
 SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Week of December 14, 2025 
 

Acts 16:19-40  
But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 
marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are 
Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept 
or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave 
orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into 
prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison 
and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 
and the prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 
27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill 
himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, 
for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer[e] called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before 
Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their 
wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house and set 
food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God. 35 But when it 
was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And the jailer reported these words to 
Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul 
said to them, “They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us 
into prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.” 38 The 
police reported these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman 
citizens. 39 So they came and apologized to them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city. 40 
So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia. And when they had seen the brothers, they encouraged them 
and departed. 
 

1.​ Do you agree or disagee with Ray Stedman’s quote: “Suffering is an inescapable part of the curriculum.  
You will never grow without suffering”?  Why or why not? 
 

2.​ When we are struggling and suffering, why is it not wise to start thinking, “What if I did something 
else?”; or “If I did something else this would never have happened”.  How does God’s eternal decrees 
and plans depend upon your ability to make right decisions all the time? 
 

3.​ How is an unsatisfied life connected to an unsurrendered will? What does it mean, and what does it 
look like to surrender your will to God’s? 

 

4.​ How does suffering loosen your grip upon your own will and tighten your grip upon God? 
 

5.​ As Paul and Silas endured the pain and humiliation of the Philippian jail, what do you think enabled 
them to continue to pray and sing hymns to God? 

 

6.​ How does the Gospel become more relevant and real when we are suffering? 
 

7.​ As a result of Paul and Silas’ suffering and pain, the church ended up in a much better place, with more 
freedom to worship and less fear of persecution .  Would you willingly choose personal pain for the 
benefit of God’s church?  Why or why not?   

 


