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SPOTLIGHT ON  
THE GOSPEL

  Lesson Overview (TEACHER)

 TRANSITI0N Lesson 35 confirmed the fulfillment of God’s land promise to Israel and describes 
Joshua’s call for covenant obedience. Lesson 36 shi!ts to the time a!ter Joshua 
died, and there was no clear leader of Israel. Judah’s early victories, Israel’s 
incomplete conquest, and apostasy led to God’s chastisement and the beginning 
of the cyclical pattern of judges.

 CENTRAL TRUTH Disobedience leads to chastisement and the testing of faith.

 KEY TEXTS Judges 1:1–3:9

  Israel’s repeated disobedience le!t them surrounded by thorns and snares they 
could never remove. We are the same—trapped by sin, we cannot escape on our 
own. But Jesus came to save us, wore the crown of thorns, and died to save all 
who would believe in Him. 

  Family Devotional (PARENT)

  This section explains what the Family Devotional covers for parents to use with 
their children each day of the week. Each devotional reinforces the lesson taught 
in Sunday School.

 DAILY DEVOTIONS Day 1 Incomplete Conquests (Sunday School review) 
Judges 1:1–3:9

  Day 2 Judah’s Key Victories 
Judges 1:1–10 

  Day 3 Summary of Final Victories 
Judges 1:11–26 

  Day 4 The Tribes Fail to Drive Out the Canaanites 
Judges 1:27–36

  Day 5 Israel Is Rebuked and Joshua’s End  
Judges 2:1–10 

  Day 6 Cycle of Unfaithfulness and Chastisement 
Judges 2:11–23 

  Day 7 Israel Is Unfaithful 
Judges 3:1–9
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Incomplete Conquests
EARLY VICTORIES  
In the beginning chapters of his history, the narrator of the book of Judges did not 
tell his story in a strictly chronological manner, but told several stories centered 
around certain themes. The two themes of Judges 1:1–3:7 are Israel’s failure—
leading to an incomplete conquest and compromise—and Israel’s apostasy and 
unfaithfulness—leading to the LORD’s chastisement. The narrator noted Joshua’s 
death twice in these chapters ( Judg 1:1a; 2:6–10) because some of these events 
happened before and some a!ter his death.

The narrator of the book of Judges recorded that Joshua’s death led the people of 
Israel to ask the LORD who would lead them now (1:1b). The nation wanted a leader 
to fight their battles against the Canaanites (v1c). (Although the LORD had given 
them the whole land [see Josh 21:43] and they had “rest” from the general warfare 
[21:44; 23:1], it was expected that the individual tribes would defeat and displace the 
remaining Canaanites in their allotments of land [13:1–7]). The LORD answered that 
it would fall to the tribe of Judah to take the lead in this phase of occupying the land 
( Judg 1:2). The narrator uses the literary device of personification—speaking of a 
whole tribe as if it were one person. He does this to make the point that in this phase 
of occupying the land, there was not one national leader, but each of the tribes was to 
be responsible for its own allotment.

Judah called on the tribe of Simeon to assist in gaining control of his allotment 
(v3a), and he promised to do the same for Simeon (v3b). Judah proceeded to defeat 
the Canaanites at a place called Bezek (v4). The lord of Bezek (the literal meaning 
of “Adoni-bezek”) was captured and humiliated as he had humiliated other kings  
(vv6–7). Judah then attacked and captured Jerusalem for a time (v8; but see v21). 
Next, Judah fought against Canaanites from the “hill country” just north of Jerusalem, 
to the “Negeb” in the south, “the lowland”—called the Shephelah—between the hills 
and the coastal plain (v9). Judah then went against “Hebron,” the main city of that 
region (v10). This fighting continued to the area of “Debir” (v11); here Caleb received 
his allotment (vv12–15; see Josh 15:13–19). Judah then assisted Simeon in defeating 
the Canaanites in Simeon’s allotment, which was further west in the region of the 
Philistines ( Judg 1:17–18a). However, they were not able to defeat the “inhabitants of 
the plain” (the coastal plain) because they had “chariots of iron” (v19b).

