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MISSIONARIES:  Matt and Deborah Stanghelle
1. The Stanghelles have landed!  We landed safely in Stavanger on the 17th after a brief layover in Amsterdam. The children handled the journey like champs.  The family of our colleague, Jonas Stava, lives on the island of Karmoy, north of the city, and they have graciously allowed us to live in one of their rental properties until the church is registered and we receive our visas. Once we receive our visas we will relocate to Stavanger. 
2. Please pray for Deborah's eye.  She developed a case of iritis before leaving Minnesota, which is now improving. Please pray for full recovery.
3. We plan to begin private worship services soon with a public launch later in the year. Pray that God would continue to nurture and multiply our core group. We also have several American team members that are attempting to move to the city in the months ahead. Pray that God would open the door for them to come. Lastly, please pray for me as I layout the sermon and teaching schedule for these early days.  
4. A potential rental space for the church and office has opened up in the Hinna district of Stavanger. Hinna affords us a central location in the city very close to the NATO base and the university. Pray that God would give us great favor in getting the space, by 10:30 a.m. on Sundays as well as favorable rental rates for the two spaces. This is the only place in Hinna that would consider renting to a religious group. Please pray fervently for this need. 
5. The first parcel we received from America happened to be the first batch of our church psalters! We will use the Book of Psalms for Worship as our psalter and for hymns we will use the Trinity Hymnal. The later has yet to be ordered. Please pray that the word of Christ would dwell in us richly as we sing his glory in the Psalms.
6. We received notice on Sept. 30 that the church is officially registered. For the first time in history, there is a Presbyterian Church in Norway!  This means that we can apply for our visas much sooner than we anticipated. Please pray for the next step which will be setting up an appointment for an interview at the local police station. Pray for the opportunity to interview in the next week or two.
7.  We still have need for annual and monthly financial partners. Please join us in praying for several more individuals, families and churches to join our gospel patron’s team.















 Unreached People Group
Tajiks in Tajikistan
[image: Tajik]
The Tajiks of Central Asia are the oldest surviving people group in that region. Their homeland, Tajikistan, is the mountainous center of Asia. Most Tajiks are mountain farmers and shepherds. More and more Tajiks have moved to the cities over the past fifty years. Most families farm during the summer period, then return to the cities for the remainder of the year. This has resulted in an unstable work force throughout the region. Tajiks are Sunni Muslims, although some Shi'ites exist. About one-tenth of the people are classified as non-religious. 

PRAY:

That Tajiks would not judge Christianity just as a "Russian religion," but see their own need for salvation.
*For an end to the persecution of believers by Muslim relatives who believe Christians betray their ancestors.
*That new churches would have the finances to register. *For God to send revival to Penjikent (the radical Muslim center) where there are no Tajik believers.
*For God to raise up long-term missionaries who will go to Tajikistan and share Christ with Tajiks.
*That the Holy Spirit will give vision for outreach and a genuine burden for the Tajiks to believers in this region.
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RESTRICTIONS AND RAIDS

I this contral Asian country,no rligous.
actiitos beyond state-run and state-
contolled institutions are allowed. Local
authorities and police moitor reliious
matings,detain belioves,raid church
meetings and confiscate elgious materisls.
Here, Christans besr the brunt of persecution
by the central goverment and from family,
riends and community. Some converts are
locked up by therfamiliesfor long periods
and beaten,and may eventually be expelied
from their communites. As a resul, converts
are ofen secret believers.

PRAYER POINTS

+ Pray with now bollevers who lve under
constant pressure to enounce ther fath
and return tolslam. Pray espacilly for
now converts who are persecuted by
thei famile.

+ Pray with church leaders who face throats
of raids and arests. Ask God o give:
them courage, wisdom and discernment
s they serve the Church.

+ Pray that governmentl pressure would
lssen and that Chiistans would be sble
to practice theie faith openly in peace.
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