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MISSIONARIES:  Matt and Deborah Stanghelle
1. The Stanghelles have landed!  We landed safely in Stavanger on the 17th after a brief layover in Amsterdam. The children handled the journey like champs.  The family of our colleague, Jonas Stava, lives on the island of Karmoy, north of the city, and they have graciously allowed us to live in one of their rental properties until the church is registered and we receive our visas. Once we receive our visas we will relocate to Stavanger. 
2. Please pray for Deborah's eye.  She developed a case of iritis before leaving Minnesota, which is now improving. Please pray for full recovery.
3. We plan to begin private worship services soon with a public launch later in the year. Pray that God would continue to nurture and multiply our core group. We also have several American team members that are attempting to move to the city in the months ahead. Pray that God would open the door for them to come. Lastly, please pray for me as I layout the sermon and teaching schedule for these early days.  
4. A potential rental space for the church and office has opened up in the Hinna district of Stavanger. Hinna affords us a central location in the city very close to the NATO base and the university. Pray that God would give us great favor in getting the space, by 10:30 a.m. on Sundays as well as favorable rental rates for the two spaces. This is the only place in Hinna that would consider renting to a religious group. Please pray fervently for this need. 
5. The first parcel we received from America happened to be the first batch of our church psalters! We will use the Book of Psalms for Worship as our psalter and for hymns we will use the Trinity Hymnal. The later has yet to be ordered. Please pray that the word of Christ would dwell in us richly as we sing his glory in the Psalms.
6. We received notice on Sept. 30 that the church is officially registered. For the first time in history, there is a Presbyterian Church in Norway!  This means that we can apply for our visas much sooner than we anticipated. Please pray for the next step which will be setting up an appointment for an interview at the local police station. Pray for the opportunity to interview in the next week or two.
7.  We still have need for annual and monthly financial partners. Please join us in praying for several more individuals, families and churches to join our gospel patron’s team.















 Unreached People Group
Turkmen in Turkmenistan
[image: Turkmen]
The majority of Turkmen live in Turkmenistan, which is located in south Central Asia along the Caspian Sea. Tribal loyalties continue to have a strong influence over the people. The largest descent group is the tribe, then the clan, then the family. In 1928, the Soviet authorities launched an anti-religious campaign aimed at the complete destruction of Islam among the Turkmen. The campaign was the harshest and most violent of all anti-Islamic attacks in Central Asia. Today, despite the outward conformity to Islam, mysticism and other past religious traditions are still prevalent.

PRAY:

*That God would raise up strong, bold Turkmen believers that will preach the Gospel without fearing for their lives.
*That persecution will bring unity and stronger faith to Turkmen Christians.
*For the Lord to anoint His Word to Turkmen believers.
*For the Lord to call people who are willing to live among the Turkmen and share with them the love of Christ.
*That Christian radio broadcasts and literature will be made available to the Turkmen.
*For God to strengthen, encourage, and protect the small number of Turkmen believers.
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‘A DICTATORSHIP ALWAYS WATCHES

Turkmenistan is whally rled by tspresident,

who seeks totightly contrl every aspect of
daily e, including religious worship. While
most citizens are Musim, ths s mostly
cultural rathor than devoutly religious—the
‘government mstly seeks to buld a cult of
personalty around its president. Christian
gatherings are manitored, printing Chritian
materils i llega,and unregistered
hurches rik constant aics and il tim for
congrogants and church loaders.

PRAYER POINTS
+ The otaltarian regime in Turkmenistan s

one ofthe strictest in Central Asia. Pray
forthe leaders of Turkmenistan tobe.
humbled and to know that Jesus i Lord.

Pray for blievers who are former
Muslims. Even i the surrounding culture
s mostly culturally Musiim rather than

dovout, there s

Pray for churches that are monitored by
the government.Pray for pastors and
‘congregants to be safe and to bo able to
‘worship with one another.
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