


WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, August 30, 2026 

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my sackcloth  
and clothed me with gladness, that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent.  

O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 
Psalm 30:11-12 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

ENTERING INTO WORSHIP 

Greeting and Blessing* 

Responsive Reading* Psalm 46 (p. 802 in the Trinity Hymnal) 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and  
the mountains fall into the heart of  the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of  God,  
the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of  day. 

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 

The LORD Almighty is with us; 

the God of  Jacob is our fortress. 

Come and see the works of  the LORD, the desolations he has brought on the earth.  

He makes wars cease to the ends of  the earth;  
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. 

“Be still, and know that I am God; 

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

The LORD Almighty is with us;  

the God of  Jacob is our fortress. 

* Congregation is requested to stand, if  able.  
The pastor will read the plain text; the congregation will read the bold text.
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Hymn of Preparation*  Hymn 7 
  

From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung  
Through every land, by every tongue. 

In every land begin the song;  
To every land the strains belong. 
In cheerful sound all voices raise  

And fill the world with joyful praise. 
Eternal are your mercies, Lord;  

Eternal truth attends your word. 
Your praise shall sound from shore to shore  
Till suns shall rise and set no more. Amen. 

Congregational Confession of Sin 

Leader: Almighty God and heavenly Father, we approach your throne of  grace in sorrow and 
frustration as we consider how we have sinned against you and others. We have broken your 
laws, and we have failed to love others as you command us in your Word. Though you have 
equipped us with many gifts and graces, we did not faithfully use them for your glory.  

All: Have mercy on us, we pray, and grant us forgiveness through our Lord Jesus Christ. Help us 
to grow in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. All glory be to you, O God, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in 
unity with the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. Amen.  

    
Private Confession of Our Sins 
    
Assurance of Forgiveness Ezekiel 36:25-28 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all 
your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. 
And I will remove the heart of  stone from your flesh and give you a heart of  flesh. And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. You shall 
dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
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ADORATION AND PRAISE 

First Reading*               Esther 2:19 -3:15 

Congregational Response (Hymn of  the Month) Hymn 580 
    

Lead On, O King Eternal 

Lead on, O King eternal, 
The day of  march has come; 

Henceforth in fields of  conquest 
Thy tents shall be our home: 
Through days of  preparation 
Thy grace has made us strong, 

And now, O King eternal, 
We lift our battle song. 

Lead on, O King eternal, 
Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 

And holiness shall whisper 
The sweet amen of  peace; 

For not with swords loud clashing, 
Nor roll of  stirring drums, 

But deeds of  love and mercy, 
The heav’nly Kingdom comes. 

Lead on, O King eternal: 
We follow, not with fears; 

For gladness breaks like morning 
Where’er thy face appears; 
Thy cross is lifted o’er us; 

We journey in its light: 
The crown awaits the conquest; 

Lead on, O God of  might. Amen.
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Confession of Faith The Nicene Creed (p. 846) 
 We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
  Maker of  heaven and earth, of  all things visible and invisible.  
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of  God,  
  begotten of  his Father before all worlds,  
  God of  God, Light of  Light, very God of  very God,  
  begotten, not made, being of  one substance with the Father;  
  by whom all things were made;  
  who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,  
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of  the virgin Mary, and was made man;  
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
  and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the Father;  
  and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;  
  whose kingdom shall have no end.  
 And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of  life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son;  
  who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;  
  who spoke by the prophets;  
  and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;  
  we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of  sins;  
  and we look for the resurrection of  the dead,  
  and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Stewardship ✜ 

Gloria Patri* Hymn 735 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

Lord’s Prayer*  
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 Hallowed be thy Name. 
 Thy Kingdom come.  
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

✜  Tithes and offerings may be placed in the box at the entrance to the sanctuary or given online through our church’s website.
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THE WORD AND SACRAMENT 

Second Reading*  Matthew 2:13-23 

Congregational Response (Psalm of  the Month: Psalm 22:27-30)   Hymn 368  

The Ends of All the Earth Shall Hear 

The ends of  all the earth shall hear 
And turn unto the Lord in fear; 

All kindreds of  the earth shall own 
And worship him as God alone. 
All earth to him her homage brings, 

The Lord of  lords, the King of  kings. 

For his the kingdom, his of  right, 
He rules the nations by his might; 

All earth to him her homage brings, 
The Lord of  lords, the King of  kings. 

All earth to him her homage brings, 
The Lord of  lords, the King of  kings. 

Both rich and poor, both bond and free, 
Shall worship him on bended knee, 

And children’s children shall proclaim 
The glorious honor of  his name.  
All earth to him her homage brings, 

The Lord of  lords, the King of  kings. Amen.
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Ordination of a Ruling Elder 

Pastoral Prayer 

Sermon Pastor Ben Muresan 

“Why Do the Nations Rage?” 
Esther 2:19 - 3:15 

   

GOD’S BLESSING ON HIS PEOPLE 
Hymn of Thanksgiving* Hymn 347 

The Church’s One Foundation 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is his new creation by water and the Word: 

From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of  salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth; 

One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued. 

Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of  weeping shall be the morn of  song. 

The church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend, 
To guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end; 

Though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale, 
Against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail. 

‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of  her war, 
She waits the consummation of  peace forevermore; 

Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we, 
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. Amen.
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Benediction*  
    
Congregational Benediction Response* 
  

May the peace of  God, our heav’nly Father,  
And the grace of  Christ, the risen Son,  
And the fellowship of  God, the Spirit  

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.  
And to him be praise for his glorious reign;  

From the depths of  earth to the heights of  heaven  
We declare the name of  the Lamb once slain—  

Christ eternal, the King of  kings.  
 

May this peace which passes understanding,  
And this grace which makes us what we are,  

And this fellowship of  his communion,  
Make us one in spirit and in heart. 

And to him be praise for his glorious reign;  
From the depths of  earth to the heights of  heaven  
We declare the name of  the Lamb once slain—  

Christ eternal, the King of  kings. Amen. 



SERMON NOTES 

“Why Do the Nations Rage?” 
Esther 2:19 - 3:15 

 1.  God’s perfect timing. 
   Romans 5:6 

 2.  The battle we see. 
   1 Samuel 15; Psalm 2; John 15:18-19 

 3.  The battle we don’t see. 
   Genesis 3:15; 12:3; Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 20:10, 21:3
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HOME WORSHIP GUIDE 
The daily reading schedule follows the One Year Bible Reading Plan. 

Monday, August 31 
Scripture:   Job 37:1 - 39:30; 2 Corinthians 4:13 - 5:10; Psalm 44:9-26; Proverbs 22:13 
Catechism: The Westminster Confession of  Faith: Chapter 2 
Pray for: Our federal, state, and local government leaders. 

Tuesday, September 1 
Scripture:   Job 40:1 - 42:17; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21; Psalm 45:1-17; Proverbs 22:14 
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 38 
Pray for: Our military, police, fire, and medical personnel. 

Wednesday, September 2 
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 1:1 - 3:22; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Psalm 46:1-11; Proverbs 22:15 
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 39 
Pray for: Our covenant children and Christian military chaplains. 
 The churches in the DR Congo and persecuted Christians. 

Thursday, September 3 
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 4:1 - 6:12; 2 Corinthians 6:14 - 7:7; Psalm 47:1-9; Prov. 22:16 
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 40 
Pray for: Our Elders, Deacons, Women’s Ministry, & the PCA. 

Friday, September 4 
Scripture:       Ecclesiastes 7:1 - 9:18; 2 Corinthians 7:8-16; Psalm 48:1-14; Prov. 22:17-19 
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 41 
Pray for: Our members who have ongoing health care needs. 
 The Shepherd’s Church Plant in Riverside and the Manrique Family. 

Saturday, September 5 
Scripture:    Ecclesiastes 10:1 - 12:14; 2 Cor. 8:1-15; Psalm 49:1-20; Prov. 22:20-21 
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 42 
Pray for: The preaching and for our Sunday School teachers. 

Sunday, September 6 
Scripture:    Song of  Solomon 1:1 - 4:16; 2 Cor. 8:16-24; Psalm 50:1-23; Prov. 22:22-23   
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 43 
Pray for: Our worship this morning. 

MISSIONS CORNER 
Pray for our missionaries. Their prayer requests are sent out through the Prayer Chain  

and their newsletters are published in Grace Notes as they become available. 
Ray & Michele Call in the Dominican Republic 

Dave Eby in Uganda 
Christ Bible Institute in Japan 

The Shepherd’s Church in Riverside
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LORD’S DAY DEVOTION AND QUESTIONS 

Esther 2:19 - 3:15 takes another dark turn as Haman’s opposition to God and his people comes to 
light. It is important to see that Haman’s plot was not just directed to the Jews living in Susa, the 
royal capital where Esther was living, but even to the Jews who had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild 
(because Jerusalem at this time was part of  the Persian Empire). Why would a man like Haman 
want to kill not just Mordecai who offended him but all Jews? Haman’s opposition to God and his 
people was a physical manifestation of  Satan’s warfare against Christ, the promised seed. In Genesis 
3:15, God promised that a Savior would be born. In Genesis 12:3, God further specified that the 
promised Savior would come from Abraham’s line. From that point on, Satan’s attacks were 
specifically directed against the descendants of  Abraham. Haman’s plot was one of  Satan’s many 
attempts to eradicate the line of  promise. The good news of  the Gospel is that Satan did not 
succeed. Though Satan used wicked men to crucify Christ, his death was part of  God’s plan of  
atonement and his resurrection was a demonstration of  his victory over Satan, sin, and death. 
Christ’s victory will be made visible to all when he returns on the last day to make it on earth as it is 
in heaven. 

1. Review Esther 1:1 - 2:18. What are some new things you’ve learned so far in our study of  this 
book? How has God’s sovereign providence been demonstrated so far in the story? 

2. Reflect on the first point of  the sermon outline. How is God’s perfect timing demonstrated in 
Esther 2:19 - 3:15? How does trusting the Lord, especially when it comes to his timing, 
comfort you? 

3. Reflect on the second point of  the sermon outline. Who was Haman related to and why was 
that significant? What are some of  the physical evidences of  spiritual warfare today? Read 
Ephesians 6:10-20 and note the ways that Paul teaches us to both fight and defend ourselves in 
this battle. 

4. Reflect on the third point of  the sermon outline. How does knowing about Christ’s victory 
encourage you? How can keeping it in the forefront of  your mind help you daily in your fight 
against temptation and sin? How can it help you encourage others who are struggling when 
you talk to them? 
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