Victory Over Canaan

KEY VERSE

Joshua 10:14
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GENERATIONS OF GRACE

Lesson Overview aeacer

TRANSITION  Lesson 33 highlighted Israel’s defeat at Ai due to Achan’s sin, Israel’s eventual
victory through obedience, and Gibeon’s deception. Lesson 34 narrates Israel’s
defense of Gibeon against five Amorite kings, Joshua’s miraculous prayer, and
the continued conquest to possess the land and fulfill God’s promise.

CENTRALTRUTH  God grants victory through divine intervention.
KEY TEXTS  Joshua 10:1-19:51

SPOTLIGHTON  Joshua prayed, and the sun stood still—God fought for Israel with miracles no
THE GOSPEL  one had ever seen. Jesus, the greater Joshua, prayed in Gethsemane, and God
fought for us on the cross. He died to defeat every enemy—sin, death, and

Satan—and rose so we could live in the light of His victory forever. Trust in Him.

Family Devotional earenn

This section explains what the Family Devotional covers for parents to use with
their children each day of the week. Each devotional reinforces the lesson taught
in Sunday School.

DAILY DEVOTIONS  Day1 Victory Over Canaan (Sunday School review)
Joshua 10:1-19:51

Day2 The Sun Stands Still
Joshua 10:1-15

Day3 Defeat of the Five Amorite Kings
Joshua 10:16-28

Day4 Joshua’s Conquest of the Land
Joshua 10:29-12:24

Day 5 Division of the Land
Joshua 13:1-33

Day 6 The Inheritance West of the Jordan
Joshua 14:1-15

Day7 The Land Allotted to the Tribes
Joshua 15:1-19:51

LAST WEEK NEXT WEEK

Battles
Against Ai

[ IR s

Lesson 33

AN
LeSSon 35 4
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LESSON @ TEACHER BOOK

NOTE: Do not read this
commentary aloud to the
children. The commentary
is designed to help educate
and prepare the teacher for
the lesson. The teacher’s
goal in studying the
commentary is to better
understand the lesson.

Victory Over Canaan

BATTLE AGAINST THE FIVE AMORITE KINGS

The news of the defeat of Ai by Israel and the news of the capitulation of the Gibeonites
to Israel spread throughout the land of Canaan and came to Adoni-zedek, the king of
Jerusalem (Josh 10:1a). After the defeat and destruction of the mighty city of Jericho,
the destruction of the much smaller and weaker city of Ai might have been expected;
but the city of Gibeon was a stronger and more important city (v2). For Gibeon to
have “made peace with Israel” (vib) was alarming—even threatening—to the other
Canaanite cities. Adoni-zedek was probably unaware that the Gibeonites had become
the servants of Israel (see 9:21,27) and assumed that Gibeon had united its strength
with that of Israel. This prompted Adoni-zedek to create a coalition with four other
Amorite (Canaanite) kings (Hoham of Hebron, Piram of Jarmuth, Japhia of Lachish,
and Debir of Eglon; 10:3) to withstand the (supposed) coalition of Gibeon and Israel.
Adoni-zedek planned to attack Gibeon (v4a) in retribution for making peace “with
Joshua and with the people of Israel” (v4b). The five kings then “gathered their
forces” and “encamped against Gibeon” to make war against it (v5).

The men of Gibeon sent for Joshua (v6a) because in those days an agreement such
as the one between Israel and Gibeon (see 9:3-27) was taken very seriously; since
the Gibeonites had willingly become the servants of Israel, they expected that Israel
would protect them. The message they sent to Joshua was simple: “Come...quickly
and save us and help us” (10:6b). Joshua did not delay; he immediately departed
with all his fighters to go to Gibeon (v7). Along the way, the LORD told Joshua not
to fear because victory was assured (“I have given them into your hands”) and
no man would “stand” or succeed in battle against Joshua (v8). Due to his swift
action and an all-night forced march (v9b), Joshua surprised the five kings; he “came
upon them suddenly” (v9a) and “the LORD threw them into a panic before Israel”
(v10a). Israel “struck them with a great blow” (v10b), which caused them to flee
throughout the countryside, first to the northwest, then sharply to the southwest for
many miles (v10c). Along the way, the LORD helped Israel by miraculously sending
down hailstones (“large stones from heaven,” vlla) on the fleeing Canaanites; more
Canaanites died from the hailstones than were killed by Israel (vi1b).

