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GENERATIONS OF GRACE

Lesson Overview aeacer

TRANSITION  Lesson 34 detailed Joshua’s victories over Canaanite cities and the nation’s
securing of the promised land. Lesson 35 confirms the fulfillment of God’s
promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as Israel conquers the land. Joshua’s final
warnings and covenant renewal urge Israel to fear and serve the LORD alone.

CENTRALTRUTH  God’s faithful promises demand covenant obedience.
KEY TEXTS  Joshua 20:1-24:33

SPOTLIGHT ON Every promise God made to Israel about the promised land will come true—not
THE GOSPEL  one will fail. God promised to send a Savior who would crush sin and save His
people. Jesus kept that oath perfectly and died for our sins and rose victorious.

Family Devotional earenn

This section explains what the Family Devotional covers for parents to use with
their children each day of the week. Each devotional reinforces the lesson taught
in Sunday School.

DAILY DEVOTIONS  Day1 Final Days of Joshua (Sunday School review)
Joshua 20:1-24:33

Day2 The Cities of Refuge
Joshua 20:1-9

Day3 The Cities for the Levites
Joshua 21:1-45

Day4 The Misunderstood Altar
Joshua 22:1-34

Day 5 Joshua’s Last Address to the Nation
Joshua 23:1-16

Day 6 Joshua Recalls the Nation’s History
Joshua 24:1-13

Day 7 Joshua’s Charge to the Nation and His Death
Joshua 24:14-33

LAST WEEK NEXT WEEK

Lesson 36
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LESSON @ TEACHER BOOK

NOTE: Do not read this
commentary aloud to the
children. The commentary
is designed to help educate
and prepare the teacher for
the lesson. The teacher’s
goal in studying the
commentary is to better
understand the lesson.

Final Days of Joshua

THE PROMISE TO THE FATHERS FULFILLED

The whole land was conquered and essentially belonged to Israel (Josh 11:23a), the
boundary of each tribe’s land was determined, and each tribe of Israel was dispersed
to its allotment (see 13:8-19:48). The allotments to Caleb (14:6-15) and Joshua
(19:49-51) were made, and certain cities were apportioned as cities of refuge and to
the Levites (20:1-21:42). The entire land of promise now belonged to the nation
of Israel; this fulfilled the LORD’s promise to “their fathers” (Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob; v43). “Not one word of all the good promises that the LORD had made to
the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass” (v45). The nation had rest from their
warfare (v44).

THE MISUNDERSTOOD ALTAR

Since the entire land of the promise west of the Jordan River was under Israel’s control,
Joshua spoke to the three tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
which had claimed territory on the eastern side of the Jordan (see Numbers 32; Josh
4:12). These tribes had promised to fight alongside the others until all the land was
conquered and they had kept that promise. Joshua commended them: “You have not
forsaken your brothers...but have been careful to keep the charge of the LORD your
God” (22:3). Now that the fighting was over, Joshua sent these tribes to their own
lands (vv4,9). He charged them to keep the LORD’s commandments (v5), blessed
them (v6), and gave them some of the spoil of the land (vv7-8).

Just before they crossed the Jordan River, the three tribes built a large altar (v10). The
other tribes were offended because it was built on land that had not been given to the
western tribes (vv11-12). Even worse, it seemed to the western tribes that this altar
was meant to be some alternative form of religion—an offense and rebellion against
the LORD (vv15-19b). The western tribes (represented by Phinehas, the priest, see
Num 25:7) confronted the three tribes (Josh 22:13); he reminded them that previously
such a rebellion by a few had caused grief for the whole nation (vv17-18,20). The tribes
of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh responded that building this altar was
not an act of rebellion and agreed that such an act of rebellion would deserve to be
punished by the LORD (vv22-23). They explained that this altar was “not for burnt
offerings, nor for sacrifice” (vv26,29) or any alternative form of worship. Rather, it
was intended to be a reminder to the western tribes that they had fellow Israelites on
the eastern side of the Jordan River. The three tribes were concerned that someday
the other tribes would say that the eastern tribes “have no portion in the LORD”
(v27c). Thus, this altar was to be “a witness” (vv27a,34) of mutual fidelity with
the whole nation. Phinehas and the other leaders were pleased with this explanation
(vv30-31); they reported it to the other tribes, and “the report was good in the eyes
of the people of Israel” (vv32-33a), and a civil war between the tribes was averted
(vv33b-34).

