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75th Stated Meeting of Houston Metro Presbytery
Monday, November 13, 2023 at 4:00 PM
Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA), 1201 Silber Rd, Houston, TX 77055

(713) 892-5464

Call to Order and Agenda

Worship Service Axel Sotelo 4:00 PM
Presbytery Called to Order TE Arnoult 4:30 PM
Roll Call & Declaration of Quorum; Adoption of the TE Veiga 4:35 PM
Docket; Introductions

Report of the Stated Clerk TE Veiga 4:40 PM
Report of Treasurer RE DeBruler 4:45 PM

Reports of the Standing Committees of Houston Metro Presbytery

Administrative Committee - no report 4:50 PM
Candidates and Credentials TE Greco 4:50 PM
Reformed University Fellowship RE Haaland 5:50 PM
Mission to North America TE Wright 6:00 PM
Ministerial Relations Committee TE Bobos 6:05 PM
Nominations Committee RE Brister 6:15 PM
Mission to the World 6:35 PM
Report of Sessional Records TE Blalack 6:35 PM




Meeting wrap-up and Dismissal

Time

Old Business TBD 6:45 PM
New Business TBD 6:45 PM
Resolution of Gratitude and Closing Prayer TE Veiga 6:45 PM
Fellowship Meal 6:50 PM

Announcement of time and place of next meeting:
76th Stated Meeting of Houston Metro Presbytery

Friday, January 19, 2024 at 4:00 PM
Christ Presbyterian Church (PCA)
8300 Katy Fwy, Houston, TX 77024

(713) 526-1188




Proposed Minutes of the 73rd Stated Meeting of the
Houston Metro Presbytery
4:00 pm, Monday, March 27, 2023
Christ Presbyterian Church (PCA)
8300 Katy Fwy, Houston, TX 77024
(713) 526-1188

The Houston Metro Presbytery met for its 73rd Stated Meeting at 4:10 PM at Christ Presbyterian
Church (PCA) in Houston, Texas.

The moderator, TE Blake Arnoult, excused himself from leading today. TE Clay Holland led in
a time of joint prayer for the families of the shooting victims at Covenant Presbyterian Church and
School in Nashville, TN. Presbytery enjoyed a worship service in prayer and song. Prayer was
offered for our churches and our meeting with thanksgiving. Mr. Marcelo Jakubovic exhorted
the presbytery from the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:1ff. Rev. Clay Holland served as the
presbytery convener in place of Mr. Arnoult; Mr. Holland opened the presbytery meeting at 4:29
pm with prayer.

Motion to elect TE Holland as moderator pro tempore and close nominations. M/S/C

After the moderator’s opening remarks, TE Holland introduced us to the facility and the house
rules at Christ Presbyterian Church (PCA).

ROLL CALL AND QUORUM

TE Lou Veiga, the Stated Clerk, reported that the roll had been taken and that a quorum was
present.

Churches Teaching Elders Ruling Elder

Bay Area

Christ Church (Katy) Fred Greco Daryl Brister
David King David Cias
Curt Mire

Jason Wegener

Christ Presbyterian (Hou.)  Patrick Fischl Steve Bellis
Richard Harris Travis Graham
Keith Pendergrass
Ken Wynne
Christ Presbyterian Nolan Williamson Clint Allen
(Huntsville) Sam Massey
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Christ the King

Cornerstone

Covenant/Houston

Covenant/Lufkin
Faith

Grace

Hosanna Community
Oaklawn

Providence

Redeemer Sugar Land
Reformed
Riverside

Southwest

Spring Cypress

Mission Churches:

Mission to the World:

Chaplains:

Reformed University Ministry:

Clay Holland
John Trapp
Andrés Zelaya
Blake Arnoult

Lou Veiga

Mark O’Neill

Kyle Bobos
Bradley Wright

Gerald Phillips

Seth Skogen

Kevin Arevalo
Janas Caruncho
Mark Blalack

John Rieger

Ben Duncan

Mission to North America:

Minister Laboring Out of Bounds:

Neal Wade

Ted Hess
Jeremy Thomas

Ryan Bowling
Eric Manthei

Winston Dollahon
David Van Voorhis

Erik Haaland
Danny McDaniel

Dennis Hermerding (King’s Cross), Taylor Leachman (Advent)

Brooks Harwood, Curtis Shields



Other Ministers on Roll: Jaime Jimenez, Pablo Martinez, Tim Stiemann,
Bob Schwartzbeck, Ken Thurman

Other REs present:

Other:
Under Care:

Visitors: Charles Reed, Southwest PCA; Kimmy Mota, Cornerstone; Olivia Thurman,
Advent; Joshua Valdez, Christ the King; Marcelo Jakubovic, Eric Green, Dave Garber,
Paula Rodriquez

73rd Stated Meeting of Houston Metro Presbytery
Monday, March 27, 2023 at 4:00 PM
Christ Presbyterian Church (PCA), 8300 Katy Fwy, Houston, TX 77024
(713) 526-1188

Call to Order and Agenda
Worship Service Marcelo 4:00 PM
Jakubovic

Presbytery Called to Order TE Arnoult 4:30 PM
Roll Call & Declaration of Quorum; Adoption of the TE Veiga 4:35 PM
Docket; Introductions

Report of the Stated Clerk TE Veiga 4:40 PM
Report of Treasurer RE DeBruler 4:45 PM

Reports of the Standing Committees of Houston Metro Presbytery

Administrative Committee TE Harris 4:50 PM

Candidates and Credentials TE Greco 4:55 PM




Reformed University Fellowship chairman 5:10 PM
Mission to North America TE Wright 5:20 PM
Ministerial Relations Committee TE Bobos 5:30 PM
Nominations Committee RE Brister 5:40 PM
Mission to the World TE Wegener 5:45 PM
Report of Sessional Records TE Blalack 5:55 PM
Meeting wrap-up and Dismissal Time
Old Business TBD 6:00 PM
New Business TBD 6:00 PM
Resolution of Gratitude and Closing Prayer TE Veiga 6:00 PM
Fellowship Meal CEPC 6:05 PM

Announcement of time and place of next meeting:
74th Stated Meeting of Houston Metro Presbytery
Friday, August 18, 2023 at 4:00 PM
Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA),
1201 Silber Rd, Houston, TX 77055
(713) 892-5464

WELCOME
Today’s guests and first-time visitors were introduced to our presbyters.

STATED CLERK’S REPORT




Everyone was reminded to sign the separate TE, RE, and Visitor sign-in sheets. Eric Green, an
RTS Jackson student, was introduced and welcomed.

A quorum was declared.

It was announced that if anyone is currently not receiving emails from the Stated Clerk, they are
to let him know before today’s meeting concludes.

Motion to approve today’s proposed docket as previously distributed. M/C.

1. Motion to approve the previously distributed Proposed Minutes of our January, 2023 HMP
Stated Meeting. M/C.

2. It was moved, seconded, and carried to accept the following excused absences: TE Alan
McCall, TE Todd Crusey, TE John D Wagner, TE Ron Dunton, TE Chris Yates, TE David
Wakeland, TE Juan Carlos Martinez, and TE Julian Zugg.

3. If you have any changes to the members and make-up of your church’s Session, or to your
Session’s clerk position, or to any ministerial position (e.g., Assistant Pastor to Associate Pastor),
please send these changes to your HMP Stated Clerk.

4. Heads of Presbytery committees are kindly reminded to send the Stated Clerk a soft copy of
their report in Word format (.doc) and to include any motions carried forward from their
committee.

5. The future HMP meeting dates and locations were announced as information:

Friday, August 18, 2023 — Christ the King, PCA

Monday, November 13, 2023 — Christ the King, PCA
Friday, January 19, 2024 — Christ Presbyterian Church, PCA
Monday, April 8, 2024 — Christ Presbyterian Church, PCA

6. In the hope of improving communications with your Stated Clerk on important matters, please
follow up your email correspondence with a text message.

