “Eleazer...and all the
congregation,” and “commission him in their sight” (v19). This confirmed to all that
Joshua was to be Moses’ successor; and it was affirmed again by the LORD when He
told Moses directly that Joshua would lead Israel in the conquest of the land of promise
(Deut 31:3). At that time Moses charged and encouraged Joshua (vv7-8); the LORD
Himself commissioned Joshua to “bring the people of Israel into the land” (v23).

For any man to take Moses’ place, it had to be made clear to everyone that that man
had the approval and calling of the LORD. Joshua’s calling was made clear on several
occasions (see above). But it was also necessary that it be made clear to Joshua himself.
So, the LORD spoke directly to Joshua; He charged him “to go over this Jordan, you
and all the people, into the land that T am giving to them” (Josh 1:2). The LORD also
described to Joshua the extent and boundaries of that land (vv3-4) and promised no
one would stand in Joshua’s way when he went forward to take the land (v5a). T%e
LORD gave Joshua a very encouraging promise: “as I was with Moses, so I will be
with you” (v5b); the LORD charged Joshua to “Be strong and courageous” (vv6,9).
Joshua was to do, to keep, and to meditate on the Law of Moses (vv7-8a); he was
assured of “good success” (v8b).

JOSHUA TAKES COMMAND AND CHARGES THE TRIBES

Joshua then commanded the people to prepare to cross over the Jordan River
(vv10-11). He reminded the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh that—
although they had been given land on the east of the Jordan River—they had agreed to
join the other tribes to fight in the land of Canaan (see Numbers 32; Josh 1:12-15).
These tribes acknowledged this obligation (v16), and they encouraged Joshua by
affirming their loyalty to him (vv17a,18)—they admonished him to be “strong and
courageous” (v18c¢).
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GENERATIONS OF GRACE

RAHAB AND THE SPIES

To prepare for the conquest to come, Joshua sent two spies to reconnoiter the land, especially the main
Canaanite city, Jericho (2:1a). The spies went where they would attract the least attention; they went
to the house of a woman named Rahab (v2b). (The ESV uses the word “prostitute,” but the term in
Hebrew does not have quite the same immoral connotations as this term in English. She was more like
an innkeeper with [sometimes] disreputable customers.) The two spies may have even told Rahab
who they were; nevertheless, she hid them from the agents of the king of Jericho (vv2,4). When she
was asked about the whereabouts of the two spies (v3), she told the agents of the king that she had
seen them but that they had slipped out just before the city gate was closed (vv4-5a). She advised
these agents to go after them (v5b), which they did (v7), but the agents did not find the spies because
they were still hidden on the (flat) roof of Rahab’s house (v8).

Rahab then spoke to the two spies; what she revealed to them was remarkable. She said, “I know that
the LORD has given you the land” (v9a). How did she know this? She related that “all the inhabitants
of the land”—]Jericho included—had heard of the history of the people of Israel from as far back as
their deliverance (from Pharaoh) at the Red Sea to the defeat of Sihon and Og on the east side of the
Jordan (v10). These reports had caused “fear” in all the Canaanites such that their “hearts [were]
melted, and there was no spirit left in any man” (vv9b,11). But most significantly, Rahab confessed
that it was all because “the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth
beneath” (vi1b). In other words, she was convinced that the LORD was the true God and He fought
for the people of Israel; it was an amazing testimony of faith. Rahab had great faith in the LORD; she
is honored in the genealogy of Jesus (Matt 1:5) and mentioned in the letter to the Hebrews along with
other great Old Testament saints (Heb 11:31; see Jas 2:25).

Rahab had a request for these spies, namely, that she and her family would be spared when the
inevitable conquest and defeat of Jericho took place (Josh 2:12-13). The two spies readily agreed
that she and her house would be spared: “when the LORD gives us the land we will deal kindly and
faithfully with you” (v14). When the time came for the spies to leave, they arranged with Rahab to
ensure that their promise of protection would be honored. They instructed her to put a “scarlet cord
in the window” (vv17-18); this cord would alert the attackers that all in the house should be spared.
However, they said, if any of her family was not in the house (v19a), or if she revealed the plans of
the spies (v20), then the promise of protection would be void. Rahab agreed and hung the cord in
her window (v21).

