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“Deep Theology Around the Water Cooler” 

The Ministry of the Spirit                                                                                                              July 5, 2026 

 
a "Table of Contents" on the Ministry of the Spirit (so far)  

• A Call for Us to Change our Spiritual Default Setting (Escaping our ‘Natural-minded Orbit and Becoming 
more mindful of life beyond the Natural & technological & fast-paced)  

• God's priority of His Presence "Dwelling Among Us" - Experiential Encounters! (Omnipresence vs Manifest 
Presence) 

• The Indwelling  (the miraculous intrusion of conversion and inner-presence) 

• The Empowering (Anointing, Coming Upon, Filling) (What does it mean to be “Spirit-Filled”—SoF) 

• The Experiencing & Stewarding of Spiritual Gifts (DnD – “Experiencing the Holy Spirit”) 

 
Table of Contents of the Remainder of Our Study of "The Ministry of the Spirit"  

• The Holiness of the Holy Spirit  

• The Spirit's Ministry of Sanctification/Transformation  

• Spiritual Warfare 
 

 

  
 
Jn 4:23  "But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 

truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him."  

 
...We stared at 3 Big Words and One Dominating Priority hidden in this passage. ..."WORSHIP" … 

"SPIRIT" & "TRUTH"    ...Then, we recognized one of the most neglected insights in our 

modern world of human pursuits and human religion - "the Father is seeking" 
 

 
...BUT!... Our Journey (the last 18 months) didn't start in a seminary or a theological classroom   
...It started at a well (water cooler) when Jesus had an insightful conversation with a woman who 
was just doing daily life...  
 
 
 

THIRSTY People 

Jn 4:3-9 
 

...v. 9 ...first discovery of "life in the human sandbox" = 'all the children don't play well together!' -- 
"Jews & Samaritans"  

  
 

 

Jn 4:10-15 
 

?? - What Brings this Woman to the Well? (What Brings Me to the Well Today?) 
...What brought this woman was "a Thirsty Life"  

 
NOTE: a Common Life Experience is about to Turn Into a "Seminary Class" on Human Existence! 

(Jesus is about to give her a "Spiritual Physiology Lesson")  

 

John's Inner Theology:  
▪ Jn 6:22-35 
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▪ Jn 7:37-39 ...describes a crowd (young, old, energetic, sick, wealthy, adventurous, etc.)—
all get this "Thirst Factor" 

 

John… who tells Nicodemus (Jn 3) about the Ministry of the Spirit in REBIRTH, now 
describes the Spirit’s Ministry to our THIRST! 

 
...People find their way to the wells of life—because there's an inner hunger & thirst!  

"There is woven inside each of us a desire for something more—a craving to be part of something 
bigger, greater, and more profound than our relatively meaningless day-by-day existence. " Paul 
David Tripp, "The Quest for More", Chap 1 

 
...The Bible Includes this "Thirsty Life Story"—and many others as well.   

 

...James (the N.T. 'Proverbs') is going to say it this way—     

"What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 

war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, 

so you fight and quarrel."   Jam 4:1-2  

 
THIS… is who the woman is (who comes to the well)   THIS …is who the Crowds Are who are “Attending 

Church”!!          …THIS—can be us!!  

 

THIRSTY PEOPLE... do Desperate Things!!...  

Jn 4:15-18 
...Yet another human dysfunction/breakdown!  (Her problem is way more complicated than how the 
Jews are treating the Samaritans!)   

 

-- There's a story about 6 men in this passage!  ...What's up with these guys??? What's the explanation for 
why they do what they do (with her and others?)  

 

-- There's a story about a desperate woman whose life has been filled--and yet is empty/THIRSTY  ...Filled with 
pain, abuse, neglect, fleeting pleasures, insecurity, repeatedly starting over, lying, controlling, 
shame!! ...But Clearly NOT WORKING! (Empty & Thirsty)  

 
 

...from the topic of "THIRST" to the topic of "WORSHIP"!!  

Jn 4:19-26  
 

...BEWARE: You can be a 'religious person' using all the right buzzwords ("prophet", the history of 
'worship places & approaches', 'certainty of a coming Messiah')  

 

YET!! ...Her life is so Unaffected by These Religious Vocabulary Words!! 
 

>> We are 'real people' as are the bible characters we learn about!  ...?? - Is it possible that I may 
have grown up around religious words that are floating around in my head and have reference 
points in my history—But in Reality, I’m this Desperately Thirsty Person running from Well to 
Well, from Man to Man, from one aspect of human existence to another! ...Caught up in some 
"Cultural Blame Game" about someone, some group who did me wrong.  

 

...Might it be that the Deepest Spiritual Seminary Class Reality is Being Shared with Her at This Water 
Well!!??           …"Woman, What YOU need more than anything else—is What the Father is Seeking 
from you ...WORSHIP!! (In Spirit and Truth)  
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...There is something profoundly impacting and ultimately fulfilling for us as creatures ...and it is 
what the Father is seeking from us. WORSHIP!  ...this true worship gets "Defined" by the Truth and 
"Experienced" by the Spirit (thus our last 18 months)  

 
 
...There is a 'condition' (a 'feel') in our soul that is like "thirst" and is relating to a deep and affectionate 
love/obsession for God!!  
 
Ps 63:1-8 
 
 

"There is woven inside each of us a desire for something more—a craving to be part of something 
bigger, greater, and more profound than our relatively meaningless day-by-day existence. ...We simply 
weren’t constructed to live only for ourselves. We were placed on earth to be part of something bigger 
than the narrow borders of our own survival and our own little definition of happiness. The desire 
resides in each of us, and it is called transcendence. To transcend is to be part of something greater. We 
were created to be part of something so big, so glorious, so far beyond the ordinary that it would totally 
change the way we approach every ordinary thing in our lives." Paul David Tripp, "The Quest for More", 
Chap 1 

 