7. Invitation to this weekend’s Evangelism Conference at Covenant PCA (Houston). TE Tim
McKeown (PCA) and TE Brad Peppo (OPC) will be our teachers. The conference begins with a
catered BBQ dinner at 6:00 p.m. on Friday. The conference will conclude with an outreach event
to the Final Four on Saturday afternoon. See the March HMP White Book for the conference
schedule and lecture topics.

TE Veiga concluded this report.

The Stated Clerk’s Report was received as a whole.



TREASURER’S REPORT

RE David DeBruler, the Treasurer, reported. Mr. DeBruler distributed his written report, see
Attachment A.

The report was received and closed in prayer by TE Arnoult.

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

TE Richard Harris, the Chair of this Committee, had no report.

CANDIDATES AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

TE Fred Greco, the Chair of this Committee, gave his committee’s report at this time.

Motions: to arrest the exams. M/P.

Marcelo Jakubovic (Christ Presbyterian Church, PCA, Houston)

1.

Mr. Jakubovic has the endorsement of the Session of Christ Presbyterian Church,
Houston, of which he has been a member for more than six months.

Approve the examination of Mr. Marcelo Jakubovic in Christian Experience,
including motives for seeking the ministry. M/P.

Enroll Marcelo Jakubovic as a candidate for the gospel ministry in Houston Metro
Presbytery (per BCO 18-7). M/P.

The questions in BCO 18-3 were asked by the Moderator and Mr. Jakubovic
responded in the affirmative.

Assign TE Richard Harris as a mentor to Marcelo Jakubovic. M/P.

Julio Rodriguez (Christ Presbyterian Church, PCA, Houston)

1.

Mr. Rodriguez has the endorsement of the Session of Christ Presbyterian Church,
Houston, of which he has been a member for more than six months.

Approve the examination of Mr. Julio Rodriguez in Christian Experience, including
motives for seeking the ministry. M/P.

Enroll Julio Rodriguez as a candidate for the gospel ministry in Houston Metro
Presbytery (per BCO 18-7). M/P.

The questions in BCO 18-3 were asked by the Moderator and Mr. Rodriguez
responded in the affirmative.

Assign TE Richard Harris as a mentor to Julio Rodriguez M/P.
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Joe Congdon (MTW Japan)
1. TE Joe Congdon, MTW Missionary in Japan, be appointed to the work of an
evangelist for a period of 12 months, renewable at the April 2024 Stated Meeting of
Houston Metro Presbytery (and at each April meeting thereafter). Such appointment
will commission TE Congdon to preach the Word, to administer the Sacraments, to
receive and dismiss members of mission churches, and to train potential officers.
(BCO 8-6). M/P.
TE Greco concluded his report and closed in prayer.
REFORMED UNIVERSITY MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
RE Eric Haaland, the Chair of this committee, opened in prayer and gave a report.
Reports from a couple of our RUM campus ministers were heard.
TE Curtis Shields, RUM minister at Rice University, gave his report.
TE Brooks Harwood at the University of Houston RUM gave his report.
Prayer was offered for RUM. This concludes the report.
MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA COMMITTEE
TE Brad Wright, the Chairman of this committee, reported.

Mr. Paul Joiner, with Metanoia Prison Ministries, spoke about the MPM correspondence
ministry.

TE Taylor Leachman reported on Advent mission church (PCA). Mr. Leachman asks for
prayer for the Medical Center ministries.

The committee’s report was closed with prayer.
MINISTERIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
TE Kyle Bobos, the Chair of this Committee, gave his report, opening with prayer.
Two motions:
1. Kevin Arevalo, called as an Associate Pastor. To change from Assistant Pastor to Associate
Pastor. Minutes of the congregational meeting of Redeemer Sugar Land approving the call
were submitted. M/P.

2. Redeemer Presbyterian Church presented the call to Kevin Arevalo. TE Arevalo accepted the
call.



3. Appoint a commission of Houston Metro Presbytery, composed of at least TEs Janas
Caruncho and Jaime Jimenez and Res David Fish and Michael Kuo to install TE Kevin
Arevalo.

4. Prayer was offered by TE Bobos for this committee.

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
RE Daryl Brister gave this committee’s report. Committee met over Zoom two weeks ago.
We will vote for the PCA General Assembly committees and positions. Please see Attachment B.
RE Dave Cias prayed for our commissioners and for the General Assembly in June.
MISSION TO THE WORLD COMMITTEE

TE Jason Wegener, the Chair of this Committee, gave his report. Reported on TE Todd
Crusey’s work in London. Mr. Crusey may stay in England longer to serve in a local church
upon the pastor’s illness. Mr. Wegener also reported about a reformed seminary in Merida,
Yucatan, Mexico, which has been recommended to our presbytery.

REVIEW OF SESSION RECORDS COMMITTEE
TE Mark Blalack, the Chair of this Committee, gave his written report.
Mark reminded the session clerks of the RSR Checklist for filing their minutes.
Mr. Blalack moved the following items:

1. 2022 Minutes Without Exceptions: Christ the King, Cornerstone, Kings Cross, Reformed,
Spring Cypress.

2. 2022 Minutes With Exceptions of Form Only: Christ, Covenant (Houston).

3. 2022 Minutes with Exceptions of Substance: Bay Area, Christ Church (Katy), Covenant
(Lufkin), Faith Community Church, Hosanna, Oaklawn, Providence, Redeemer (Sugar Land),
Riverside, Southwest.

4. Approve Response to 2021, including Exceptions of Substance: Covenant (Lufkin), Faith
Community Church, Grace (Woodlands), Hosanna, Providence, Southwest.

5. Unsatisfactory or No Response to 2021 plus Exceptions of Substance: Covenant (Lufkin),
Faith Community Church, Grace (Woodlands), Hosanna, Providence, Southwest.

6. That this report be moved as a whole.

It was requested that items 3 and 5 be removed from the omnibus motion.
The revised omnibus motion was M/S/P.

Move: postpone items 3 and 5 until the August Presbytery meeting. M/S/P
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Prayer was offered for this committee by TE Curt Mire.

OLD BUSINESS
No old business was conducted.

NEW BUSINESS
No report was given at this time.

RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE and CLOSING PRAYER

TE Blake Arnoult gave the resolution of thanks and closing prayer. We extend our thanks to TE
Richard Harris, his Administrative Staff, the Session, and the congregation of Christ
Presbyterian Church (PCA) for hosting this 73rd Stated Meeting of HMP.

Announcement of time and place of next meeting:
74th Stated Meeting of Houston Metro Presbytery
Friday, August 18, 2023 at 4:00 PM
Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA),
1201 Silber Rd, Houston, TX 77055
(713) 892-5464

Motion was made to adjourn at 6:22 pm. M/S/C. Closing prayer with thanksgiving to God was
offered by TE Clay Holland.

Submitted in good faith,

TE Lou Veiga,
Stated Clerk of Houston Metro Presbytery

March 27, 2023

11

11



Proposed Minutes of the 74th Stated Meeting of the
Houston Metro Presbytery
4:00 pm, Friday, August 18, 2023
Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA)
1201 Silber Rd, Houston, TX 77055
(713) 892-5464

The Houston Metro Presbytery met for its 74th Stated Meeting at 4:08 PM at Christ the King
Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Houston, Texas.

The moderator, TE Blake Arnoult, called the presbytery to order and opened in prayer.

Presbytery enjoyed a worship service. RUF Pastor TE Brooks Harwood preached from Mark
4:26ff, “The Parable of the Growing Seed. “

Presbytery resumed at 4:38 pm.

After the moderator’s opening remarks, TE Arnoult introduced us to the facility and the house
rules at Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA).