JOSHUA PRAYED FOR TOTAL VICTORY

The chase of the Canaanites took many hours; with the end of the daylight coming,
it began to look like the Canaanite armies might escape under cover of darkness.
This would have meant an incomplete victory for Israel. Joshua then prayed a most
unusual prayer (vl12a). In a poetically phrased request, Joshua asked the LORD to
make the sun stand still and to bring the movement of the moon to a halt (v12) to
enable the pursuit of the Canaanites to continue. 7%4e LORD granted this request
and “the sun stood still, and the moon stopped” (vi3a); because “the sun stopped
in the midst of heaven” (v13b), Israel had many hours of daylight to continue the
battle. (A miracle of this magnitude was not something that was easily forgotten.
This story was recorded in “the Book of Jashar” [v13b]. It was said that there had
never been a day like it “before or since” [v14a]. By the miracles of the hailstones
and the extended daylight, “the LORD fought for Israel” [v14b]; verses 14 and 15 are
summary statements that anticipate the end of the whole campaign [see 11:43].)

As “the nation took vengeance on their enemies” (10:13b), it was discovered that the

five kings were hiding in a cave in Makkedah (southwest of Gibeon and Jerusalem,
vl6a). When Joshua learned of this (v17), he took measures to prevent these kings
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from fleeing (v18). Joshua ordered his men to pursue their enemies, to attack the “rear guard” of the
enemy, and to prevent them from finding refuge in their cities (v19a). He also told the fighters that the
LORD promised victory (v19b). At the end of the fighting, most of the Canaanites were “wiped out,”
and only a few had escaped into the “fortified cities” (v20). Joshua then returned to the cave where
the five kings were held captive (vv22-23). The kings were brought before Joshua and the leaders of
Israel; in a ceremony intended to demonstrate complete victory, the kings were made to lie on the
ground while the warriors of Israel “put their feet on their necks” (v24). Joshua reminded his warriors
that they should be unafraid, and “strong and courageous” because the LORD had promised them
victory over all their enemies (v25). The kings were then executed; for a time, their bodies were put
on display, but they were eventually buried in the very caves where they had been hiding (vv26-27).
The victory over the five kings was complete; the Canaanites were utterly defeated, and their armies
were destroyed just as it had happened to Jericho (v28).

JOSHUA’S CONQUEST OF THE LAND

In the days that followed, “Joshua and all Israel” (v29a) continued the conquest of the southern part
of the land of promise. Several of the towns and cities that had been bypassed in chasing the five kings
were attacked: these were Libnah (vv29-30), Lachish (vv31-32), Lachish’s ally, Gezer (v33), Eglon
(vv34-35), Hebron (vv36-37), and Debir (vv38-39). The LORD gave Joshua and Israel victory over
each one of these cities (vv30,32); they were destroyed, and all the inhabitants (“every person”) were
killed. This was “just as the LORD God of Israel” commanded (v40). Then Joshua and Israel returned
to Gilgal for a time of rest (v43). (It must be remembered that the Canaanites were extremely wicked
people; see [Deut 9:4-6]; they needed to be eradicated so their wickedness would not influence Israel
[see Deut 20:16-18].) The LORD hardened the hearts of the Canaanites so that instead of seeking
peace, they would come out to battle so that they would be destroyed (see Josh 11:20).

