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[bookmark: _nf6fbg3xrde5]Welcome
[bookmark: _suixf6bx1o2q]Call to Worship 
[bookmark: _ckpog29b1xrg]Reader 
How long O lord? How long will you hide yourself? Who will save us from the grave? Where is your steadfast love? Praise be to God! He has made a covenant with his chosen one. He has promised redemption to those who fear him. He has pledged his grace to us throughout all generations. Come, let us sing of the steadfast love of the Lord. Let us make known his faithfulness. Blessed be the Lord forever! Amen. (Based on Psalm 89)
[bookmark: _n81ltyz59mcz]Opening Prayer
[bookmark: _wc86wm81pubk]Reader
Gracious God, you are the hope and desire of all nations. Our world is shattered by injustice. Our hearts are broken with sorrow. Our souls are heavy with longing for grace and mercy. Open our ears that we may hear your promises of redemption. Open our eyes that we may see them fulfilled in Christ. Open our lips that we might speak forth your praise. Amen.
[bookmark: _7iiwsaucfqcu]Carols
[bookmark: _segpyu7p9ggl]O Come All Ye Faithful
CCLI Song # 31054 C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade 
O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant
O come ye, O come ye 
To Bethlehem
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels 
Oh come, let us adore Him
Oh come, let us adore Him
Oh come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
Sing choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens 
Of Heaven above 
Glory to God 
Glory in the highest 
Oh come, let us adore Him
Oh come, let us adore Him
Oh come, let us adore Him Christ the Lord 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee
Born this happy morning
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing 
Oh come, let us adore Him
Oh come, let us adore Him
Oh come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
Oh come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
[bookmark: _w4xtsurn9193]Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
CCLI Song # 4299967 Charles Wesley | Derek Webb | Sandra McCracken 
Come Thou long-expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find our rest in Thee 
Israel's strength and consolation 
Hope of all the saints Thou art 
Dear desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart 
Come Thou long awaited Emmanuel 
Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a Child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne 
Come Thou long awaited Emmanuel 
[bookmark: _vbdlbetsoxqr]Please Be Seated
[bookmark: _5je6sy8jcmps]Reading
[bookmark: _s5z5ocnrjoej]Genesis 3:1–6 and 13–15
[bookmark: _6h1l5ujy2m43]READER
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
[bookmark: _q8af0fgmzisb]ALL
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
[bookmark: _2l4zi7ta9lea]Please Stand
[bookmark: _ufg4iy1lpg0d]Carol
[bookmark: _hypjnzn09726]Creator of the Stars of Night
CCLI Song # 4299967 Charles Wesley | Derek Webb | Sandra McCracken 
Creator of the stars of night 
Thy people’s everlasting light
O Christ, redeemer of us all 
We pray You hear us when we call 
Come, oh come 
Come, oh come 
Come, oh come 
To us 
When this old world 
Drew on toward night 
You came
But not in splendor bright 
Not as a monarch
But the child
Of Mary virgin mother mild 
Come, oh come 
Come, oh come 
Come, oh come 
To us 
[bookmark: _9z349gmaqpg2]Please Be Seated
[bookmark: _46qm9vwv58gn]Reading
[bookmark: _ldjoiyrjvt0v]Isaiah 10:33–11:5
[bookmark: _mglyntttb5hm]READER
Behold, the Lord GOD of hosts
will lop the boughs with terrifying power;
the great in height will be hewn down, and the lofty will be brought low.
He will cut down the thickets of the forest with an axe, and Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One.
[bookmark: _udmy9ghdzik4]ALL
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
[bookmark: _7w5up0uzg8tk]Carol
[bookmark: _cpncjyene4sr]O Come O Come Emmanuel
CCLI Song # 31982 John Mason Neale | Thomas Helmore 
O come O come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
O come Thou Wisdom from on high 
And order all things far and nigh 
To us the path of knowledge show 
And cause us in her ways to go 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
O come Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind 
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease 
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
[bookmark: _52erkmlvv11a]Reading
[bookmark: _covxmbqlm4m2]Isaiah 9:2–7 
[bookmark: _kzwdrntukppc]READER
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.
You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
[bookmark: _meqzeckmd37z]ALL
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
[bookmark: _df44o1k0vimz]Please Stand
[bookmark: _h7i8l5mvv59m]Carol
[bookmark: _g6o2dlvv61gi]Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Traditional Public Domain 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
And with fear and trembling stand 
Ponder nothing earthly minded 
For with blessing is His hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth 
Our full homage to demand 
King of Kings, yet born of Mary 
As of old on earth He stood 
Lord of Lords, in human vesture 
In the body and the blood 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food 
Rank on rank the host of Heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day 
That the powers of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away 
At his feet the six-winged seraph 
Cherubim with sleepless eye 
Veil their faces to the presence 
As with ceaseless voice they cry 
Alleluia, Lord Most High 
Alleluia, Lord Most High 
[bookmark: _hsfxgpdjv7xx]What Child Is This
Traditional Public Domain 
What Child is this, who, laid to rest,
 On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary 
Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading 
Nails, spears shall pierce him through 
The word made flesh for me, for you; 
Hail, hail the word made flesh 
The babe, the son of Mary 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come, peasant, king, to own Him; 
The King of Kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him 
Raise, raise a song on high 
The virgin sings her lullaby 
Joy, joy for Christ is borne 
The babe, the son of Mary 
[bookmark: _m17wl8ezvvu0]Please Be Seated
[bookmark: _28rb4mlru820]Reading
[bookmark: _qg852ef00231]Luke 2:1–7
[bookmark: _d6m3dr9yjv76]READER
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
[bookmark: _v6a7et4a8p8a]Please Stand
[bookmark: _3sibyuq9cvhd]Carol
[bookmark: _i396oho843uk]O Holy Night
Lyrics by: Adolphe Adam 
O holy night
The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night
Of our dear Savior’s birth 
Long lay the world
In sin and error pining 
Til’ He appeared 
And the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope
The weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks
A new and glorious morn 
Fall on your knees
O hear the angel voices 
O night divine
O night when Christ was born 
O night divine
O night, O night divine 
Truly He taught us
To love one another 
His law is love
And His gospel is peace 
Chains He shall break 
For the slave is our brother 
And in His Name
All oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy
In grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us 
Praise His holy Name 
Christ is the Lord!