ROLL CALL AND QUORUM
TE Lou Veiga, the Stated Clerk, reported that the roll had been taken and that a quorum was
present.
Churches Teaching Elders Ruling Elder
Bay Area
Christ Church (Katy) Fred Greco Mark Becker
David King David Cias
Jason Wegener
Christ Presbyterian (Hou.)  Richard Harris Travis Graham
Juan Carlos Martinez Keith Pendergrass
Ken Wynne
Christ Presbyterian Nolan Williamson Clint Allen
(Huntsville) Sam Massey
Christ the King Clay Holland Ronny Cuenod
John Trapp
Andrés Zelaya
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Cornerstone

Covenant/Houston

Covenant/Lufkin

Faith

Grace

Hosanna Community

Oaklawn

Providence

Redeemer Sugar Land

Reformed

Riverside

Southwest

Spring Cypress

Mission Churches:

Blake Arnoult

Lou Veiga

Mark O’Neill

Kyle Bobos

Alan McCall
Seth Skogen

Kevin Arevalo
Janas Caruncho
Mark Blalack

John Rieger

Taylor Leachman (Advent)

Neal Wade 111

Andy Edwards
Wayne Slaikeu

Andy Yung

Ryan Bowling
Chuck Heare

Eric Manthei
Winston Dollahon
David Van Voorhis

Erik Haaland
Danny McDaniel

Mission to the World: Brenda Carter/Taiwan; Elizabeth Murray/Japan

Chaplains:

Reformed University Ministry:  Richard Harwood, Curtis Shields

Mission to North America:
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Minister Laboring Out of Bounds:

Other Ministers on Roll: Jaime Jimenez, Ken Thurman, Julian Zugg

Other RE’s present:

Other:
Under Care:

Visitors: Cody Dick, Advent; D. Charles Parks, King’s Cross; Suzan Becker, Daryl Bris-
ter, CCK; Dave DeBruler, Dave Garber, Axel Sotel, Marcelo Jakubovic, Ammi Tan,
Chris Williams, Greg & Beth Gleason, James McKissick, Jason Walker, Christ Presby-
terian; Duncan Rankin, Blue Ridge Presbyterian, PCA; Alan Charnock, Redeemer-NYC;
Kimmy Mota, RUF

74th Stated Meeting of Houston Metro Presbytery
Friday, August 18, 2023 at 4:00 PM
Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA)
1201 Silber Rd, Houston, TX 77055
(713) 892-5464

Worship Service 4:00 PM
Presbytery Called to Order TE Arnoult 4:30 PM
Roll Call; Declaration of Quorum; Adoption of
the Docket; Introductions

TE Veiga 4:35 PM
Report of the Stated Clerk TE Veiga 4:40 PM
Report of Treasurer RE DeBruler 4:45 PM

Reports of the Standing Committees of Houston Metro Presbytery

Administrative Committee - no report TE Harris 4:50 PM
Candidates and Credentials - no report TE Greco 4:50 PM
Reformed University Fellowship RE Haaland 4:50 PM
Mission to North America - no report TE Wright 5 PM
Ministerial Relations Committee - TE Bobos 5 PM
Nominations Committee RE - Brister 5:15 PM
Mission to the World -TE Wegener 5:25 PM
Report of Sessional Records - TE Blalack 5:35 PM

Meeting Wrap-up and Dismissal Time
Old Business TBD 5:40 PM
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New Business TBD 5:40 PM
Resolution of Gratitude and Closing Prayer TE Veiga 5:40 PM
Fellowship Meal 6:00 PM

Announcement of time and place of next meeting:
75th Stated Meeting of Houston Metro Presbytery
Monday, November 13, 2023 at 4:00 PM
Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA),
1201 Silber Rd, Houston, TX 77055
(713) 892-5464

WELCOME

Today’s guests and first-time visitors were introduced to our presbyters. Among these guests
were Mr. Alan Moore and RE Cody Dick. Elizabeth Murray and Brenda Carter were in attend-
ance. All of these were welcomed.

STATED CLERK’S REPORT

Everyone was reminded to sign the separate TE, RE, and Visitor sign-in sheets. Mr. Eric Green,
a RTS Jackson student, was introduced and welcomed.

A quorum was declared by the Stated Clerk.

It was announced that if anyone is currently not receiving emails from the Stated Clerk, they are
to let him know before today’s meeting concludes.

Motion to approve today’s proposed docket as previously distributed. Motion to amend the
docket to advance the Ministerial Relations Committee’s place in the docket, in order to hear
their report regarding Oaklawn, PCA. M/C.

1. Motion to postpone approving the previously distributed Proposed Minutes of our March,
2023 HMP Stated Meeting (included in your HMP White Book) until the November presby-
tery meeting. M/C.

2. It was moved, seconded, and carried to accept the following excused absences: TE Todd
Crusey, TE John D Wagner, TE David Wakeland, TE Ben Duncan, TE Pablo Martinez,
TE Tim Stiemann, TE Dennis Hermerding, TE Curt Mire, and TE Patrick Fischl. M/S/C.

3. If you have any changes to the members and make-up of your church’s Session, or to your
Session’s clerk position, or to any ministerial position (e.g., Assistant Pastor to Associate Pastor),
please send these changes to your HMP Stated Clerk.

4. Heads of Presbytery committees are kindly reminded to send the Stated Clerk a soft copy of

their report in Word format (.doc) and to include any motions carried forward from their commit-
tee.
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5. The PCA General Assembly’s Review of Presbytery Records’ report and findings regarding
Houston Metro’s filings will be reported and deliberated on at our next meeting in November.

6. In the hope of improving communications with your Stated Clerk on important matters, please
follow up your email correspondence with a text message.

7. HMP is in receipt of a complaint that has been carried to it from Mr. Lev Li after the denial of
his Complaint to the Covenant PCA Session (BCO 43-3) for the following specifications of er-
ror: The Session of Covenant Presbyterian Church, Houston, of the Presbyterian Church in
America erred in the divorce case of Lev Li.

NOTE: As pastor of Covenant, ’'m recused but wanted to bring it to your attention.

MOTION from the floor. That a BCO 15-3 Commission composed of the members of the Minis-
terial Relations Committee (TE Greco, TE Bobos, TE Arnoult, RE Joseph, RE Pine, and RE
Brink), with TE Greco to be convener, be established to adjudicate the Complaint. M/S/C.

8. The future HMP meeting dates and locations were announced as information:

e Monday, November 13, 2023 — Christ the King, PCA

e Friday, January 19, 2024 — Christ Presbyterian Church, PCA

e Monday, April 8, 2024 — Christ Presbyterian Church, PCA
TE Veiga concluded this report.

The Stated Clerk’s Report was received as a whole.

TREASURER’S REPORT

RE David DeBruler, the Treasurer, reported. Mr. DeBruler distributed his written report. See
pages 19-20 in the August HMP White Book.

The report was received and closed in prayer by Mr. DeBruler.

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
TE Richard Harris, the Chair of this Committee, had no report.

CANDIDATES AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

TE Fred Greco, the Chair of this Committee, gave no report at this time.

REFORMED UNIVERSITY MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
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RE Eric Haaland, the Chair of this committee, opened in prayer and gave a report.
Reports from a couple of our RUM campus ministers were heard.
TE Curtis Shields, RUM minister at Rice University, gave his report.

Prayer was offered by TE John Trapp for Mr. Shields and his work at Rice U with RUM. This
concludes the report.

MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA COMMITTEE
TE Brad Wright, Chairman of this committee, had no report.
Amendment to the proposed docket follows.
Report from the Commission over Oaklawn, PCA, Houston.
Reporting was TE Fred Greco. Spanish-only services on a weekly basis. Motions: TE Andres
Zelaya to recuse himself from this commission. Place TE Brad Wright on the Oakland com-
mission — because Mr. Wright has worked with the Southwest Church Planting Network.
M/S/C.
TE Greco closed this report with prayer.
MINISTERIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

TE Kyle Bobos, the Chair of this Committee, gave his report, opening with prayer.