The news of Joshua’s victories in the south spread to the north, so Jabin, the king of Hazor (a city north
of the Sea of Galilee), gathered a coalition of kings in his region (11:1-3); these kings came from the
region around the Sea of Galilee, and as far west as the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. They joined
forces and gathered a large army (“a great horde”) near a city called Merom and brought “very many
horses and chariots” (v4). The LORD encouraged Joshua: “Do not be afraid of them,” and promised
Joshua victory and gave him some battle instructions (v6). Joshua “struck” the armies at Merom;
when they began to run away, he “chased them” all the way to the Mediterranean coast (“Great Sidon,”
vv7-8). Afterward, Joshua returned to capture Hazor and the other cities of the northern kings
(vv10-12). Hazor was burned (v11b,13b), but Israel was allowed to keep the plunder of the other
cities (v14). Joshua did “just as the LORD had commanded” (v15) and “took all that land”—the
land of promise (vv16-17). He defeated all the wicked Canaanite cities and their kings (vv18-19;
see 12:1-24). There were still a few places where the Canaanites were not yet totally defeated
(see 13:1-6; 15:63), but the land as a whole was conquered and (for a time) under the control of Israel.
The land of promise now belonged to the nation “according to all that the LORD has spoken to
Moses” (see Exod 23:31; Num 34:1-12). It was now time to prescribe allotments of the land for each
tribe (see Josh 13:8-19:51).

LESSON SUMMARY

Joshua 10:1-13:7 recounts Israel’s defense of Gibeon against five Amorite kings, prompted by
the covenant with the Gibeonites. Joshua’s swift attack was aided by divine hailstones and a
miraculous extension of daylight, securing victory. The five kings were captured and executed.
Joshua conquered southern and northern Canaanite cities, including Hazor, fulfilling God’s promise
to give Israel the land.
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Personal Preparation

The following section is provided for you to use as a devotional. This will help you prepare for your upcoming
Generations of Grace lesson time. Check off your progress as_you go.

]
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PRAY for wisdom to understand what you are about to read and to effectively teach the lesson.
REVIEW last week’s lesson and the central truth.
IDENTIFY this week’s central truth along with the transition, key texts, and key verse(s) from this lesson’s title page.

READ this week’s key texts from Scripture and choose which passages you want to read aloud to the children during
your lesson time. Record on the right hand page under READ.

STUDY the commentary and identify the italicized sentences to summarize the lesson and central truth below.

SUMMARIZE your notes from above into the LESSON OUTLINE on the right hand page. Add any additional questions
that you want to reference while teaching your lesson (one question provided per point).

PREPARE your activity, craft, or coloring page for this week’s lesson by visiting our website’s
additional resources page. Select the introduction, illustration, or application that you would
like to use in your classroom along with any visual aid you may decide to use while teaching.

PLAN your music time by choosing songs that pertain to this week’s narrative theme.

Check the additional resources on our website for recommendations. Additional
Resources
RE-WRITE this week’s spotlight on the gospel in your own words on the teaching outline gracecurriculum.org

under CONCLUDE on the right hand page.

PRAY about how you can apply this lesson to your life and that you would communicate the
central truth and spotlight on the gospel clearly in your lesson.
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Teaching Outline

This section is designed to be used as a clean copy of your notes for teaching the lesson. Follow the
teaching outline below as a step-by-step guide during your Sunday School lesson.

[ ] PRAY with your class that the children would understand the central truth and gospel message,
and that you would teach the children effectively.

[] REVIEW last week’s lesson and the central truth to begin your lesson.

[ ] INTRODUCE this week’s lesson and the central truth using the selected introduction, illustration,
or application from our additional resources page.

[ ] READ the key texts from Scripture you selected that connect to the central truth.

[] TEACH your class using your summarized notes and questions from the LESSON OUTLINE. The
points provided are the main headers from the commentary. Use the visual aid you selected and
always connect your lesson back to the central truth.

1. BATTLE AGAINST THE FIVE AMORITE KINGS (JOSHUA 10:1-11)

e What were the names of the five kings?

2. JOSHUA PRAYED FOR TOTAL VICTORY (JOSHUA 10:12-28)

o What miracles did the LORD perform to allow Israel to be victorious?

LESSON OUTLINE

3. JOSHUA’S CONQUEST OF THE LAND (JOSHUA 10:29-13:7)

o Which part of the promised land was conquered first?

[] CONCLUDE this week’s lesson with the spotlight on the gospel and tie it into the central truth and
the lesson you just taught.

[] PRAY for the children hearing this lesson that they would be saved and follow the LORD.
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