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"The Prescription of God's Word"

Hebrews 11 October 6, 2024

INTRO ...Heb 11 is "Bookended" by: "You have need of ENDURANCE" <<<Heb11>>>  "Since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us Run with Endurance the RACE Set Before Us"

- Take Note of the STRATEGY of the Biblical Counsel!! ...There is NEED in Us and DESIGN in God's Word
that we are called to Hardwire to Each Other! ..Thus, there's something about Noah,
Abraham/Sarah, Moses, David that is to be "counseling us as we do life"!!

Observation from the Lives of These Hebrews. ...THEY ARE US!
[They Play DEFENSE—They Seek Safety & Security]
[They Play OFFENSE—They Take Risks]

What Will They NEED in This Hour? ...they have Need of "ENDURANCE" —Some Voice of Courage to Take the Next
Step!!

Cross-Section of Living the Will of God

Heb 10:36 "For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is
promised."

...There IS a "Will of God" for your life!! ...&... You Need "Endurance" to Engage That Will and to Live That
Life!!

e Dol Live My Life with a Conscious Sense that "God Has a Will for My Life?"

Rom 12:2 "Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect."
e Am| Prepared for That Will to be HARD at Times??

ENDURANCE (In doing the Will of God) [Heb 10:36]

(

FAITH (We live/walk by faith) [Heb 11:1-3, 6]
"

—~
L]

WORD ("The Ministry/Witness of the Word") [Heb 11:3-40]
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THIS is the “Schematic/Cross-Section Image of the Book of Hebrews!!

...It begins by Pointing to God’s Revelation ...Then it proceeds to Point Over-&-Over Again to Vital Importance of
God’s Revealed WORD!!

Heb 1:1 “Long ago at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets. 2 but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son...

Heb 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfector of our faith...”

2

We NEED Endurance ...and Endurance NEEDS Faith! ...and Faith comes from the Word of God!

Heb 3:12-13 1 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall
away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none
of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

Heb 3:15-19 ° As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” ¢
For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Eqypt led by Moses? 7
And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell
in the wilderness? ¥ And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who
were disobedient? 1° So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

Heb 4:4 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day
from all his works.”

Heb 4:7-9 7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the words
already quoted, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” & For if Joshua had given
them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. ° So then, there remains a Sabbath
rest for the people of God,

...It was vitally important that these Hebrews know something of God instituting
something called a "Sabbath Rest" that man was to "enter into" ...Understanding that
involved knowing the lives/witness of Joshua and David!!

Heb 4:11-13 1! Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of
disobedience. 1? For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. > And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to
the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

...This passage sits at the "hour" of "take care brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil,
unbelieving heart"

..Itis in these hours that we NEED the "living, active, sharp, piercing Word of God to interact
with our soul, our thoughts, our intentions... and to expose what's truly in our
hearts!

There is a Vital Relationship between “Running Our Endurance Race” = Enabled by FAITH = Informed by
the MINISTRY of the WORD

...But Notice from our "Cross-Sectional-Cutout" ...Our Ability to "Endure" is Vitally/Determinately Connected to
the Ministry of the Word!!

Rom 10:17 "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ."
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he ‘Strange’ Working of the Ministry of the Word

1Thes 2:13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in
you believers.

James 1:21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted
word, which is able to save your souls.

... V. 13 "you received the word of God" "you accepted it not as the word of men but as the word of God" ...v.
21 "receive the implanted word"

--"receive" = 'dechomai' (Gk)- to receive favourably, give ear to, embrace, make one's own,
approve, not to reject

... V. 13 "the word of God is at work in you believers" ...v.21 "the implanted word is able to save your souls"

-- These words point to the inherent power and nature and operation of the Word of God in
us! "At work" = energed (Gk) - to be operative, be at work, put forth power "Able to save" =
'dynamai' (Gk) - to be able to do something; to be capable, strong and powerful

>> There is mysterious power here!! ...These words are NOT like reading The NY Times or
a Blog Post!! ...They're more like "Wearing Tolkien's Rings of Power"!!

Col 3:12-16 2 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, 1> bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. ** And above all these put on love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. *°> And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. ¢ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
your hearts to God.

... "Let the word dwell in you richly"”. ...This is NOT Casual Contact!!
-- Remember, Heb 4:12

...There's Big Deal Stuff Here (in Col. 3) ...@ attitudes (v. 12) ...@ relationships (v. 13) ...@ love, unity, &
harmony (v. 14-15)

— THEN, there's the "Go-To Ministry of the WORD!!" (v.16) ...When Paul foresees "transformed
lives", He attaches that to "The Ministry of the Word"!!—and the Way It Gets RECEIVED!

...This is both Mystical ...&... PRACTICAL!! ...(Like taking Tylenol!)

An Endurance Prescription

Here in Hebrews we are told this by Dr. Holy Spirit!

...The will of God is sometimes very hard. It can gnaw at you and drain your energy & motivation. It can
discourage and leave you feeling vulnerable, run-down, and tempted to shrink back! ...In that Moment You
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Need AWAKENED FAITH! (You need Your Spiritual Inmune System (of Faith) to Radically Kick-in and to Run to
the Scene of Irritated Nerve Endings (the pain sensation of Unbelief) ...Here— I'm going to prescribe some
"WORD-PERSCRIPTIONS"!!

— Take one Creation Pill ...a Noah Pill ...and an Abraham & Sarah Pill ...in the morning. ...and a
Teaspoon of Moses before you go to bed!!