JOSHUA’S LAST WORDS TO THE NATION

After the nation enjoyed many years of “rest” from warfare (23:1a; see 21:44), the
elderly Joshua (23:1b,2b) summoned the leaders of “all Israel” (v2a) to give them a
solemn admonition. He reminded them that the LORD had “fought for” them and
defeated “all the nations” of the land (v3). Joshua noted that some remnants of the
Canaanite nations remained, but promised they would “push them back” and “drive
themout”; the nation would possess the land “just as the LORD your God promised you”
(vv4-5). However, Joshua informed them that this promise made several demands on
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them: they were to “do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses” (v6a); they were not to turn
aside “to the right hand nor to the left” (v6b). But instead, they were to “cling to the LORD your God”
as they had done during the conquest (v8); they were to “Be very careful...to love the LORD your God”
(v11). Also, they were to “not mix” with the nations (v7a), nor intermarry with them (v12) because
thatwould be “asnare and a trap” that would trouble them (vv12-13a) and the result would be that they
would “perish from off this ground” (v13b, taken out of the land). Furthermore, they were not to serve
the gods of those nations—they were not to worship them (“make mention of the names”) nor “swear
by them” (v7b). Joshua reminded them that the LORD had fulfilled His promise of “good things”
(vv14-15a); he warned them that to “transgress the covenant” (vi6a) by serving other gods (v16b)
would bring “evil things” upon them (v15b) and they would be removed from the land (vv15c,16c¢).

In a final meeting, Joshua established a formal covenant between the people and the LORD (24:1,25;
see 8:30-36). Following the pattern of formal covenants of the day, Joshua first rehearsed the history
of the relationship of the LORD and His people: it began with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (24:2-4),
it took a dramatic turn when the LORD led the nation out of Egypt through the Red Sea (vv5-7a), it
endured during the years of wandering in the wilderness (v7b—only briefly mentioned). The people
had been led by the LORD to “the other side of the Jordan” (v8a), where they overcame the opposition
of Balak and Balaam (vv8b-10). The LORD brought the nation across the Jordan River, where they
defeated all the Canaanite nations in the land (v11). Joshua reminded them that this victory was not
by the nation’s power but by the LORD’s (v12); it was He who gave them the cities to live in and the
established farms to eat from (v13).

Joshua called the nation to “fear...and serve” the LORD, not other gods (v14). He challenged them
to “choose this day whom you will serve” (visa); he declared his own commitment: “as for me
and my house, we will serve the LORD” (v15b). The people confirmed the LORD had shown favor to
them throughout their history (vv16-18a); they declared “we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God” (v18b). Joshua challenged them to think carefully in making this confident declaration because
the LORD “is a holy God,” and “a jealous God,” who would chastise them severely if they failed in
their devotion (vv19-20); but the people reiterated their declaration (v21). Joshua made a final appeal
to them to be faithful (vv22-23); they again affirmed their commitment to obey the LORD (v24).
With this, Joshua confirmed the covenant by writing “these words in the Book of the Law of God”
(vv25-26a) and by placing a memorial stone as a witness to their declaration and commitment
(vv6b-28). In the final paragraph of the book, the narrator made note of three burials. Joshua had
served Israel faithfully and lived to be 110 years old; he was buried in “his own inheritance” in the land
(vv29-31). The bones of Joseph, which had been carried from Egypt (see Gen 50:25; Exod 13:19),
were buried in the “piece of ground that Jacob bought” (Josh 24:32; see Gen 33:19), so that Joseph’s
bones were laid to rest in the land of promise. Also, Eleazar, the son of Aaron died and Eleazar was
buried in Gibeah—the town given to his son Phinehas (Josh 24:33). Burials in the land of promise
(see Gen 23:17-20; 25:7-10; 49:29-32; 50:5,12-14) were an expression of faith in the LORD’s promise
that the nation of Israel would possess the land of promise forever (see Gen 17:8; “all the land of
Canaan, for an everlasting possession”). Joshua’s victorious conquest of the land meant Israel’s claim
to the land—based on God’s promises—was permanent.