Rahab’s house was on the city wall, which allowed the spies to be lowered by a rope to the ground
outside the city wall (v15b). She let them out by the same window where the scarlet cord was to be
hung (vv15a,21b). She wisely advised them not to go directly to the Jordan River, but to hide in the
hill country for three days to avoid those who were chasing them (v16)—which is what they did (v22).
The spies then returned to Joshua and reported what Rahab had told them, namely, the inhabitants
were very fearful (v24b) and that “the LORD has given all the land into our hands” (v24a).

LESSON SUMMARY

Joshua 1:1-2:24 details God’s charge to Joshua, Moses’ successor, to lead Israel across the Jordan River
into the promised land, promising His presence and success through obedience to the Law. The tribes
of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh commit to fight alongside Israel despite their land being east of
the Jordan. Joshua sent spies to Jericho, where Rahab, confessing faith in God, hid them and secured
her family’s safety, confirming the Canaanites’ fear and God’s plan for Israel’s conquest.
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Personal Preparation

The following section is provided for you to use as a devotional. This will help you prepare for your upcoming
Generations of Grace lesson time. Check off your progress as_you go.

]
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PRAY for wisdom to understand what you are about to read and to effectively teach the lesson.
REVIEW last week’s lesson and the central truth.
IDENTIFY this week’s central truth along with the transition, key texts, and key verse(s) from this lesson’s title page.

READ this week’s key texts from Scripture and choose which passages you want to read aloud to the children during
your lesson time. Record on the right hand page under READ.

STUDY the commentary and identify the italicized sentences to summarize the lesson and central truth below.

SUMMARIZE your notes from above into the LESSON OUTLINE on the right hand page. Add any additional questions
that you want to reference while teaching your lesson (one question provided per point).

PREPARE your activity, craft, or coloring page for this week’s lesson by visiting our website’s
additional resources page. Select the introduction, illustration, or application that you would
like to use in your classroom along with any visual aid you may decide to use while teaching.

PLAN your music time by choosing songs that pertain to this week’s narrative theme.

Check the additional resources on our website for recommendations. Additional
Resources
RE-WRITE this week’s spotlight on the gospel in your own words on the teaching outline gracecurriculum.org

under CONCLUDE on the right hand page.

PRAY about how you can apply this lesson to your life and that you would communicate the
central truth and spotlight on the gospel clearly in your lesson.
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Teaching Outline Rahab Hidés
the Spies

This section is designed to be used as a clean copy of your notes for teaching the lesson. Follow the

teaching outline below as a step-by-step guide during your Sunday School lesson.
Lesson 31

[ ] PRAY with your class that the children would understand the central truth and gospel message,
and that you would teach the children effectively.

[] REVIEW last week’s lesson and the central truth to begin your lesson.

[ ] INTRODUCE this week’s lesson and the central truth using the selected introduction, illustration,
or application from our additional resources page.

[ ] READ the key texts from Scripture you selected that connect to the central truth.

[] TEACH your class using your summarized notes and questions from the LESSON OUTLINE. The
points provided are the main headers from the commentary. Use the visual aid you selected and
always connect your lesson back to the central truth.

1. THE LORD’S PROMISE AND CHARGE TO JOSHUA (JOSHUA 1:1-9)

¢ Who was Moses’ successor?

2. JOSHUA TAKES COMMAND AND CHARGES THE TRIBES (JOSHUA 1:10-18)
o Why were the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh different from the other tribes?

LESSON OUTLINE

3. RAHAB AND THE SPIES (JOSHUA 2:1-24)

o How did Rahab mark her home for the Israelites?

[] CONCLUDE this week’s lesson with the spotlight on the gospel and tie it into the central truth and
the lesson you just taught.

[] PRAY for the children hearing this lesson that they would be saved and follow the LORD.
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