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WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday, September 28, 2025

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

ENTERING INTO WORSHIP

Greeting and Blessing*
Responsive Reading* Psalm 84 (p. 814 in the Trinity Hymnal)
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty!

My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may have her young—

a place near your altar, O LORD Almighty, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage.

As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of springs;
the autumn rains also cover it with pools.

They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion.

Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty; listen to me, O God of Jacob.

Look upon our shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one.

Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor;

no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.

O Lord Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.

* Congregation is requested to stand, if able.
The pastor will read the plain text; the congregation will read the bold text.



Hymn of Preparation*

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found, he is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!

My comforter, my all in all—here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babel
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones he came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied;

For ev’ry sin on him was laid—here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay, light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;

For I am his and he is mine—bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death—this is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand;
Till he returns or calls me home—here in the pow’r of Christ I'll stand. Amen.

Congregational Confession of Sin

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Heavenly Father, we thank you for your Law which reveals your holiness and our sinfulness.

The First Commandment of your Law is, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.”

We confess that though you are the God who brought us out of slavery to Satan, sin, and
death through Jesus Christ, we have sinned against you by trusting in our own strength and
not giving you the glory and honor that you alone deserve. Forgive us and enable us to
prioritize you in our lives by worshipping you and seeking to live for your glory and praise.

Thank you for the assurance we have of forgiveness through the blood of our Savior, who
lives and reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Private Confession of Our Sins

Assurance of Forgiveness Ephesians 2:8-10

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.



ADORATION AND PRAISE
First Reading* 1 Kings 19:9-18

Congregational Response Hymn 348

Jesus, with Thy Church Abide

Jesus, with thy church abide, be her Savior, Lord, and Guide,
While on earth her faith is tried: we beseech thee, hear us.

Keep her life and doctrine pure; grant her patience to endure,
Trusting in thy promise sure: we beseech thee, hear us.

May she one in doctrine be, one in truth and charity,
Winning all to faith in thee: we beseech thee, hear us.

May she guide the poor and blind, seek the lost until she find,
And the brokenhearted bind: we beseech thee, hear us.

Save her love from growing cold, make her watchmen strong and bold,
Fence her round, thy peaceful fold: we beseech thee, hear us.

May her lamp of truth be bright, bid her bear aloft its light
Through the realms of heathen night: we beseech thee, hear us.

Arm her soldiers with the cross, brave to suffer toil or loss,
Counting earthly gain but dross: we beseech thee, hear us.

May she holy triumphs win, overthrow the hosts of sin,
Gather all the nations in: we beseech thee, hear us. Amen.



Confession of Faith The Nicene Creed (p. 840)

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lotd Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,

and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets;
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
and we look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Stewardship *

Gloria Patri*
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

Hymn 735

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

Lord’s Prayer*

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy Kingdom come.

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

* Tithes and offerings may be placed in the box at the entrance to the sanctuary or given online throngh onr church’s website.



THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
Second Reading* Hebrews 10:19-25
Congregational Response Hymn 347

The Church’s One Foundation

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is his new creation by water and the Word:

From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

The church shall never perish! Her dear Lotd to defend,
To guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end;
Though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale,
Against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail.

‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. Amen.



Pastoral Prayer

Sermon Pastor Ben Muresan

“The Church of Christ”
Revelation 7:9-10

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

GOD’S BLESSING ON HIS PEOPLE

Hymn of Thanksgiving* Hymn 358
For All the Saints

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

O may thy soldiers faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold.
Allelnia! Alleluial

The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful wartiors comes their rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Allelnial Allelnial

But lo! there breaks a yet more glotious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia! Allelnia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of peatl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen.



Benediction*
Congregational Benediction Response*

May the peace of God, our heav’nly Father,
And the grace of Christ, the risen Son,
And the fellowship of God, the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.

And to him be praise for his glorions reign;
From the depths of earth to the heights of heaven
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain—
Christ eternal, the King of kings.

May this peace which passes understanding,
And this grace which makes us what we are,
And this fellowship of his communion,
Make us one in spirit and in heart.
And to him be praise for his glorious reign;
From the depths of earth to the heights of heaven
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain—
Christ eternal, the King of kings. Amen.