These are the three motions that the MRC brings at this time:

*  That the call of TE Jaime Jiménez to Grace Presbyterian Church as Assistant
Pastor, dated May 24, 2023 be approved (per BCO 22-3), effective July 1,

2023. M/C.

. That a commission of Houston Metro Presbytery, composed of at least TEs Brad
Wright (convener), Kyle Bobos and Andres Zelaya and REs Mark Moore,
Brent Allmon, Jon Green, Rob McIntosh, Dan Brink and Andy Yung (BCO
15-2), be established for the purpose of installing TE Jimenez as an Assistant Pas-
tor of Grace Presbyterian Church (on date TBD). M/C.

*  That the Pastoral Relation between TE Patrick Fischl and Christ Presbyterian
Church be dissolved, effective August 16, 2023 (BCO 23-1). M/C.

Prayer was offered by TE Bobos for this committee.

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
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RE Daryl Brister gave this committee’s report.
There are two vacancies for the class of 2025 (one TE and one RE); nominations for TE Chris
Yates and RE Daryl Brister were received from the floor. Each of TE Yates and RE Brister were

elected.

The MNA Committee has one RE vacancy for the class of 2023. RE Sam Massie (Christ PCA,
Huntsville) was nominated and elected.

TE Greco prayed for our committee members.
MISSION TO THE WORLD COMMITTEE

TE Jason Wegener, the Chair of this Committee, gave a report. The committee met this after-
noon.

Funds are available for mission work upon request to this committee.

TE Todd Crusey, in London, England, has submitted his annual report. That report is available.
Ms. Elizabeth Murray gave her report concerning her outreach in Japan.

Ms. Brenda Carter gave her a report on her work in Taiwan.

TE Josh Reiger prayed for this committee and our missionaries, Elizabeth Murray (Japan) and
Brenda Carter (Taipei).

REVIEW OF SESSION RECORDS COMMITTEE
TE Mark Blalack, the Chair of this Committee, gave his report.

Minutes received since the last meeting: Advent, Grace (Woodlands)

The minutes from the following churches were previously approved as needing No Response:
Christ the King, Cornerstone, Christ, Covenant (Houston), Grace (2021), Kings Cross, Re-
formed, Spring Cypress, Redeemer (2021), Reformed.

2022 Minutes with Exceptions of Substance and 2021+ Minutes with Unsatisfactory or No Re-
sponse: Bay Area (‘22), Faith CC (‘21 & 22), Hosanna (‘21 & ’22), Oaklawn (’22), Providence
(’21 & ’22), Redeemer (‘22), Riverside (’22), Southwest (°21 & ’22).

The Committee moves the following recommendations:

18



1. 2022 Minutes with Exception of Substance (Reviewed since March 2023 Meeting): Ad-

vent, Grace.

2. 2021-22 Minutes with Satisfactory Responses (since March 2023 Meeting): Christ
Church (Katy), Covenant (Lufkin), Motion to include here Riverside. M/C.

3. That the consideration of the 2022 Minutes with Exceptions of Substance and 2021+

Minutes with Unsatisfactory or No Response be postponed to the Fall Stated Meeting of
HMP.

4.  That this report be received as a whole. M/C.

Prayer was offered for this committee by TE Mark Blalack.

OLD BUSINESS
No old business was conducted.

NEW BUSINESS
No report was given at this time.

RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE and CLOSING PRAYER

TE Lou Veiga gave the resolution of thanks and closing prayer. We extend our thanks to TE
John Trapp, his Administrative Staff, the Session, and the congregation of Christ the King Pres-
byterian Church (PCA) for hosting this 74th Stated Meeting of HMP.

Announcement of time and place of next meeting:
75th Stated Meeting of Houston Metro Presbytery
Monday, November 13, 2023 at 4:00 PM
Christ the King Presbyterian Church (PCA),
1201 Silber Rd, Houston, TX 77055
(713) 892-5464

Motion was made to adjourn at 5:44 pm. M/S/C. Closing prayer with thanksgiving to God was
offered by TE Lou Veiga.

Submitted in good faith,

TE Lou Veiga,
Stated Clerk of Houston Metro Presbytery

August 18, 2023
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Treasurer's Notes and Analysis regarding 10/31/2023 Financial Statements
1) Revenues have increased by $13.4K since the end of July.
2) Expenses have increased only by $1.5K since the end of July.
3) Therefore income has increase by $11.9K since the end of July for a positive total of $6.3K
4) The expense budget has $22.7K remaining unspent, mostly in the Committee Operations accounts
5) Cash balance in the checking account is $129.9K on 10/31/23 compared to $108.9K on 10/31/22.

6) Please submit your budget requests by 12/15/23 to dwdebruler@outlook.com

Presented by Dave DeBruler
dwdebruler@outlook.com Pagel of 4
832-472-0607 20



Motions (assuming successful examinations):
Caleb McDuffee (Under care from Grace PCA Woodlands)

1.

4.

5.

Note that Mr. McDuffee’s session (Grace PCA Woodlands) has endorsed his
candidacy (BCO 18-2).

Approve the examination of Mr. Caleb McDuffee in Christian Experience, including
his motives for seeking the ministry.

Enroll Caleb McDuffee as a candidate for the gospel ministry in Houston Metro
Presbytery (per BCO 18-7).

The questions in BCO 18-3 were asked by the Moderator and Mr. McDuffee
responded in the affirmative.

Assign TE Kyle Bobos as a mentor to Caleb McDuffee.

Brad Bailey (Under care from Christ Church PCA Katy)

1.

Note that Mr. Bailey’s session (Christ Church PCA Katy) has endorsed his candidacy
(BCO 18-2).

Approve the examination of Mr. Brad Bailey in Christian Experience, including his
motives for seeking the ministry.

Enroll Brad Bailey as a candidate for the gospel ministry in Houston Metro
Presbytery (per BCO 18-7).

The questions in BCO 18-3 were asked by the Moderator and Mr. Bailey responded
in the affirmative.

Assign TE Fred Greco as a mentor to Brad Bailey

Duncan Rankin (Transfer)

1.

@

o o

Approve the examination of TE Duncan Rankin in Christian Experience, including
motives for seeking the ministry.

Approve the examination of TE Duncan Rankin in views in Theology. TE Rankin
offered no stated differences, therefore no statement of differences is recorded.
Approve the examination of TE Duncan Rankin in views in Sacraments.

Approve the examination of TE Duncan Rankin in views in the Principles and Rules
of Government and Discipline of the PCA.

Approve the examination of TE Duncan Rankin as a whole.

Approve the call of TE Duncan Rankin to Christ Church PCA.

Appoint a Commission of Presbytery of TE Fred Greco, TE Curt Mire, TE Julian Zugg,
RE Neal Hare, RE Daryl Brister, RE Dave Cias, and RE Mark Becker, with TE Fred
Greco as convener to install TE Duncan as Assistant Pastor at Christ Church (BCO
21-5, 21-9).

That TE Duncan Rankin be received into Houston Metro Presbytery, having been
dismissed pending receipt by Blue Ridge Presbytery.
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Axel Sotelo (Licensure)

1.
2.

w

Arrest each exam portion (in turn)

Approve Axel Sotelo’s previous examination in Christian Experience (for coming
under care) as meeting the requirements of BCO 19-2a.

Approve the examination of Axel Sotelo in English Bible.

Approve the examination of Axel Sotelo in Theology. Mr Sotelo offered no stated
differences, therefore no statement of differences is recorded.

Approve the examination of Axel Sotelo in the Principles and Rules of Government
and Discipline of the PCA.