Oh Praise His name forever 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 
[bookmark: _jvs9w3ed4qxl]Reading
[bookmark: _ratju9sj4q43]Luke 2:8–20
[bookmark: _ij8by0pu1u82]READER
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
[bookmark: _bq1co9j6o6b5]Carol
[bookmark: _7bwu4who391i]Joy to the World
Joy to the world! 
The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing 
and heav'n and nature sing,
 and heav'n and heav'n and nature sing! 
Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods,
 rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy
 Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground;
 He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found,
 Far as, far as the curse is found. 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness,
 And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love,
 And wonders, wonders of his love 
[bookmark: _v02qeb340wpt]Please Be Seated
[bookmark: _jv3nlbs3d75s]Reading
[bookmark: _l1v8xmla98k1]Matthew 2:1–12
[bookmark: _kv6ebvyu43py]READER
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
[bookmark: _t8aix1rard8g]Please Stand
[bookmark: _9zjw353cf8tb]Carol
[bookmark: _vvp7fo779c7f]Hark The Herald Angels Sing
CCLI Song # 27738 Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With th' angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King! 
Christ, by highest Heaven adored 
Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the favored One 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see 
Hail, the incarnate deity 
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell 
[bookmark: _2g8dwhojx5f]Reading
From John 1:1–14
[bookmark: _8ihlxz5ww47i]Reader
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
[bookmark: _mtv1x8cmcerg]All
In him was life,
and the life was the light of men.
[bookmark: _lb66vzvyv70e]Reader
He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.
[bookmark: _fzgij9xopl4w]All
He came to his own,
and his own people did not receive him.
[bookmark: _ntiv2orutno3]Reader
But to all who did receive him,
who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God,
[bookmark: _qhtigxkxyoq]All
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.
[bookmark: _ld6jj5y4mpzz]Carol
[bookmark: _rh3k4aycdy4b]Hallelujah! Christ is Coming
John 1:1–14 Written by Nelson Koscheski (BMI), Ryan Flanigan (BMI), Marty Reardon (ASCAP); © 2019 Common Hymnal Digital (BMI), Ryan Flanigan Music (BMI) 
The first Advent broke darkness' sway, 
Christ's birth made night as bright as day; 
When Jesus spoke the truth was known, 
When Jesus walked the way was shown, 
When Jesus died all death was slain, When Jesus rose 'twas life's refrain. 
Hallelujah! Christ is coming 
Lord, we wait for you 
Hallelujah! Christ is coming 
Lord, we wait for you 
We wait for you 
Yet still the dark with light contends: 
Until the Lord Most High descends 
His people bear their cross of pain, 
His people from the world abstain, 
His people thirst for wisdom still, 
His people seek his kingdom's will 
Hallelujah! Christ is coming 
Lord, we wait for you 
Hallelujah! Christ is coming 
Lord, we wait for you 
We wait for you 
He will return to end the fight, 
To banish all the powers of night; 
When Christ returns our hope is sealed, 
When Christ returns the world is healed, 
When Christ returns he is the prize, 
When Christ returns the dead will rise. 
Hallelujah! Christ is coming 
Lord, we wait for you 
Hallelujah! Christ is coming 
Lord, we wait for you 
We wait for you 
[bookmark: _ulqzolnmxams]Please Be Seated
[bookmark: _yfu07g559t5p]Reading
[bookmark: _wo838oupu8w7]Luke 1:68 and 77–79
[bookmark: _xcbcjm9bjj9l]Reader
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
[bookmark: _gxp4g8fnhhy7]All
to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins,
[bookmark: _4u8romx79w3x]Reader
because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
[bookmark: _cjw4ey1if4c2]All
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
[bookmark: _pza909y3joow]Please Stand
[bookmark: _at9soqwte8er]Carol
[bookmark: _cbxbz072lv1j]Procession outside for lighting of candles.
[bookmark: _d7la0dohhezt]Silent Night
Public Domain 
Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, 
so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories streams from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing: "Alleluia." 
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born. 
Silent night! Holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace. 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born. 
[bookmark: _an4elhi5bcvy]Reading
[bookmark: _n8zcin43edhr]Revelation 21:3 and 22:16–17
[bookmark: _20km89wudjsx]Reader
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
[bookmark: _5sb2tp56paf7]Carol
[bookmark: _ihitry83ha3m]Joy to the Word
Lyrics by: Isaac Watts 
Joy to the world!
The Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and heav'n and nature sing! 
Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods,
rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love 
[bookmark: _dqe3tatqmnat]Benediction
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