In another region, the “house of Joseph” (the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh) “went 
up against Bethel” (v22a; Bethel was north of Jerusalem and the location where Jacob 
had met the LORD, see Gen 28:13,18; to the Canaanites, this location was called Luz, 
Judg 1:23b). The LORD (v22b) enabled these tribes to prevail over the Canaanites. 
When the scouts (“spies,” v24a) of Ephraim and Manasseh went to reconnoiter the 
city, they encountered a man coming out of the city; they o"ered to “deal kindly” with 
him (v24c) on the condition that he show them “a way into the city” (v24b). The man 
did so (v25a); when the tribes defeated the city, the man and his family were spared 
(v25b). That man escaped to “the land of the Hittites”—far north outside the land  
of promise—and there he founded a city and called it “Luz” (v26) a!ter his  
Canaanite hometown.

COMPROMISE AND CHASTISEMENT
Despite these victories, most of the tribes “did not drive out” the inhabitants from 
their allotments (vv27,29,30,31,33). Benjamin “did not drive out the Jebusites who 
lived in Jerusalem” (v21). Since the Jebusites were still living in Jerusalem at the time 
of the writing of this narrative, the book of Judges must have been written before 
David conquered and occupied that city (see 2 Sam 5:6–10; 1 Chron 11:4–9). 
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Likewise, the tribe of Manasseh “did not drive out” the inhabitants of some of the cities in its allotment 
( Judg 1:27a); however, the “Canaanites [who] persisted in dwelling in that land” (vv27b,28b) were 
later forced to become slaves (“forced labor”) for Israel (vv28a,35). Other tribes who “did not drive 
out” the Canaanite inhabitants in their allotments were Ephraim (v29), Zebulun (v30), Asher (v31), 
and Naphtali (v33). The tribe of Dan was nearly defeated by the Amorites, who “pressed the people of 
Dan back into the hill country,” so the Danites were unable to live in their allotment (v34).

For their failure to drive out the Canaanites, the LORD, in the form of “the angel of the LORD” (2:1,4; 
see Exod 3:2–6), rebuked the tribes. He reminded them that He had brought them out of Egypt and 
given His promise—His irrevocable (“I will never break”) covenant to Abraham—to give them this 
land ( Judg 2:1). He reminded them that He had also commanded them to make no covenant with 
the inhabitants and that they were to destroy the false worship of the Canaanites (“break down their 
altars,” v2). Since these tribes had not obeyed the LORD in these matters, He determined He 
would chastise them by allowing the Canaanite peoples to remain in the land to become irritants 
(“thorns in your sides”) and their gods to be “a snare” (v3). These tribes were distressed by the 
LORD’s words (vv4–5), but the LORD’s determination remained; the narrator provided a list of “the 
nations that the LORD le!t, to test Israel” (3:1–5).

THE APOSTASY OF ISRAEL AND THE CYCLE OF THE JUDGES 
Far worse than failure to drive out the Canaanites was Israel’s “evil in the sight of the LORD” (2:11a). 
The LORD reminded them that He had delivered them out of Egypt (v12b) and the gods of Egypt were 
powerless idols (see Exodus 7–12). Yet these tribes had begun to bow down and worship (v12b) the 
gods of the Canaanites (2:11a,12)—“the Baals and the Ashtaroth” (v11b,13). They had “abandoned 
the LORD” (vv12,13) and provoked Him to anger (vv12c,14a,20a). The LORD would not let this 
apostasy go unchecked; He determined to use the surrounding nations to chastise Israel for their 
apostasy. The tribes of Israel would be given over to oppressing nations who would plunder them 
(v14b), and He would thwart any attempt by the tribes to defend themselves (v15a). 

The narrator of Judges then described the pattern in the stories he was about to relate. First, because 
of their apostasy, the people of Israel would be oppressed by one or more of the Canaanite nations 
(see vv21–23). These nations were le!t to “test Israel” to see if they would learn their lesson and 
“walk in the way of the LORD” (v22)—but they consistently failed the test. Next, Israel would cry 
out to the LORD in their “terrible distress” (v15b). Then the LORD would raise up a judge who would 
deliver them “out of the hand of those who plundered them” (v16). However, the next generation 
of Israel would again turn aside from the ways of the LORD and be faithless—they would again bow 
down and worship other gods (v17). Once again, the LORD would send a nation to plunder them  
(see v14; vv20b–21), the people would cry out, and the LORD would send a judge to save them “from  
the hand of their enemies” (v18). “But when the judge died,” the people would yet again turn to  
apostasy (v19). This pattern began with the apostasy of Israel and the oppression of Cushan-
rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia, in the days of the judge Othniel (3:7–9).