Approve Axel Sotelo’s sermon submitted to the committee as meeting the
requirements of BCO 19-2.d

That Axel Sotelo be licensed to preach within the bounds of Houston Metro
Presbytery (BCO 19-1).
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE AND CALLING EXAM
HOUSTON METRO PRESBYTERY

NAME: Caleb McDuffee
DATE OF EXAM: 10/14/2023
INSTRUCTIONS

The PCA Book of Church Order (BCO) provides for an examination in Christian experience for
candidacy, licensure, and ordination:

“The applicant shall appear before the Presbytery in person, and shall be examined by the
Presbytery on experiential religion and on his motives for seeking the ministry.” (BCO
18-3)

“The examination for licensure shall be as follows: Give a statement of his Christian
experience and inward call to preach the Gospel in written form and/or orally before the
Presbytery (at the discretion of the Presbytery).” (BCO 19-2)

“Trials for ordination shall consist of... his acquaintance with experiential religion,
especially his personal character and family management.” This exam begins the process
of fulfilling that requirement. (BCO 21-4.c(1)(a))

Email the exam back to the Chairman, Fred Greco at fred.greco@cckpca.org by

the test schedule deadline. If saving a Word file append your last name to the file.

Use the space provided to answer your questions. If you need extra space, add

lines below your answer.

This is not an open book or note exam. Outside resources are not allowed.

Please use Scripture references to support your answers.

Please do not email this examination to anyone else without explicit permission

from the chair of the Candidates and Credentials Committee.

QUESTIONS

1.

Give your Christian testimony.

I was born and raised in a Christian household that valued the gospel, and my parents
were actively involved in teaching me and raising me up to understand the gospel
message and my need for it. [ understood the Bible and believed in Jesus and relied on
His grace for the forgiveness of my sins from a very early age. | was taught that “all have
sinned and fall short of the Glory of God” (Romans 3:23), that “the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23), that “God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:8), and that “it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not
from yourselves, but it is the gift of God. Not by works, so that no one can boast”
(Ephesians 2:8-9). However, for a long time I simply viewed this as a “get out of jail
free” card. It wasn’t until high school that I started to make him Lord of my life, which
meant seeking to live in a way that was directed by him and pleasing to him. This was in
large part a change made possible by God working through my youth pastor, Matt
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Higginbotham, encouraging me and challenging me to mature in my faith. Upon
graduating high school, I began to explore the possibility of one day going into full-time
ministry. I enjoyed serving others and sharing my faith, and since I knew I would need to
seek out some sort of career, I figured it wouldn’t be a bad idea to make gospel ministry
my career. After working the Summer before college at a Summer camp in Alpharetta,
GA, I desperately wanted to be involved in the ministry I saw happening in big ways at
the camp. It was not the ministry that was being done between counselors and our
campers that was so inviting, but through the church hosting the camp towards us
counselors that convinced me to pursue ministry. They poured into us counselors so that
our cups were overflowing to pour into our campers! This is essentially what I desire to
do in pastoral ministry. I desire to pour the encouragement of the gospel into those who
will then be equipped to pour into those around them.

2. Describe your personal study and devotional habits.

If I am honest, my personal devotional habits are inconsistent. There are seasons throughout the
year that I am consistent in setting aside time for personal study of God’s Word and prayer, and
there are seasons that I have not been faithful to make that a priority. One habit that I have gotten
into, that I have heard is not the best practice for those in ministry, is to do my personal
devotions from the passages that I will be teaching from in Sunday school and covering in my
courses at Covenant theological Seminary.

3. In what areas have you in the past struggled or do you currently struggle in your Christian
walk? In addition to your general answer, please provide specific responses to each of the
following sub-questions:

One large area of struggle is the area of self-doubt which is really a symptom of a lack of faith. I
am constantly questioning myself on whether I am equipped for ministry or cut out for it. I
would compare myself to Moses in Exodus 3 and 4 when he can’t help but find all the reasons
that he isn’t capable of doing the work God had called him to. Ultimately, I struggle to remind
myself of what God essentially says to Moses which is, “this plan isn’t going to work because of
your capabilities, but because I am with you.” In my head I know that God has called me to
gospel ministry, but I still often feel like I am not good enough to meet the demands of ministry.

a. Have you been sued in civil court or been charged with committing a crime other than
traffic violations? Please provide the details if your answer is “yes.”

No.

b. Have you ever filed for protection in bankruptcy court? Please provide the details if your
answer is “yes.”

No.
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c. Have you ever been accused of committing some sexual impropriety (whether formally or
informally)? Please provide the details if your answer is “yes,” including whether, in your view,
the accusation was valid and how, if it was, the accusation was resolved.

No.

d. Is there any event or circumstance in your life that, in your view, raises some doubt as to your
suitability for ordination to leadership in the Christian church? Please describe any such event or
circumstance and address the doubt it raises.

No.

e. Do you have any objection to having a background check conducted regarding your personal
history? If so, please explain why you have such an objection.

No objection.

4. Describe the faith of your family members (if married).

5. What authors and books are you currently reading?

For work, one that I consistently go back to is “Sustainable Youth Ministry” by Mark
Devries. For seminary, recent books I have been reading are “on incarnation” by
Athanasius, “Clash of Visions” by Dr. Robert Yarbrough, and “Why I Am Not an
Arminian” by Robert Peterson and Michael Williams. For personal study, “Crazy Busy”
by Kevin Deyoung.

6. Is your spouse in support of your ministry? Please explain any reservations you believe
she has. Do you object to her being asked questions about her support for your pursuit of a role
in ministry? If so, please explain why you have such an objection.

Jessica, my wife, is very supportive of my pursuit of a career in ministry. While she is incredibly
supportive and encouraging of me in this pursuit, her only reservation towards it is that she sees
how difficult, tiring, and stressful it is for me as I work full-time in ministry while going through
seminary education at the same time. This season of life while I am balancing so many things is
a long season, and we want to begin to grow our family soon, but worry about how I will manage
more on my plate.
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7. How do you build your wife up and encourage her in her walk?

I pray for her and with her, and do my best to show her love through serving her daily
and caring for her needs. We talk about what we are learning from scripture together, and
how our faith relates to her job as a licensed counselor and the ministry she does through
that.

8. Describe your inward call to the Gospel Ministry.

I have had many different roles serving in ministry growing up, from serving at VBS in
middle school to interning at a church in college, and everything in between. God has
used each of these experiences to confirm inside me a longing to work and serve His
Church, and as I grew older, a realized I wanted to do this as a full-time job. Most of my
experiences have planted in me a desire to specifically do ministry towards young people
who I believe and have seen are very receptive to the gospel, and at a time in life when
they are still growing and adapting their world view.

0. Describe outward confirmations of your inward call.

Two specific instances come to mind when I think about confirmations of my inward
call. The first is when my youth pastor from high school and middle school called me
while I was in college. He was now a lead pastor for a church a little more than a half an
hour away from where I lived in Bryan, TX. He called and asked if I was willing to work
part-time for him while I was in college to lead the student ministry at his church. The
fact that he thought of me for his church was encouraging, and I worked for him for the
last two years I was in college. He mentored me and encouraged me in my pursuit of
ministry. The second instance of confirmation of my inward calling was when I was a
summer intern for the student ministry at Christ the King, in Houston, after my
Sophomore year in college. Towards the end of my internship, I met with Brad Wright in
his office, and we talked about my future. He gave me advice for how to pursue Pastoral
ministry, and told me to give him a call when I neared graduation if I wanted help
looking for a job. I took this offer as a confirmation of what I was aiming for. During my
senior year of college, sure enough Brad helped connect me to Grace in The Woodlands,
in addition to several other churches. I have been Working at Grace for four years now,
and Brad Wright has been the senior Pastor there for about three of them.

