
[image: ]


[image: ]










[image: ]


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

[image: https://mlsvc01-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/2fbbd932301/109e3c62-5b3e-41fe-a0ec-d8d159018822.jpg]Prayer Requests

MISSIONARIES:  Matt and Deborah Stanghelle
1. The Stanghelles have landed!  We landed safely in Stavanger on the 17th after a brief layover in Amsterdam. The children handled the journey like champs.  The family of our colleague, Jonas Stava, lives on the island of Karmoy, north of the city, and they have graciously allowed us to live in one of their rental properties until the church is registered and we receive our visas. Once we receive our visas we will relocate to Stavanger. 
2. Please pray for Deborah's eye.  She developed a case of iritis before leaving Minnesota, which is now improving. Please pray for full recovery.
3. We plan to begin private worship services soon with a public launch later in the year. Pray that God would continue to nurture and multiply our core group. We also have several American team members that are attempting to move to the city in the months ahead. Pray that God would open the door for them to come. Lastly, please pray for me as I layout the sermon and teaching schedule for these early days.  
4. A potential rental space for the church and office has opened up in the Hinna district of Stavanger. Hinna affords us a central location in the city very close to the NATO base and the university. Pray that God would give us great favor in getting the space, by 10:30 a.m. on Sundays as well as favorable rental rates for the two spaces. This is the only place in Hinna that would consider renting to a religious group. Please pray fervently for this need. 
5. The first parcel we received from America happened to be the first batch of our church psalters! We will use the Book of Psalms for Worship as our psalter and for hymns we will use the Trinity Hymnal. The later has yet to be ordered. Please pray that the word of Christ would dwell in us richly as we sing his glory in the Psalms.
6. We received notice on Sept. 30 that the church is officially registered. For the first time in history, there is a Presbyterian Church in Norway!  This means that we can apply for our visas much sooner than we anticipated. Please pray for the next step which will be setting up an appointment for an interview at the local police station. Pray for the opportunity to interview in the next week or two.
7.  We still have need for annual and monthly financial partners. Please join us in praying for several more individuals, families and churches to join our gospel patron’s team.















 Unreached People Group
Han Chinese, Mandarin in China
[image: Han Chinese, Mandarin]
The Han Chinese are one of the 56 official nationalities of China. They have invented numerous items throughout their long history, including paper and gunpowder. The Chinese have been most influenced by Buddhism, Daoism, and Confucianism throughout their history, but since the advent of Communism in 1949 most Chinese could be accurately described as nonreligious. Hundreds of millions of Han Chinese today have yet to hear the name of Christ. A very wide range of estimates exist for the number of Christians in China today. It is believed there are between 40 and 50 million Mandarin speaking Chinese believers in China today.

PRAY:

*For the Lord to work in the hearts of key leaders at every level of China. 
*For Christians in China to continue to grow with a vision of reaching many with the Gospel—also focusing on the practical needs.
*For the Lord to send more Christians to China with skills and experience in launching and running small businesses--being salt and light.
*Praise for the exponential growth of the church in China. The church has grown from around a million Christians in the 1950s to tens of millions today. May the Chinese church continue to grow.
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A RISE IN EVERY FACET OF PERSECUTION.

(China wants to“Sincize” every relgious
declogy n the country—mearing, to make
belefs, including Christaniy, fall nino with
their intrpretation o communism. This
meansa steady dip ofpressuro, whero the
‘goverment increases survelance, control and
resritions o balievers. I churches or pastors
are deomed to be oo outspoken o poltcal,
they can be monitored or even imprisoned.
‘Addtonaly the decisionto folow Jesus
‘comes at a igh cost forChritiansin western
China who come from ethnic roups where
Islam or Buddhism are the dominant faiths.

PRAYER POINTS

+ Pray forthe church in China, s it adusts
to constantly tightening restrictions of
reigious froedom.

+ Pray for Chiistans n ethnic minorities
‘who have followed Jesus out of Islam or
‘Buddhism. Pray they would find strength
and fellowship.

+ Pray that Chrit wil reveal Himslf to
‘government offcals who seek to control
the church.
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