LESSON SUMMARY
Judges 1:1–3:7 describes Israel’s early victories under the tribes of Judah and Simeon, capturing cities 
but failing to fully drive out Canaanites. Tribes like Benjamin and Manasseh compromised and allowed 
inhabitants to remain in the land. The Angel of the LORD rebuked Israel’s disobedience and le!t the 
Canaanites as thorns and snares to test the nation. Israel’s apostasy in worshiping Baals provoked God’s 
anger, which led to oppression. God raised judges to deliver them, but apostasy recurs, establishing a 
cycle of sin, judgment, and deliverance.
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Personal Preparation
The following section is provided for you to use as a devotional. This will help you prepare for your upcoming 
Generations of Grace lesson time. Check o! your progress as you go. 

 PRAY for wisdom to understand what you are about to read and to e!ectively teach the lesson.

 REVIEW last week’s lesson and the central truth.

 IDENTIFY this week’s central truth along with the transition, key texts, and key verse(s) from this lesson’s title page.

 READ this week’s key texts from Scripture and choose which passages you want to read aloud to the children during 
your lesson time. Record on the right hand page under READ.

 STUDY the commentary and identify the italicized sentences to summarize the lesson and central truth below. 

 SUMMARIZE your notes from above into the LESSON OUTLINE on the right hand page. Add any additional questions 
that you want to reference while teaching your lesson (one question provided per point).

       PREPARE your activity, cra"t, or coloring page for this week’s lesson by visiting our website’s  
additional resources page. Select the introduction, illustration, or application that you would  
like to use in your classroom along with any visual aid you may decide to use while teaching.

 PLAN your music time by choosing songs that pertain to this week’s narrative theme.  
Check the additional resources on our website for recommendations. 

 RE-WRITE this week’s spotlight on the gospel in your own words on the teaching outline  
under CONCLUDE on the right hand page.

 PRAY about how you can apply this lesson to your life and that you would communicate the  
central truth and spotlight on the gospel clearly in your lesson.
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1. EARLY VICTORIES (JUDGES 1:1–26)  

 •  Who led the nation a!ter Joshua died?

 
 
 
 

2. COMPROMISE AND CHASTISEMENT (JUDGES 1:21,27–2:5; 3:1–6)

 •  Why did the LORD chastise the people?

 
 
 

3. THE APOSTASY OF ISRAEL AND THE CYCLE OF THE JUDGES (JUDGES 2:11–22; 3:7)

 •  Why did the LORD give Israel judges?
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Teaching Outline
This section is designed to be used as a clean copy of your notes for teaching the lesson. Follow the 
teaching outline below as a step-by-step guide during your Sunday School lesson. 

 PRAY with your class that the children would understand the central truth and gospel message, 
and that you would teach the children e!ectively.

 REVIEW last week’s lesson and the central truth to begin your lesson. 

 INTRODUCE this week’s lesson and the central truth using the selected introduction, illustration, 
or application from our additional resources page. 

 READ the key texts from Scripture you selected that connect to the central truth.

 TEACH your class using your summarized notes and questions from the LESSON OUTLINE. The 
points provided are the main headers from the commentary. Use the visual aid you selected and 
always connect your lesson back to the central truth.  

 CONCLUDE this week’s lesson with the spotlight on the gospel and tie it into the central truth and 
the lesson you just taught.

 PRAY for the children hearing this lesson that they would be saved and follow the LORD.

LE
SS

O
N

 O
U

TL
IN

E
LE

SS
O

N
 O

U
TL

IN
E

249

GENERATIONS OF GRACE

LE
SS

O
N

 O
U

TL
IN

E
LE

SS
O

N
 O

U
TL

IN
E

Incomplete 
Conquests

 
Lesson 36