10.  Are you a member in good standing in your Presbytery (or church, as applicable)?
Yes.

11. How have you resolved conflict by using Biblical principles?
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Fortunately, I have never had to go through each of the steps of conflict resolution given
by Jesus. I have rarely been involved in situations where two or three others are needed to
be involved. In any conflict I am involved in, I try to engage with the person directly, and
it has almost always been resolved then. The key principles I hold to, yet do not always
exemplify properly, are to speak calmly, carefully, and gently, even when I am frustrated,
and to remain humble, teachable, and open to what the other has to say. I have been
fortunate enough to not have too much serious conflict in my lifetime, so it is safe to say I
am a bit untested when it comes to dealing with conflict on a serious and personal level.

12. Do you have any difficulties managing your household well? Please describe any such
difficulties.

No.

13. Do you have children? If so, are they baptized?
We do not have children yet.
14.  How do you practice personal evangelism?

My job offers many opportunities to practice evangelism towards teenagers. I try to teach
the gospel to them in the lessons I teach at our weekly youth group events and in Sunday
school, and I also seek out gospel-oriented conversations when I meet with students
throughout the week. Additionally, I make an effort to be evangelistic towards my
neighbors, intentionally engaging them and building relationships that could lead to
opportunities to share the gospel with them. This may be an odd circumstance, but I live
on a street that has relatively frequent instances of impaired people who wander in and
need help. My mindset is to use opportunities like these to show the love of Jesus in
assisting them and sharing the gospel of Jesus with them in the process. These are some
of the ways I practice personal evangelism.

15.  How do you view your stewardship of your financial resources?

The Lord is the giver of all good gifts. It is important to keep that in mind when
considering stewardship of financial resources. My wife and I work hard to be wise
stewards when it comes to our finances. We both work full-time, so between the two of
us, we are making enough to provide for ourselves and to give to the mission of our
church. We try not to spend excessively on unessential things, and we do our best to
prepare financially for plans we have in the future, such as growing our family,
purchasing a house, buying a new (much needed) vehicle, paying for shoulder surgery
and paying off student loans. I am very thankful for the financial resources available to
me through my work, both for providing for me a generous salary and for supporting me
financially through seminary. Even with these resources and the resources my wife brings
in through her work, we still seem to be struggling to have leftovers to put towards future
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plans, and that has been a bit of a stressor in our family. However, our mindset is to be
faithful with the financial resources given to us, and to keep our hearts in the right place
by making sure we are giving consistently to our church even when finances are tight.

16.  Discuss some of the fruit in your ministry in the past.

Student ministry is such an inconsistent ministry when it comes to being able to see the
fruit of your work, but when I do see it, it is such an encouragement to me. When I first
came to Grace, the church had been without a full-time student ministry staff member for
about a year, so my first task was to talk to students and their parents about the current
state of student ministry and what they were excited about for the upcoming year.
Without having had a full-time staff member for this ministry in a long time, by
expectations weren’t too high, but to my horror everyone described a ministry that
struggled to attract more than an awkward few students to their regular programs, and
admitted they weren’t likely to be involved in the future. Despite these conversations, the
Lord blessed the student ministry with thriving numbers quickly, and students seemed
surprised and excited by the adjustments we made to enhance the ministry. The
percentage of students in our church who are actively involved in our student ministry
has skyrocketed and remained steady for the last few years. Numbers, however, aren’t the
only important thing. I have also been able to see the fruit of spiritual maturity
developing in teenagers. It is truly amazing to see teenagers develop spiritual maturity so
rapidly during their incredibly formative teenage years. I have also been blessed with
parents sharing with me the impact I have had on their children. I can think specifically
of one parent who pulled me aside at their student’s graduation party and sincerely shared
with me how thankful they were for the impact I have had on their student. Some other
fruits have been seeing the seeds of the shared gospel beginning to take root in the lives
of students for the first time, and having students who know nothing of Christianity hear
and understand the gospel after a weekend retreat, summer camp, of Wednesday night
youth group.

17.  What is your wife’s role in your shared ministry?

She is my biggest supporter. For the longest time I struggled to get adults to volunteer for
our student ministry, and when that was the case, the was consistent and faithful with her
presence and investment towards our students. She is quick to give a helping hand, and
always looking for opportunities to step in and serve others. That has been seen
specifically in the student ministry of our church, but also in other areas of ministry in
our church, even the small, unseen, unthanked (and yet incredibly helpful) things such as
coming early to events to help set up and staying late to help clean up. She also is a
licensed counselor who works primarily in mental health for teenagers, so she is also
considers her career part of her personal ministry.

18.  Describe your and your family members’ spiritual health.
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My spiritual health is in a good spot right now and is continuing to strengthen through the
classes I am taking at Covenant Theological Seminary and through God’s Word and
prayer. My wife’s spiritual health is also in a good place right now. She is praying and
seeking God through His Word, and uses the truths of her worldview to aid her in
counseling. We talk frequently about how we are doing, what we are seeing in the world,
and what we are thinking and feeling. We are quick to encourage one another in our
walks of faith and to guide each other towards what representing Christ looks like in this
season of our lives.

My parents and siblings have been through a lot in the last several years. Despite this, my
parents seem to be spiritually healthy and growing in their faith. One of my siblings is a
survivor of domestic abuse and is currently a single mom who has been through a lot and
is still on the path of recovery. This has taken a toll on her and has shaken her spiritual
upbringing. My brother wrestled with doubt and eventually deconstructed from
Christianity and is now a self-declared agnostic. My other sister seems to be spiritually
healthy.

19.  What church and specific ministry are you being called to?
I am the student ministry director at Grace Presbyterian Church in The Woodlands.

20.  When do you plan on moving to the field?

I have been here for 4 years.

a. If you have received a call to a particular ministry, are the terms of that call
acceptable to you?

I am thankful to be working at Grace, and believe the terms of my calling to be generous
and caring towards me.
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE AND CALLING EXAM
HOUSTON METRO PRESBYTERY

NAME: Bradford A. Bailey

DATE OF EXAM: 9/26/2023

INSTRUCTIONS
The PCA Book of Church Order (BCO) provides for an examination in Christian experience for
candidacy, licensure, and ordination:

“The applicant shall appear before the Presbytery in person, and shall be examined by the
Presbytery on experiential religion and on his motives for seeking the ministry.” (BCO
18-3)

“The examination for licensure shall be as follows: Give a statement of his Christian
experience and inward call to preach the Gospel in written form and/or orally before the
Presbytery (at the discretion of the Presbytery).” (BCO 19-2)

“Trials for ordination shall consist of... his acquaintance with experiential religion,
especially his personal character and family management.” This exam begins the process
of fulfilling that requirement. (BCO 21-4.c(1)(a))

Email the exam back to the Chairman, Fred Greco at fred.greco@cckpca.org by

the test schedule deadline. If saving a Word file append your last name to the file.

Use the space provided to answer your questions. If you need extra space, add

lines below your answer.

This is not an open book or note exam. Outside resources are not allowed.

Please use Scripture references to support your answers.

Please do not email this examination to anyone else without explicit permission

from the chair of the Candidates and Credentials Committee.

QUESTIONS

1.

Give your Christian testimony.

In short, I wasn’t born to a Christian family, rarely attended church and I certainly
never intended to become a Christian. That statement serves as both a stark
reminder of who I was and, concerning the ridiculous intimation of my
“intentions”, a humbling reminder of who I am today by God’s grace. | was raised
in what could only be graciously described as a nominal Christian home at best.
Aside from the obligatory Easter and Christmas services offered at the only Church
I ever knew.

I had throughout all those years a general belief in God. This “belief” was largely a
superstitious acknowledgement of a “higher power” in the mold of the Biblical
God. Even so, this belief hardly manifested as anything outside of moralistic guilt
and occasionally as a last resort when circumstances left me no other alternative
than to try the equivalent of throwing my troubles to the sky in the hope that this
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“higher power” might hear me.