LESSON SUMMARY

Joshua 21:43-24:33 confirms God’s fulfillment of His promise to give Israel the land, as each tribe
received its allotments. The eastern tribes’ memorial altar was misunderstood as a false altar to
another god, but conflict was avoided. Joshua’s final charge urged obedience to God’s Law, warning
against idolatry. Israel renewed the covenant, and burials of Joshua, Joseph, and Eleazar affirmed
their faith in God’s everlasting promise.
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Personal Preparation

The following section is provided for you to use as a devotional. This will help you prepare for your upcoming
Generations of Grace lesson time. Check off your progress as_you go.

]

O O g d

PRAY for wisdom to understand what you are about to read and to effectively teach the lesson.
REVIEW last week’s lesson and the central truth.
IDENTIFY this week’s central truth along with the transition, key texts, and key verse(s) from this lesson’s title page.

READ this week’s key texts from Scripture and choose which passages you want to read aloud to the children during
your lesson time. Record on the right hand page under READ.

STUDY the commentary and identify the italicized sentences to summarize the lesson and central truth below.

SUMMARIZE your notes from above into the LESSON OUTLINE on the right hand page. Add any additional questions
that you want to reference while teaching your lesson (one question provided per point).

PREPARE your activity, craft, or coloring page for this week’s lesson by visiting our website’s
additional resources page. Select the introduction, illustration, or application that you would
like to use in your classroom along with any visual aid you may decide to use while teaching.

PLAN your music time by choosing songs that pertain to this week’s narrative theme.

Check the additional resources on our website for recommendations. Additional
Resources
RE-WRITE this week’s spotlight on the gospel in your own words on the teaching outline gracecurriculum.org

under CONCLUDE on the right hand page.

PRAY about how you can apply this lesson to your life and that you would communicate the
central truth and spotlight on the gospel clearly in your lesson.
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Teaching Outline

This section is designed to be used as a clean copy of your notes for teaching the lesson. Follow the
teaching outline below as a step-by-step guide during your Sunday School lesson.

[ ] PRAY with your class that the children would understand the central truth and gospel message,
and that you would teach the children effectively.

[] REVIEW last week’s lesson and the central truth to begin your lesson.

[ ] INTRODUCE this week’s lesson and the central truth using the selected introduction, illustration,
or application from our additional resources page.

[ ] READ the key texts from Scripture you selected that connect to the central truth.

[] TEACH your class using your summarized notes and questions from the LESSON OUTLINE. The
points provided are the main headers from the commentary. Use the visual aid you selected and
always connect your lesson back to the central truth.

1. THE PROMISE TO THE FATHERS FULFILLED (JOSHUA 21:43-45)

e Who are the patriarchs of Israel?

2. THE MISUNDERSTOOD ALTAR (JOSHUA 22:1-34)

o What was the altar meant to represent?

LESSON OUTLINE

3. JOSHUA’S LAST WORDS TO THE NATION (JOSHUA 23:1-24:27)

o How old was Joshua when he died?

[] CONCLUDE this week’s lesson with the spotlight on the gospel and tie it into the central truth and
the lesson you just taught.

[] PRAY for the children hearing this lesson that they would be saved and follow the LORD.
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