
​SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTIONS​
​Week of September 20, 2026​
​Acts 26:24-32​
​[24] And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you​
​are out of your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind.” [25] But Paul said, “I am​
​not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I am speaking true and rational words. [26] For the​
​king knows about these things, and to him I speak boldly. For I am persuaded that none of these​
​things has escaped his notice, for this has not been done in a corner. [27] King Agrippa, do you​
​believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” [28] And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time​
​would you persuade me to be a Christian?” [29] And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to​
​God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become such as I am—except for​
​these chains.” [30] Then the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and those who were sitting​
​with them. [31] And when they had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This man is doing​
​nothing to deserve death or imprisonment.” [32] And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could​
​have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”​

​1.​ ​After two years of unjust imprisonment, Paul is granted an audience before Governor Festus and​
​King Agrippa.  Rather than mount a defense and seek release from prison, Paul shares his​
​testimony and preaches the gospel of Jesus Christ.  What does this tell us about Paul’s priorities​
​and focus in life?  Why do you think Paul was like this?​

​2.​ ​Governor Festus responds to Paul’s testimony by calling him insane. Why do you think some​
​people, like Festus, believe Christians are out of their minds?  If these same people were to​
​observe how you live your life, would they think you are crazy too?  Why or why not?​

​3.​ ​Why are most people in the world indifferent to the life, miracles, teaching, resurrection and​
​ascension of Jesus Christ, yet for some, like Paul, they are willing to suffer and die for Jesus?​
​What is the main difference between these two types of people? Do you think it’s possible for​
​someone to believe half-way and exist someplace in the middle?​

​4.​ ​Although King Agrippa had a superficial understanding of his Jewish heritage, his response to Paul​
​was nonetheless dismissive.  Jesus was right when He said​​it is easier for a camel to go through​
​the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.​​Why do you think rich​
​powerful people have such a hard time believing the gospel?  Do you think affluent Christians have​
​a harder time living out the gospel? Explain.​

​5.​ ​How would you define a superficial familiarity with Christian truth and why is it so dangerous?  Do​
​you think there are people like this in the church today?  How would you identify them and how​
​would you know you’re not one of them?​

​6.​ ​Hebrews 11:1 it says, “​​Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not​
​seen.​​”  Looking at Paul’s life we see a man of strong and unshakable faith. What were the unseen​
​things Paul hoped for and was convinced were real and true?  How assured and convinced are​
​you of these things and how does your life show it?​

​7.​ ​How can we grow in our faith?​