Through a series of events that brought my life crashing down, at 19, I had
nowhere to live and very few real friends and was forced to beg my mother to
allow me to move in with her to which she only agreed to as temporary and only if
I found a real job and paid rent. God’s providence had brought me to this lowly
estate, stripped of all my means and pride, to prepare my heart to meet him.

I was not saved in a church nor under the conviction of a sermon. I did not raise a
hand, walk an aisle or say The Sinner’s Prayer. Ironically, I was saved alone in a
room with a mass-market paperback edition of a New Testament Bible. While
unpacking my few remaining belongings in my now rented room, I found this
Bible sitting atop a box sitting just inside the door of a closet as I was putting my
clothes away. The irony lies in the fact that I had grown to hate that book and
everything it stood for. I had read portions of it from time-to-time and found it
archaic and useless. In fact, I made a practice of pointing out certain passages
(Deut. 3, Josh. 6, etc.) that showed the “evil god” to those who professed to be
Christians. I felt that the Bible was nothing more than an old book written by old
men to an old people that had very little relevance for anyone who was in their
right mind.

After some time, back at home, one night I was lying down I found that I could not
sleep. As I lay there, I could not shake an incredible urge to read that Bible.
Finally relenting, I got out of bed, grabbed the Bible from the closet and began to
read. From this moment forward I have never been the same. I became incredibly
drawn to read the Bible at every chance I could over the next week. No longer was
this some old book written to a dead people, it became alive to me. I began to
make excuses as to why I couldn’t hang out with my friends so that I could get
home and pick up where I left off. As I continued reading, I increasingly felt more
and more convicted of my sinfulness. I read the warnings of Jesus, the demands of
righteousness and the admonitions of Peter, Paul, John and James to evil-doers and
became overwhelmed with a deep sorrow of my sins and a fear for my soul under
the scrutiny of God’s holy judgement. Left there, I knew I was doomed.

However, through the realization of my sinful condition and the burden of the
judgement I now knew I deserved, the healing words of the gospel began to arise
from the pages of that Bible to my heart. Reading the sorrow of Christ over
Jerusalem in Matt. 23 and the pleadings of Paul in 2 Cor. 5 among other passages, I
saw a sorrow for me and a pleading for my soul. I remember very clearly reading
in John 6:35-40 and utterly breaking-down and pouring my soul out to Jesus.

There was such a relief and assurance that Jesus would save me from God’s wrath
and judgement if [ only but came to Him filth and all. I didn’t know how to pray
so | just cried out to Jesus and confessed my sin. I knew nothing of doctrine,
theology, or even the most basic tenets of the Scriptures, but on that day, I came to
know Jesus. Beyond that, [ knew only three things for sure: I was a terrible sinner
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deserving Hell, Jesus was my only hope, and the Bible I held in my hands was the
very words of God. In a sense my family’s fears were right, I did die before my
twenty first birthday, I died to self and began to live for Christ.

Describe your personal study and devotional habits.

My personal study and devotional habits stem from a sincere longing to draw closer
to God and an earnest desire to align myself with His will. Each morning, I am
reminded of the words in Psalm 119:105, "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path," as I study Scripture, seeking guidance and wisdom. Alongside
this, I try to heed the advice of 1 Thessalonians 5:17 and "pray without ceasing."
Through my moments of prayer, I find communion with God, a space to express
gratitude, and an opportunity to seek His guidance for my life. While my seminary
studies lead me into systematic explorations of theology, it's through the quiet
meditations, inspired by Joshua 1:8, that I truly internalize God's Word, allowing it
to shape my heart and mind. I've also found solace in maintaining a spiritual journal,
documenting my reflections and insights from Scripture. The wisdom in Proverbs
27:17 reminds me of the value of community, and thus, I've been blessed with
several people to encourage me in my devotions. Together, we navigate our spiritual
journeys, seeking mutual edification. The significance of corporate worship isn't lost
on me, and I cherish the moments of collective praise, sacraments, and fellowship,
as suggested by Hebrews 10:25. In all of this, I humbly strive to "grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" as mentioned in 2 Peter 3:18,
always recognizing that I am a work in progress, relying on God's grace each step of
the way.

In what areas do you currently struggle in your Christian walk?

In my Christian journey, I indeed encounter challenges that test my resolve and
commitment. A pronounced struggle for me, especially in my current theological
pursuits, is the peril of allowing these profound studies to devolve into mere
academic exercises. While the academic rigor of theological study is essential,
there's an inherent danger in approaching it as one would any other secular course
or professional task. The rich, transformative truths about God and His relationship
with us can inadvertently be treated as mere subjects to be mastered, rather than
life-altering revelations to be internalized and lived out.

This struggle is twofold. Firstly, there's the risk of familiarity breeding
complacency. When constantly surrounded by deep theological truths, it's possible
to become desensitized to their gravity and beauty. Secondly, the academic
environment, with its emphasis on critical analysis and intellectual rigor, can
sometimes overshadow the spiritual essence of these truths.
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This academicization of faith, where the heart's passion can be overshadowed by
the mind's analysis, is a real challenge. It's a balancing act to maintain intellectual
rigor while ensuring that the heart remains receptive and aflame with the
transformative power of God's Word. I continuously strive to anchor my studies in
devotion, ensuring that every theological insight deepens my relationship with God
and strengthens my commitment to serve His people. This intentional approach
helps me guard against the risk of my studies becoming just another academic
affair, devoid of its spiritual vitality.
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How are you dealing with problems in your walk?

Addressing the specific challenge of theological studies becoming merely academic
in nature requires a deep introspection and intentional action. Recognizing this, I've
leaned heavily on the Holy Spirit's guidance through prayer. Romans 8:26 tells us
that the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for
as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words. The Spirit, through the Word, reminds me of the sacredness and privilege of
my studies and their ultimate purpose: a deeper relationship with God and service
to His people. When academic pressures mount, it's the Holy Spirit that anchors my
heart, redirecting my focus from mere intellectual accumulation to genuine spiritual
transformation.

My church community also plays a critical role in this journey. They are a constant
reminder of the real-world implications of theology. The lived experiences of my
church family, their struggles, and joys, underscore the importance of applying
theological knowledge in practical, life-affirming ways. Through communal
worship, prayer, and the sacraments—those means of grace—I am routinely
brought back to the heart of why I embarked on theological studies in the first
place: to know God more deeply and to shepherd His people more effectively.

Furthermore, my relationships with peers and mentors at the seminary have been
instrumental. Many have faced similar challenges, and their insights and
experiences provide both caution and encouragement. Engaging in heartfelt
discussions with them, sharing apprehensions, and seeking advice has been a
source of great strength. Their reminders, rooted in love and mutual respect, act as
checkpoints, ensuring that my pursuit of theology remains heart-centered rather
than just head-centered.

In essence, while the potential for theological studies to become merely academic
is real, my reliance on the Holy Spirit, the grounding influence of my church
community, the means of grace, and the supportive relationships within my
seminary and church have been invaluable in preserving the sanctity and purpose
of my walk.

Describe the faith of your family members (if married).

My family, each in their unique journey, displays varied facets of faith, reflecting
the diverse ways in which God works in our lives.

My wife, my rock and partner in all aspects of life, embodies a deep and abiding

faith. Her commitment to striving to live out the virtues detailed in Proverbs 31is
evident and showcases her dedication to being a godly woman. She also seeks to
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emulate the principles laid out in Ephesians 5 and 1 Timothy 3, striving to be a
supportive wife and maintaining a life of godliness and reverence. Her faith is not
just evident in her words but is consistently demonstrated in her actions, choices,
and the love she extends to our family and community.