SERMON NOTES

“The Church of Christ”
Revelation 7:9-10

1. Diverse but united in Christ. (Genesis 12:3; 17:4-5)

2. Small but fruitful because of Christ.

3. Opposed but secure because of Christ.






HOME WORSHIP GUIDE

The daily reading schedule follows the One Year Bible Reading Plan.
Monday, September 29
Scriptute:  Isaiah 57:15 - 59:21; Philippians 1:1-26; Psalm 71:1-24; Proverbs 24:9-10
Catechism: The Westminster Confession of Faith: Chapter 19
Pray for:  Our federal, state, and local government leaders.

Tuesday, September 30

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1 - 62:5; Philippians 1:27 - 2:18; Psalm 72:1-20; Proverbs 24:11-12
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 71

Pray for:  Our military, police, fire, and medical personnel.

Wednesday, October 1
Scripture: Isaiah 62:6 - 65:25; Philippians 2:19 - 3:3; Psalm 73:1-28; Proverbs 24:13-14
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 72
Pray for:  Our covenant children and Christian military chaplains.
The churches in Australia and persecuted Christians.

Thursday, October 2

Scripture: Isaiah 66:1-24; Philippians 3:4-21; Psalm 74:1-23; Proverbs 24:15-16
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 73

Pray for:  Our Elders, Deacons, Women’s Ministry, & the PCA.

Friday, October 3
Scripture: Jeremiah 1:1 - 2:30; Philippians 4:1-23; Psalm 75:1-10; Proverbs 24:17-20
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 74
Pray for:  Our members who have ongoing health care needs.
The Shepherd’s Church Plant in Riverside and the Manrique Family.

Saturday, October 4

Scripture: Jeremiah 2:31 - 4:18; Colossians 1:1-17; Psalm 76:1-12; Proverbs 24:21-22
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 75

Pray for:  The preaching and for our Sunday School teachers.

Sunday, October 5

Scripture:  Jeremiah 4:19 - 6:15; Colossians 1:18 - 2:7; Psalm 77:1-20; Prov. 24:23-25
Catechism: The Westminster Shorter Catechism: Q/A 76

Pray for:  Our worship this morning.

MISSIONS CORNER

Pray for our missionaries. Their prayer requests are sent out through the Prayer Chain
and their newsletters are published in Grace Notes as they become available.

Ray & Michele Call in Belize
Dave Eby in Uganda
Christ Bible Institute in Japan
The Shepherd’s Church in Riverside



LORD’S DAY DEVOTION AND QUESTIONS

The reason the church has endured for millennia and continues to grow is because of God’s power
and blessing. We know from history that the church has been rocked by scandals, false teachings,
and errors. It has been assailed from within and from without, by human enemies and by spiritual
enemies. And yet it endures and continues to grow because of God’s preservation and blessing.
Our church at Grace is but one outpost of heaven here on earth. We are united with many other
churches around the world that make up Christ’s one church on earth. Joel Beeke, in the fourth
volume of his Reformed Systematic Theology, writes:

When looking ahead to his crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus Christ announced that he
would build his church. The church is entirely his. It is founded on Christ’s identity as
revealed to the apostles. It is constructed by the Prophet, Priest, and King promised to
Israel. Thus, Christ foretold the building of the new covenant Israel. This church, in its
present administration, is different from that of the old covenant, for Israel’s priestly
theocracy rejected Christ and consequently was rejected by God. Christ accomplished
redemption through the cross and rose from the dead as the great High Priest of his
people. The exalted Son of David does not build a physical temple and gather the
assembly of Israel to it as Solomon did, but builds a spiritual temple that consists of the
assembly of his people. The demonic powers of death threaten this church but cannot
destroy it, for it belongs to the Lord of life, who conquered paradoxically through
suffering and death. In and through the church, God’s kingdom advances on earth.

1. Read Revelation 7:9-10. Why is it significant that the church is described as being diverse? How
does this connect with God’s promise to Abraham? What does this reveal about God’s
covenant faithfulness?

2. When you think about the “great multitude” described in Revelation 7:9, how does it give you
perspective on the true number of Christians in the world today? How does this encourage
you?

3. How does the heavenly perspective John sees of the church reveal Christ’s victory over the
darkness of this present age? How might you grow in your assurance by seeking to maintain
this perspective in your own life?

4. Take time to pray and thank the Lord for how he has blessed our church for the past 30 years.
Ask him to continue to watch over us and by his grace to enable us to continue in our
faithfulness.

n
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