Our eldest daughter, now navigating the intricacies of adulthood, is on a reflective
journey. While she was nurtured in a faith-filled home, she's now grappling with
understanding what it means to be a Christian on her own terms, outside of the
immediate influence of her parents. This phase, while challenging, is also a
testament to the authenticity of her faith, as she seeks to make it personal and
relevant in her adult life.

Our middle children, both starting their college journeys, are in a pivotal phase. My
son is learning to stand firm, understanding what it means to be a courageous
Christian amidst the manifold temptations and challenges of young adulthood. My
daughter, too, is on a similar path. They are anchoring themselves in local church
while in college, which speaks volumes about their commitment to remain
connected to a faith community. Their involvement in college ministries further
showcases their desire to grow in their faith and reliance on the Lord and find
fellowship with like-minded peers.

Lastly, our youngest, still under our roof, is a beacon of faithfulness. She's actively
involved in the church, not just as a communing member but also as a vibrant
participant in various volunteer activities and ministries. Her enthusiasm and
dedication to serve are evident and are a testament to her genuine love for God and
His people.

In essence, while each family member is at a different stage in their spiritual
journey, their faith stories collectively paint a picture of God's enduring grace,
guidance, and love in our lives.

What authors and books are you currently reading?

Reformed Systematic Theology — Joel Beeke & Paul Smalley
Confessing the Faith — Chad Van Dixhoorn

Devoted to God — Sinclair Ferguson

John Owen on the Christian Life — Sinclair Ferguson

Of the Mortification of Sin in Believers — John Owen

Social Justice Fallacies — Thomas Sowell

Is your spouse in support of your ministry?

Absolutely, my wife's unwavering support has been instrumental in my journey
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towards pursuing my aspirations to pastoral ministry. We have discussed and
prayed about my call to Pastoral ministry for many years.

How do you build her up?

Our relationship is anchored in the understanding that, as Ephesians 5:25 says,
"Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for her." With this scripture as my guide, though imperfectly, I strive to love her
sacrificially, putting her needs and well-being above my own. I make it a point to
spend quality time with her, listening to her thoughts, dreams, and concerns. This
not only strengthens our bond but allows me to understand and support her in her
aspirations and endeavors.

Prayer plays a central role in our relationship. We dedicate time to pray together,
interceding for one another and seeking God's guidance for our family. Through
prayer, we have witnessed God's faithfulness and have grown together in our
shared faith.

I also prioritize open communication. Recognizing that ministry can be demanding,
where appropriate, I seek her unique wisdom as my wife and a sister in Christ
valuing her insights and perspectives. Her wisdom has often provided clarity in
times of uncertainty.

Furthermore, I encourage her in her spiritual journey. Whether it's through studying
scripture together, discussing theological insights, or simply sharing testimonies of
God's work in our lives, we spur one another on in our faith.

Describe your inward call to the Gospel Ministry.

My journey to discerning the inward call to the Gospel Ministry was neither
immediate nor straightforward. In the beginning, I grappled with doubt and
uncertainty, often questioning whether the stirrings in my heart were genuinely
from God or merely products of my own aspirations. The path to clarity was not a
straight line but rather a winding road of introspection, prayer, and seeking counsel.

One of the earliest and most defining moments of clarity in this journey was a
profound realization: a deep-seated desire to magnify God in the hearts of others. I
felt an overwhelming yearning to help people see the vastness, beauty, and
intricacy of God’s character—to make God "bigger" in their eyes, to help them
grasp the immeasurable greatness of His love and grace. The words of John 3:30,
"He must become greater; I must become less," began to resonate deeply within
me. This wasn’t about me or any personal ambition; it was about elevating God’s
glory and drawing souls closer to Him.

As I continued to seek God’s guidance, diving deeper into His Word and spending
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countless hours in prayer, I began to sense a gentle affirmation of this calling. The
more | shared my uncertainties and desires with mentors, fellow believers, and

church leaders, the more I felt encouraged. Many saw the genuine passion behind
my wish to exalt God and shepherd His flock, even amidst my initial reservations.

Over time, the combination of my desire to magnify God and the affirmations from
my community served as strong indicators of my calling. The Apostle Paul's words
took on new meaning for me: “Woe to me if [ do not preach the gospel!" That
compulsion, although initially clouded by doubt, became clearer as I recognized the
divine mandate to serve God and His people.

In reflection, my inward call to the Gospel Ministry was a journey of discovering
God's purpose amidst uncertainty, driven by a heartfelt desire to magnify Him in
the hearts of all who would listen.

Describe your outward confirmation of your inward call.

The outward confirmation of my inward call to the Gospel Ministry has been
evident through various avenues of service and the affirmations of the church
community over the years. While my inner conviction was strong, it was through
these tangible experiences and feedback from others that God further solidified this
calling.

Teaching has been one of the most profound avenues of this confirmation. Over the
years, ['ve had the privilege to teach Sunday School classes to various age groups,
from the energetic youngest members of our congregation to the more seasoned
adults. With each class, I've witnessed the transformative power of God's Word,
and the unique challenges and joys of connecting with different age demographics
have sharpened my skills and deepened my passion for ministry.

My involvement in leading small groups has been another significant aspect of this
journey. These intimate settings have allowed me to engage deeply with
individuals, fostering genuine relationships and guiding them in their spiritual
growth. The shared moments of vulnerability, discovery, and breakthrough have
been invaluable in shaping my pastoral heart.

Y outh ministry, too, has played a pivotal role. Working alongside dedicated youth
pastors, I've had the opportunity to mentor and guide the next generation, helping

them navigate the complexities of faith in their formative years. The vibrancy and
inquisitiveness of the youth have continually challenged and inspired me.

Preaching from the pulpit, albeit on a few occasions, has been a profound

experience. To stand before the congregation, entrusted with the task of rightly
dividing the Word of Truth, has both humbled and invigorated me. Each sermon
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has been a reminder of the weight of the calling and the grace of God that equips
me.

But perhaps the most affirming aspect of my outward confirmation has been the
feedback from the congregation and fellow believers. Time and again, many have
expressed their appreciation for my teaching, noting the clarity, depth, and passion
with which I deliver God's Word. Numerous individuals, both peers and mentors,
have encouraged me to pursue pastoral ministry.

In sum, while the inward call set the direction of my passion to share the Gospel, it
has been the myriad of outward experiences and the unwavering support and
affirmation of the church community that have confirmed and strengthened my
commitment to serve God and His people in the Gospel Ministry.

Are you a member in good standing in your Presbytery?

[ am.

How have you resolved conflict by using Biblical principles?

Navigating conflict using Biblical principles has always been paramount in my
approach, as I believe that the Scriptures provide us with the wisdom and guidance
needed to handle disagreements and misunderstandings in a manner that honors

God.

In line with the teachings of Matthew 18, my primary approach to any conflict,
however minor, has always been to address the matter directly with the individual
involved. Jesus' instruction in Matthew 18:15 is clear. Taking this to heart, I have
always sought to initiate a private conversation, aiming for a heart-to-heart
discussion where both parties can express their perspectives, feelings, and concerns
openly and honestly.

In these conversations, I prioritize active listening, striving to understand the other
person's point of view before expressing my own. Proverbs 18:13 reminds us, "To
answer before listening—that is folly and shame." I've found that genuine
understanding and honesty often paves the way for reconciliation.

Furthermore, I lean heavily on the principle of speaking the truth in love, as
mentioned in Ephesians 4:15. While it's essential to address the matter at hand, it's
equally vital to ensure that the conversation is rooted in love, respect, and a
genuine desire for unity.

In instances where disagreements persisted, I've always been open to seeking

mediation, whether it be through a trusted mutual friend or a church leader, to
facilitate a resolution.
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By God's grace, the conflicts I've encountered have never escalated beyond the
individual level and have been resolved amicably. In every situation, I've been
reminded of the importance of humility, patience, and the overarching goal of
preserving the bond of peace within the Body of Christ, as emphasized in
Ephesia